The Commission on Ethnic Diversity submits the following Global and U.S. Diversity proposal to the Liberal Studies Committee with the goal of strengthening NAU's commitment to diversity in the curriculum.

U.S. ETHNIC DIVERSITY 

We propose that six credits of U.S. Ethnic Diversity courses be required for graduation at NAU. Courses will be designated with a "U." A course that successfully meets the U.S. Ethnic Diversity (U) requirement will provide undergraduate students with historical and theoretical perspectives and  critical skills to address bodies of knowledge that are not sufficiently  represented in our existing curricula. U Courses must have a core focus on academic inquiry centered on one or more of the following U.S. ethnic groups: African Americans, American Indians/Alaskan Natives, Asian American/Pacific Islanders or Latino/Latinas. U courses will focus on the intersection of two or more of the following themes: race, ethnicity, gender, class, sexual orientation, ability, and/or age. The goal of these courses is to enhance students' ability to think critically about issues related to difference, and thereby prepare them for responsible citizenship in an increasingly pluralistic and diverse society. 

GLOBAL DIVERSITY 

We propose that six credit hours of Global Diversity courses be required for graduation at NAU. A course that meets the Global Diversity (G) requirement will provide undergraduate students with historical and theoretical perspectives, as well as the critical skills to address bodies of knowledge that are not sufficiently represented in our existing curricula. The goal of these courses is to enhance students' ability to think critically about issues related to difference, and thereby prepare them for responsible citizenship in an increasingly global, pluralistic, and diverse society. G courses must have a core focus of academic inquiry centered on some part of the non-Western world. Courses dealing with Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America will qualify as global diversity courses. G courses must focus on the society, religion, culture, politics or economy of parts or all of the non-Western world. Diversity courses which do not deal exclusively with the non-Western world must include a significant comparative content with one or more non-Western areas.


IMPLEMENTATION:

Courses designated as U or G can be included in the student's major, minor, liberal studies or electives. We suggest that a review committee composed of members of the UCC and LS along with faculty from Applied Indigenous Studies, Asian Studies, Latin American Studies, Ethnic Studies, Southwest Studies and Women's Studies be constituted to approve courses for the U and the G designations. 


