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Proposal for Course Change or Deletion

	1.  Course change effective what term and year? 

      (ex. Spring 2003, Summer 2004)
	                                   SPRING 2005

	

	2. College
	                      A & S
	3. Department
	       Humanities, Arts, & Religion

	

	4. Current course subject/catalog number
	                 HUM 303

	

	5. Current catalog course description. (20-30 words)
American Ethnic Arts, Ideas, and Values

Comparative analysis of traditional and changing arts and outlooks of selected ethnic groups in America today.



	6. Is this course being:           changed 
	     X
	                                       or deleted
	
	?

	     If DELETED, skip to #8. 

     If CHANGED, complete section 7 with proposed changes ONLY.

	

	7.            7a. Proposed course subject /catalog number
	HUM 291
	7b. Proposed units (credit hours)
	

	                     7a1. If subject /catalog number change, is there a course fee attached to the old number that needs to be 
                           moved with new number?  If yes, old number and fee amount:  __________

	
	

	                7c. Proposed to co-convene with
	

	

	                7d. Proposed to cross-list with
	

	

	                7e. Proposed long course title
	American Multicultural Ideas & Values

	

	                7f. Proposed short course title

	                (maximum of 30 characters including spaces)
	Amer. Multcult Ideas, Values

	

	                7g. Proposed catalog course description (20-30 words)


	               7h. Proposed grading option: Letter grade
	
	or pass /fail
	
	

	                     or both
	
	(If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	               7i.  May course be repeated for additional credit?     yes
	 X
	   no
	
	

	                      7.i.1.  If yes, maximum units (hours) allowed?
	     6
	

	                      7.i.2.  If yes, may course be repeated for additional credit in the same term? (ex. BIO 300, PES 100)

	                                 yes
	 X
	no
	
	

	               7j.
	If this is a topics course with regular, set topics, please list any changes to the topic titles here. (If this is a topics course under which any topic may be taught, do not fill this section out.)
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	               7k.  Please check one of the following that most appropriately describes the proposed course:

	               Lecture and lab (combined)
	
	Lecture only
	
	Lab only
	
	    Recitation
	
	

	               Clinical
	
	Research
	
	Seminar
	
	Field studies
	
	Independent Study
	
	

	               Activity
	
	Supervision
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	               7l.  Proposed units (hours) of lecture weekly
	
	Units (hours) of lab weekly
	

	

	               7m. Proposed prerequisites (must be completed before)
	

	

	               7n.  Proposed corequisites (must be completed with)
	

	

	               7o.  Will all sections of the course require (check one)                                                            
	

	                                                                                                                           
	instructor consent
	
	department consent
	
	no consent
	
	

	

	8.  Is course an elective?
	   X
	or required for a academic plan?
	
	

	               If required, for what academic plan?
	
	

	              If required, also submit Proposal for New Plan or Plan Change.

	

	9. Will other courses or departments, be affected by this change?  (Consider prerequisites, degree   

	       requirements, etc.)      yes
	
	no
	   X
	

	               If yes, explain in the justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	10. Does this change affect community college articulation? 
	yes
	
	no
	   X
	

	                  If yes, explain how in the justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected institutions.

	

	                  Is the course a Common Course as defined by your Articulation Task Force?  yes
	
	no
	     X

	                  If yes, has the change been approved by the Articulation Task Force?  yes
	
	no
	
	

	

	                  If this course has been listed in the Course Equivalency Guide, should that listing 
	

	
	be left as is, 
	
	be deleted 
	
	or be revised? 
	
	

	                  If revised, how should it be revised?
	

	11. Justification for course change or deletion, including unique features if applicable.

Course more appropriately offered at lower division level. By converting to topics course, allows for examination of greater variety of multicultural issues in the United States.  New title is more reflective of course objectives.

	12. Approvals

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	

	For Committee use only

	

	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date

Or University Graduate Committee

	

	Action taken:
	
	approved as submitted
	
	approved as modified
	

	

	Note:  Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to college dean, department chair, registrar’s office, and Academic Information Office.


College of Arts and Sciences

Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion

HUM 291: American Multicultural Ideas and Values

General Information

Semester

Days & Times

Professor

3 credit hours

Prerequisite

Sophomore status or higher.

I. Course Description

This course explores the arts, ideas, and values of American ethnic groups.

We assume that ethnicity is socially constructed, and we examine a variety of ways ethnic Americans identify themselves and are identified by others.  To these ends, we examine representative arts and literatures produced by ethnic Americans in response to the demands of a complex society. 

Our response to texts will be both personal and critical, fostering confidence in our ability to make meaning.  Because we take the time to develop insights into the “what does it mean” and the “why does it mean” informing ethnic identity construction, we are promoting a particular ethic of cultural understanding. 
This course seeks to complicate “either/or” viewpoints by considering a multitude of values and means of expression; students will develop and demonstrate critical thinking in order to respond to diverse points of view.  In the process of examining the relationship among human thinking, human expression, and human action, students are required to read critically.  Because writing is a powerful tool in problem solving, students will have the opportunity to develop and demonstrate skills in effective writing. 


Thematic Focus: Valuing the diversity of human experience


Distribution block: Cultural understanding


Essential skills: Critical thinking, effective writing

II. Course Format

This class will proceed through lecture and large and small group discussion.  Slides and video will be used to supplement course material.

III. Required Materials

1. Lucy Lippard, Mixed Blessings: New Art in a Multicultural America
2. Sherman Alexie, One Stick Song
3. Art Speigelman, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale

4. David Leverling Lewis, The Portable Harlem Renaissance Reader

5. Maxine Hong Kingston, China Men

IV. Course Objectives

At the end of this course, the attentive student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate a knowledge of the field  in contemporary ethnic arts; 

2. Think critically and write effectively about American ethnic expression;

3. Engage interdisciplinary perspectives about diverse cultures which will enhance cultural understanding.
V. Evaluation

You will complete a variety of assignments designed to assess your achievements of the course objectives. 

Synthesis journal 5% each for a total of 25%

Mixed Blessings is an important and difficult book.  The reading can sometimes be dense, so as a reading and study guide, I am requiring you to keep a “journal” of the concepts, ideas, and assumptions you meet as you read.  The journal entries will be graded Excellent/Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (+/@/-).  + will be given for exceptionally perceptive work, @ for complete, good faith effort, and – for incomplete or vague writing.  

After reading and examining the art in each chapter of Lucy Lippard’s Mixed Blessings, write (typed) a one-page single spaced journal response. Your journal entry must do the following things in order to receive credit: 

1. Isolate three concepts that interest you, intrigue you, puzzle you, perplex you, etc., and number each concept with I., II.,  III. Give each concept a title, for example, “the challenge of self-representation.”

2. In your own words, in a well-developed paragraph, describe this concept. Link this idea to something in your world. Own it and understand it.

3. Bring two copies to class, one to turn in at the beginning of class, and one to refer to during class discussion. 

Research paper 25%
Research and write a 4-6-page paper on any aspect of American ethnic art. You may choose to investigate an artist, a movement, a historical period, a trend, a genre, a subculture, a controversy, etc.  Note that you have three due dates:

1. Prospectus: explain the subject you will be researching. Answer these two questions: what do I think this subject says about ethnicity? What do I think this subject says about America (or being American)?

2. Draft: a completed paper using MLA style. I will read and make comments and revision suggestions.

3. Final: your paper as perfect as you can get it. This one I grade. 

Panel Presentation 10%/20%

In collaboration with classmates, you will research major innovations in ethnic American artistic expression and develop a 40-minute panel presentation for the class. Your goal is to teach us about the general trends, philosophies, and specific political/artistic movements which renders your topic both “ethnic” and “American.” Each group will have one full class in which to present and field questions.  You are encouraged to make handouts, bring visual aides, music, video clips, etc.—be creative, be focussed, and thoroughly teach us about your topic.

The panel presentations are scattered throughout the semester so that we can get introductory and follow up information on our reading assignments. Each group will have no more than four members. You will get two grades: a group grade and an individual grade. Grades will be based on A). Depth & detail,  B). Professional presentation, and C). Quality of instruction. 

 Following is a list of panel topics:

Film

Photography

Music

Oral Tradition

Art of Protest

Food & “Folk” Art

Each group will get more specific instructions when we meet for our first panel workshop. 

Each audience member is required to write reviews of the presentations made by each group. 

Participation 20%
Your thoughtful participation in in-class writing, small group discussion, and large group discussion is crucial to your success in this course—and to the success of the course. 

Course Calendar

Weeks 1-3
Course concepts defined: identity, ethnicity, nationalism, multiculturalism, art (“high,” “low,” “folk,” etc.), literary genres and periods (realism/romanticism, modernism, postmodernism. )

Readings: from Mixed Blessings.

Assignments: Synthesis journals 1 & 2; sign up for panel presentations.

Weeks 4-7
Native American arts, literature, & culture.  Traditional arts. History of Native America within global context. Native America Literature Renaissance. Native American Fine Arts Movement. 

Readings: Sherman Alexie, One Stick Song. Supplemental materials on Native American identity.

Assignments: Synthesis journal 3. Research paper prospectus. Panels 1 & 2.

Weeks 8-11

Harlem Renaissance. Historical overview of African Americans, including slavery, emancipation, Great Migration, Civil Rights, etc.  Music.

Readings: from The Portable Harlem Renaissance Reader.

Assignments: Research paper draft. Panels 3 & 4. Synthesis journal 4.

Weeks 12-15

Holocaust, history and timeline. The comic genre. 

Reading: China Men.  Art Speigelman, Maus.
Asian American arts. History of Asian immigration to U.S. “Model  minority.” 

Reading: Maxine Hong Kingston,  China Men
Assignments: Synthesis journal 5. Research paper final. Panel 5. 

Only fill in what is changing.  





If information is remaining the same, leave the section blank.
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