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Course prerequisites

Sophomore standing.

Course description

This challenging liberal studies course examines women’s participation in American arts and culture. We will consider how art is a lens through which to view culture; as such, we’ll investigate how women’s artistic production embodies the political, social, and economic conditions that influence American women. How do diverse American women construct or resist American identity? How do gender, class, race, sexual orientation, and ethnicity complicate American identity? What cultural histories do women artists and writers rely upon? In order to approach these questions, we will explore genres ranging from fiction, poetry, visual art, music, and “folk art” to gain insights into how American women identify themselves and are identified by others. 

This course is divided into four learning modules. Each module must be completed by a predetermined date. Within each module, we will explore the central relationship in humanities study: how does human thought, human expression, and human action lead to the formation of values? 

Thematic focus: Valuing the diversity of human experience

Distribution block: Aesthetic and humanistic inquiry

Essential skills: Critical thinking, critical reading

Course objectives

Within each module, students will meet each course objective through discussion participation, response papers, short quizzes, and glossary entries. Each of these activities is designed to teach and enhance critical thinking and effective reading. 

1. Students will describe the ways significant historical and theoretical factors influence women’s art and literature, thereby demonstrating an understating of the relationship between thought, expression, and action.  

2. Students will analyze specific women’s contributions to American arts and culture. 

3. Students will define key components of each module and relate each module’s themes to women’s artistic production. 

Course structure/approach
Hum 375 is a web course. All instruction and learning and exchange of ideas will occur online. Students are required to read short “lectures,” read/view module materials, and write formal and informal responses. There will be a cumulative final exam at the end of the course. 

Modules

1. Introduction

2. Body

3. Earth

4. Nation

Textbooks and required materials

Most readings will be available online. Other readings, including one play and three novels, are available at the NAU Bookstore: http://www.bookstore.nau.edu/ Students may order copies of the required texts online at the NAU bookstore or at any bookstore of your choice. 

Assignments & evaluation methods 

The introductory module is worth 50 points, and each thematic module is worth 100 points. Points are earned by responding to discussion questions, taking quizzes, writing response papers, and contributing to the class glossary. The final exam is worth 50 points and glossary entries are worth 20 points for a total 500 possible points. 

Each module begins with a short orientation and a description of learning objectives. I will assess how each student meets objectives through the formal and informal writing assignments in within each module. 

Grading system 

Final grades will be based on a total of 500 points. 

Extra credit is not available. Assignments MUST be completed on time for credit. NO late work is accepted. 

Course policies

“Attendance.” Students are expected to log on to the course a minimum of three times per week. Thoughtful participation is crucial to your success in this course. Participation means responding to the instructor’s discussion questions and contributing to assigned discussion topics with your peers. 

ABOR policies indicate that for every hour a student spends in class, she should expect to spend 2 hours out of class on homework, reading, etc. According to this formula, please budget at least 9 hours of week (3 in class hours, 6 our of class hours) for Hum 375. 

Plagiarism and cheating

Plagiarism, the intentional or unintentional representation of someone else’s work as your own, is a very serious offense.  To avoid plagiarism, cite your sources and construct original knowledge. Cheating and plagiarism will result in failure of the course.

Course Outline

Women in American Arts and Culture: Module One (weeks 1-2) 
Introductions

Please take time to familiarize yourself with the course by investigating all the class icons, reading the syllabus, and noting due dates. 

Assignment 1: Introduce yourself in Discussion area 

Assignment 2: Readiness survey and reflection 

Assignment 3: What is Culture? Website visit and quiz 

http://www.wsu.edu:8001/vcwsu/commons/topics/culture/culture-definition.html
Reading and Visual art

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments” 

Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?”

“Toward Utopia: Moral Reform and American Art in the Nineteenth Century,” Whitney Chadwick

Assignment 4: Short response
Women in American Arts and Culture: Module Two, BODY (week 3-5) 
Readings & Visual Art
“Bodies That Matter,” Judith Butler

“Body Matters: Cultural Inscriptions,” Lynne Segal 

Surfacing, Margaret Atwood

Assignment 1: Theory paper to drop box 

Vagina Monologues, Eve Ensler

Assignment 2:  Short response plus dialogue in Discussion area 

 “Female Slaves: Sex Roles and Status in the Antebellum Plantation South,” Deborah Gray White

Kindred, Octavia Butler 

Assignment 3: short answer quiz 
“Laundryman’s Daughter,” Tomie Arai

“The Emergence of the Clowns,” Roxanne Swentzell

“The Liberation of Aunt Jemima,” Betye Saar

“Vanilla Nightmares,” Adrian Piper

Assignment 4: Short response in Discussion area (due 2/18)

Before you move on to the next module, be sure to submit a new word or concept to our class Glossary   (Students with last names beginning A – H)
Women in American Arts and Culture: Module Three EARTH (weeks 6-9)

Readings & Visual Art
 “Come into the Shade,” Luci Tapahonso

Assignment 1: Short response 

“Naturalized Women and Feminized Nature,” Kate Soper

 “Eve: Nature and Narrative,” Carolyn Merchant

Visual: “Sun Mad Raisins,” Esther Hernandez

Assignment 2:  Theory paper 

“Unearthing Herstory: An Introduction,” Annette Kolodny

Refuge, Terry Tempest Williams 

Assignment 3: short answer quiz 

“Fire,” Joy Harjo

“breaklight,” being property once myself,” the lost baby poem,” “the bodies broken on,”  Lucille Clifton

“Lesson 1” and “Lesson 2,” Pat Mora

“Rolling Naked in the Morning Dew,” Pattiann Rogers

“The Honey Tree,” Mary Oliver

“When Mud Woman Begins,” Nora Naranjo-Morse 

Visual: “Water Jar on Mud Woman’s Head,” “Mud Woman’s First Encounter with the World of Money and Business” Nora Naranjo-Morse

Assignment 4: your own original poem responding to instructor prompt in Discussion area. 

Before you move on to the next module, be sure to submit a new word or concept to our class Glossary  (Students with last names beginning I – O)
Women in American Arts and Culture: Module Four: NATION (week 10-14) 

Readings & Visual Art

“Cherokee Women and the Trail of Tears,” Theda Purdue

accompanying visual: Valjean Hessing (Choctaw) “Choctaw Immigrants”

Assignment 1:  Short response plus dialogue in Discussion area 

Mothertongue, Demetria Martinez

Visual: “Border,” Frida Kahlo

Assignment 2: Short response in Discussion area 

SPRING BREAK, week 13

“Gendering the Nation-State,” Linda McDowell

“Locational Feminism: Gender, Cultural Geographies, and Geopolitical Literacy,” Susan Stanford Friedman

Guerilla Girls at http://www.guerillagirls.com/                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Las Mujeres Muralistas
Assignment 3: Theory paper to Drop box 

“The Homeland, Atzlán/El Otro Mexico,” Gloria Anzaldúa

“America” Demetria Martinez

“In 1869,” Luci Tapahanso

“Muchas Gracias Por Todo,” Naomi Shihab Nye

“Prospective Immigrants Please Note,” Adrienne Rich

“Children of the Sea,” Edwidge Danticat

Assignment 4: short answer quiz 

“I Used to Be Your Sweet Mama: Ideology, Sexuality, and Domesticity,” Angela 
Davis

“Strange Fruit,” Angela Davis

Assignment 5: short response

Before you move on to the next module, be sure to submit a new word or concept to our class Glossary  (Students with last names beginning P – Z)

Week 15  Culminating activity due

Assignment Description & Evaluation Methods

HUM 375: Women in American Arts and Culture

Writing Criteria

Each assignment will be graded on the following criteria:

· clarity of purpose

· depth and detail of development

· thoughtful organization

· originality

· control of mechanics, spelling, and usage

Exceptionally perceptive work will rate 85% and above; 

Complete, good faith work will rate 70% - 84%;

Vague, incomplete writing. will rate below 70% 

Short response

How long?
1 paragraph

Where?
Discussion area

Worth?

10 points for a single response to instructor’s prompt; 5 points for an 


additional response to peer’s response.

Within each module, I will ask you to write a short (1 paragraph or so) response to one or more of our readings. These short responses will become part of our class discussion, and as such will be posted in the Discussion area. Each discussion session will begin with an instructor’s prompt. In order to contribute to the class discussion and receive points for each discussion, please respond thoughtfully and concisely. Some short responses will require only one posting; others will require you to post in response to my prompt, and then come back and respond to another student’s response. 

Theory paper
How long?
3-4 pages

Where?
Assignment drop box

Worth?

30 points 

Within each module, I will ask you to respond formally and concisely to one or more theoretical articles. The theory papers should be divided into three parts:

1. Summarize the article(s). Identify the main argument of the piece. Identify points of support the author uses.

2. Deconstruct a quote or concept. Isolate a concept or quote that puzzles, excites, angers, or intrigues you. Try to unpack the quote or concept fully. 

3. Apply the theoretical concepts. Use the theory to explain something you’ve read, seen, or experienced. 

Often you will be responding to more than one theoretical article. In these cases, you may expand your paper to 3-4 pages. Use the above format to compare/contrast. 

Short answer quiz

How long?
5-10 questions

Where?
Quizzes

Worth?

10-20 points

Within each module, I will ask you to take a short answer quiz to help assess your critical reading and further your learning. 

Glossary
How long?
up to one paragraph

Where?
Assignment drop box for instructor review (after which I’ll deposit into Glossary)

Worth?

20 points

Our class will compile a glossary of terms related to any aspect of women in American arts and culture. Each student will submit one entry over the course of the semester. You are assigned to a module based on the first letter of your last name. Your culminating activity, the semester's final project, will be based on the Glossary. 

Your glossary entry should be a term or concept related to our study. You may encounter this term in your class reading, or you may wish to bring in related terms not covered in class from feminist theories, arts and culture, historical events, people, etc. In other words, you may define a theoretical term like “cyborg” or a related event like “Harlem Renaissance.” Your glossary entry should define the term, relate it to our study, and give an example to help explain the term. 

You should send your glossary entry directly to me. I will review the entry and submit it to the Glossary. Check the Glossary before doing this assignment—no repeats, please! 

Culminating Activity

How long?
variable

Where?
Assignment drop box

Worth?

50 points

Your final project assignment gives you the opportunity to review and synthesis important course concepts in a creative manner. Your culminating activity, regardless of the genre, should be based on one or more entries found in the glossary. Read through our course glossary. Once you are inspired by an entry or entries, choose a project in which you’ll incorporate these ideas. Some suggestions? Write a short story, build a web page, make a collage, assemble an educational unit, write an editorial or newspaper article, produce visual art, make a map, draw a comic strip, write a professional sales pitch or brochure, assemble a newsletter or `zine. . . or consult with me for other options. 

Notes:

· A good collage, map, comic strip, advertisement, brochure, newsletter, or `zine will be purposeful in its mix of media. The paradox of images, text, white space, etc. should "make sense." Since these sorts of texts bring together a variety of other texts (magazine pictures, print, drawing, etc.), they should have a rhetoric/affect of their own. 

· If you wish to produce visual art or a web page, please make certain you have the technical capability to produce this activity—including the ability to electronically deliver it to your instructor!

· I invite you to work collaboratively on your culminating activity—especially if you wish to undertake a larger project. If you plan to do so, please consult with me first. Each collaborative project should include a statement from each student reflecting on the process of collaboration. 
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