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COURSE PREREQUISITES
No prerequisites.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Respect for tradition is one of the most important aspects of Japanese culture. Traditional means of literature, music, dance, just as the visual arts are painstakingly maintained in order to celebrate the joy of artistic expression as well as Japanese identity. This course focuses on the most important traditional media of Japanese visual arts (i.e.: ceramics, textiles and crafts, sculpture, painting and calligraphy, prints, and architecture and garden design) and explores how long-established practices are integrated with modern forms and functions. The students will learn about the basics of Japanese art history with a special attention to the preferred media and styles associated with each of its periods.  The thematic focus of this course is Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience. This course belongs to the cultural understanding distribution block of Liberal Studies.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Firstly, this class is designed to familiarize students with the basics of the Japanese visual language. During the semester, students will become skilled at specific art historical vocabulary and analytical thinking needed to understand and discuss works of art. They will master how to use works of art as sources of information, including elements of proper identification and, more importantly, the basics of visual analysis with special attention to formal issue, such as: (1) defining characters associated with materials & techniques, (2) balance and use of space within the composition, and (3) features of style in terms of how the work of art relates to reality and the regional tradition of visual expressions. By learning about the masterpieces of Japanese art in terms of techniques of creation and context of use, the students will obtain cultural-specific knowledge. Exposure to diverse contexts will lead to an awareness of cultural diversity.

Secondly, this course aims polish the students’ academic skills, specifically their reading comprehension and oral- and written-communication. They will receive preliminary guidance and individual feedback throughout the semester.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Lectures: ARTS OF JAPAN is a lecture class that incorporates discussions and student presentations into its curriculum. Each lecture is correlated with the assigned readings that the students will be required to read prior to class. Slides and sections of documentary videos will complement the instruction.

Discussions: Students in this class will also learn how to understand academic writing, i.e., how to sum up effectively what they read by focusing on:  1.) the time period and geographical region involved, 2.) the artistic media in discussed, and 3.) the general subject and/or research problem related to intent of the author.

Student Presentations: In the beginning of the semester, guidance will be given on the criteria of effective academic presentations. Students will have a chance to evaluate one another based on these criteria, and thus master effective skills.

Student Class Preparation: In accordance with US college standards, students are expected to devote 6-9 hours of study time each week (2-3 x 3 credit hours) to our class material. For further guidance, see “Tips on how to succeed in this class” handout for class 1.


Program of Classes:
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION OF READINGS

   
     150 minutes total:
100 min lecture



  50 min discussion of class material (articles, videos, web pages)

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSION OF READINGS
   
     150 minutes total: 
30 min quiz

  
   


60 min student presentation (6 x 10 min)

  
   


60 min discussion  (6 x 10 min)

(ca. 18 students x 2 presentations = 36 presentation times)






(ca. 18 students x 2 short papers [5 page each] = 36 papers)
Feedback:  The quizzes and papers will be returned to the students with notes for improvement within 7 days. In addition, students will be encouraged to seek out private consultations with the professor for personal academic guidance (critical thinking, effective writing and effective study strategies).

REQUIRED READINGS
Textbooks:
Stephen Addis, How to Look at Japanese Art (Abrams, 1996).

Penelope Mason, Japanese Art (Prentice Hall, 1993).

The textbooks are recommended for purchase and available at the university bookstore.

Additional Readings:
M. Stokstad, Art History (Prentice Hall, 2002), pp. 426-447 & 856-875.




Sherman Lee, History of Far Eastern Art (Prentice Hall, 1993).




Joan Stanley-Baker, Japanese Art (Thames & Hudson, 2000).
Additional books and articles are available on regular Library and Electronic Reserves.

Videos:  As additional educational material related to this course, videos on Japanese art and history are placed on Library Course Reserve.

Web pages:  Class-by-class web links are easily accessible through our class web page, see Cline Library =>> Course Resources =>> ARH 2xx.

EVALUATION METHODS & DEADLINES
Quizzes:  The quizzes will be closed notebook and returned to the students with corrections in 7 days.  The questions will include: multiple choice-question, which will test basic factual knowledge; and brief answers, where art terms will have to be explained and “illustrated” with examples from the class focus-pieces to test basic analytical thinking and use of art terms  (critical thinking, effective writing).

Student Presentations: These will test the students’ general comprehension and ability to integrate new knowledge (factual knowledge factual knowledge) with their interests and communication skills (critical thinking and effective oral presentation). Depending on individual interest, the focus may be on specific works of art or artistic techniques. In either case, these presentations will test complex analytical thinking and art historical knowledge.


Class Papers:  Based on guidance given in the beginning of the semester, the students will learn the criteria for writing collage papers, including what constitutes an effective introduction, what is a thesis, and how to structure paragraphs. The papers thus will test not only general comprehension, including factual knowledge, but also critical thinking and effective writing.

	Projects:

      5 Quizzes out of 7   (250 points)

      2 Presentations       (200 points)

      2 Papers                   (250 points)

      Perfect Attendance ( 50 bonus points)

	Grades:

       A    =  > 90 %  (1000 - 901 points)

       B    =  > 80 %    (900 - 801 points)

       C    =  > 70 %    (800 - 701 points)

       D    =  > 60 %     (700 - 601 points)

       F     =  < 60 %     (below 600 points)


POLICIES & PROCEDURES 
Attendance:  Class attendance is the responsibility of the individual student.  Its value becomes readily apparent through the rewards of performance and comprehension. While a bonus incentive rewards full attendance, students who miss more than 3 classes will be dropped from the course.  The class period extends for the full 150 (2 x 75) minutes scheduled. Students are expected to follow a minimum standard of classroom etiquette.

Deadlines:  The dates for tests and work due are nonnegotiable; extensions or make-up exams will not be scheduled except in the most extraordinary, fully documented circumstances.
Academic Honesty:  A student caught cheating on a test fails the course completely, regardless of the number of points the student has earned on other work.  A student who plagiarizes part or all of a written assignment will receive an F for the assignment and further disciplinary proceedings at the instructors discretion.  Plagiarism occurs when one claims credit for work he or she has not done personally, and includes turning in a paper written by another student, or putting sentences or ideas originally expressed by someone else into a paper without noting their source.

COURSE CALENDAR

Class 1 (Aug. 26)



Topics:

INTRODUCTION: SYLLABUS, TEXTBOOK, & REQUIREMENTS



LIBRARY VISIT


Tasks for class 2:
   -- Organize your notes from class 1


  




   -- Read the literature assigned for class 2




   -- Prepare an illustrated chronological chart: Periods of Japanese Art History
Class 2 (Sept. 2)



Topics:

HISTORICAL FRAMEWORK: periods of Japanese art
Readings: 
Stokstad 2002, pp. 426-447 & 856-875.



Addis 1996, p. 12.



Mason 1993, p. 7. 


Tasks for class 3:
  -- Organize your notes from class 2





  -- Prepare for a quiz on a Periods of Japanese Art History




  -- Read the literature assigned for class 3 
Class 3 (Sept. 9)



Topics:

EXERCISE ON DESCRIPTION & COMPOSITIONAL ANALYSIS



QUIZ 1

Readings: 
Addis 1996, pp. 7-13, 33, 53, 75, 93, 115, and 135.


Tasks for class 4:
  -- Organize your notes from class 3




  -- Read the literature assigned for class 4 
Class 4 (Sept. 16)



Topics:

CERAMICS
Readings: 
Addis 1996, 14-33.


Tasks for class 5:
  -- Organize your notes from class 4




  -- Prepare for a quiz on Japanese Ceramics





  -- Read the literature assigned for class 5

Class 5 (Sept. 23)



Topics: 
QUIZ 2




WORKSHOP ON CERAMICS: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS & DISCUSSIONS

Readings: 
Mason 1993, pp. 13-32, 207-210, 319-322, and 386-387.


Tasks for class 6:
  -- Organize your notes from class 5




  -- Read the literature assigned for class 6 
Class 6 (Sept. 30)



Topics:

TEXTILES & other TRADITIONAL crafts
Readings: 
Mason 1993, pp. 135-144; additional readings to be announced.

Tasks for class 7:
  -- Organize your notes from class 6




  -- Prepare for a quiz on a Japanese Textiles and Traditional Crafts




  -- Read the literature assigned for class 7

Class 7 (Oct. 7)



Topics: 
WORKSHOP ON TEXTILES & CRAFTS: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS & DISCUSSIONS




QUIZ 3
Readings: 
(to be announced)


Tasks for class 8:
  -- Organize your notes from class 7




  -- Read the literature assigned for class 8
Class 8 (Oct. 14)



Topics: 
SCULPTURE
Readings: 
Addis 1996, 34-53.


Tasks for class 9:
  -- Organize your notes from class 8




  -- Prepare for a quiz on a Japanese Sculpture


  -- Read the literature assigned for class 9

Class 9 (Oct. 21)



Topics: 
WORKSHOP ON SCULPTURE: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS & DISCUSSIONS



QUIZ 4
Readings: 
Mason 1993, pp. 64-73, 101-110, and 153-158.


Tasks for class 10:  -- Organize your notes from class 9




  -- Read the literature assigned for class 10

Class 10 (Oct. 28)



Topics: 
ARCHITECTURE & GARDEN DESIGN
Readings: 
Addis 1996, 14-33.




Tasks for class 11:  -- Organize your notes from class 10




  -- Prepare for a quiz on a Japanese Architecture and Garden Design




  -- Read the literature assigned for class 11

Class 11 (Nov. 4)



Topics: 
WORKSHOP ON ARCHITECTURE & GARDEN: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS & DISC.




QUIZ 5
Readings: 
Mason 1993, pp. 33-38, 41-52, and 174-194.


Tasks for class 12:  -- Organize your notes from class 11




   -- Read the literature assigned for class 12

Class 12 (Nov. 18)




Topics: 
PAINTING & CALLIGRAPHY
Readings: 
Addis 1996, 54-93.


Tasks for class 13:  -- Organize your notes from class 12




  -- Prepare for a quiz on a Japanese Painting




  -- Read the literature assigned for class 13

Class 13 (Nov. 25)




Topics: 
WORKSHOP ON PAINTING: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS & DISCUSSIONS



QUIZ 6

Readings: 
Mason 1993, pp. 194-203, 217-238, and 278-304.


Tasks for class 14:  -- Organize your notes from class 13




  -- Read the literature assigned for class 14

Class 14 (Dec. 2)

Topics:

PRINTS
Readings: 
Addis 1996, 94-115.


Tasks for class 15:  -- Organize your notes from class 14




   -- Prepare for a quiz on a Japanese Prints


   -- Read the literature assigned for class 15
Class 15 (Dec. 9)

Topics:

QUIZ 7




WORKSHOP ON PAINTING: 6th STUDENT PRESENTATIONS & DISCUSSIONS
Readings: 
Mason 1993, pp. 304-319.
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