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Proposal for new Academic Plan, Plan change, or Plan Deletion
	College
	Interdisciplinary
	Department
	BAILS/BAS Advisory Council

	

	Academic Plan Name
	Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies (BAiLS)
	Subplan (if applicable)?
	

	
	
	

	*Please note that this new or changed plan will go into effect at the beginning of the fall term after it is approved.
	
	

	Is this proposal for a :  
	
	New Plan
	
	xxx
	Plan Change
	
	
	Plan Deletion


	For Plan Changes, place the existing catalog text in this column.  Be sure you include all catalog text that pertains to this plan change
For New Plans, leave this column blank.
B.A. in Liberal Studies Program

Tamara L. Harrison –Contact Person

University Advisement Center

NAU PO Box 5650, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5650

928-523-4821
Program Director

Larry A. Gould, Ph.D.

Social & Behavioral Sciences, room 245

NAU Box 15700, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5700

928-523-9508
Bachelor of Arts in
Liberal Studies (extended major)

To earn the BAILS degree, you must complete the three components described in the following paragraphs.

Major Requirements 51-60 units

Liberal Studies Requirements
35 units

General Electives
25-34 units

Total Required for Degree
120* units

*Be aware that some courses required for this degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check all course descriptions to find out. (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)

Please note that for the B.A. in liberal studies, you must take at least 36 units of upper-division coursework.

Major Requirements

You must complete 51-60 units for this major—in an emphasis, a focus area, and coursework in communications skills.

You must have a combined grade point average of 2.5 or better for all emphasis and focus courses averaged together.

Emphasis

You must take 21‑28 units in an emphasis plan approved by the BAILS advisory council. See the end of this section for a list of BAILS emphases, each of which has been designed with a clear and specific learning objective.

As part of NAU’s general university requirements, these units include a junior-level writing course and senior capstone experience, which we specify within each individual emphasis.

Focus Area

You must take at least 15 units in a structured, interdisciplinary or disciplinary plan of study outside your emphasis field. Each emphasis has recommended focus plans that integrate the courses in the focus with your whole degree program; see the department of your emphasis for specific details.

Please note that a BAILS advisor must approve your focus if not otherwise specified by the emphasis department.

Communication Skills

You must take the following 18‑20 units:


3 units in computer literacy, such as CIS 120 and 120L, taken with a letter grade
(This coursework must help you to understand in general the technical components of computers and information systems, the role of computers in modern society, how to solve problems using information systems technology, and how to use the World Wide Web and common software productivity tools.)


6 units of oral communication courses from the BAILS-approved course list
(These two 3‑unit courses must help you to speak clearly, confidently, and reasonably, using various methods in a variety of public-speaking situations. They must include three formal oral presentations, with the assessment of these presentations constituting most of the grade. These courses help you to understand the process of public communication; critical thinking, research, and organizational skills in public speaking; and the impact of nonverbal behavior on the speaking and listening process. These courses also help you to apply this knowledge to specific public speaking assignments while using visual aids, fluent oral language, animated physical delivery, evidence and reasoning, logical organization, and communication ethics. Please note that you can’t use CLEP or locally prepared exams to satisfy this requirement.)


two courses (6‑8 units) in a modern language other than English, selected from the same language
(You can take CLEP or AP exams to fulfill all or part of this requirement; however, you can’t use “travelers” or “conversation only” language courses for this requirement.)


Liberal Studies Requirements

See the General Academic Requirements chapter of this catalog for information about the 35 units of liberal studies credit that we require. Contact the department of your emphasis for information about liberal studies courses that are specific to this major.

Be aware that you may not use courses that have the same prefix or course code as the courses in your emphasis and focus to satisfy liberal studies requirements. Public Agency Service and Women’s Studies are interdisciplinary; thus, they may use the same prefixes. The same course cannot be used to satisfy both the emphasis and the Liberal Studies.

General Electives

You may take the remaining  25-34 units from any academic areas you choose, to meet the degree total of 120 units.

You may use these courses to pursue your specific interests and goals; consult with your advisor to select the courses that will be most advantageous to you. (You may also use prerequisites or transfer credits as electives if they weren’t used to meet major or liberal studies requirements.)


	Show the proposed changes in this column.  Please BOLD the changes, to differentiate from what is not changing.

(Describe the changed requirements under headings that match those used in the left column.  Please be aware that if the units are not totaled correctly, the catalog editor will adjust them accordingly.)

B.A. in Liberal Studies Program

Tamara L. Harrison –Contact Person

University Advisement Center

NAU PO Box 5650, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5650

928-523-4821
Program Director

Larry A. Gould, Ph.D.

Social & Behavioral Sciences, room 245

NAU Box 15700, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5700

928-523-9508 Bachelor of Arts in
Liberal Studies (extended major)

To earn the BAILS degree, you must complete the three components described in the following paragraphs.

Major Requirements 51-60 units

Liberal Studies Requirements
35 units

General Electives
25-34 units

Total Required for Degree
120* units

*Be aware that some courses required for this degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check all course descriptions to find out. (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)

Please note that for the B.A. in liberal studies, you must take at least 36 units of upper-division coursework.

Major Requirements

You must complete 51-60 units for this major—in an emphasis, a focus area, and coursework in communications skills.

You must have a combined grade point average of 2.5 or better for all emphasis and focus courses averaged together.

Emphasis

You must take 21‑28 units in an emphasis plan approved by the BAILS advisory council. See the end of this section for a list of BAILS emphases, each of which has been designed with a clear and specific learning objective.

As part of NAU’s general university requirements, these units include a junior-level writing course and senior capstone experience, which we specify within each individual emphasis.




 Focus/Minor/Certificate Area 

Choose one of the three options below:

Focus Requirements

You must take at least 15 units in a structured, interdisciplinary or disciplinary plan of study outside your emphasis field.  Each emphasis has recommended focus plans that integrate the courses in the focus with your whole degree program; see the department of your emphasis for specific details.

Minor 

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a minor, outside of your emphasis field, in lieu of either a focus or certificate.  The minor must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation.  Not all minors are available statewide, or on-line.  Completing a minor will require 15 or more units.  Refer to the on-line catalog for a listing of minors and the coursework requirements.

Certificate Requirements

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a certificate, outside of your emphasis field, in lieu of either a focus or minor.  The certificate must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation.  Not all certificates are available statewide, or on-line.  Completing a certificate will require 15 or more units.  Refer to the on-line catalog for a listing of certificates and the coursework requirements.

Communication Skills

You must take the following 18‑20 units:


3 units in computer literacy, such as CIS 120 and 120L, taken with a letter grade
(This coursework must help you to understand in general the technical components of computers and information systems, the role of computers in modern society, how to solve problems using information systems technology, and how to use the World Wide Web and common software productivity tools.)

· 
6 hours of oral communication courses from the BAILS-approved course list
You may choose to take 6 hours of approved performance based oral communication coursework or a combination of 3 hours of approved performance based oral communication coursework and 3 hours of approved theoretically based communication coursework.  

You may choose 3 to 6 hours of credit from the list of performance based courses below to satisfy this requirement:  SC 111, EM 124 (Includes EM 124 Lab), SC 311, SC 314, SC 315, SC 318, and/or SC 242.

You may take 3 hours of credit, in addition to 3 hours credit from the list of performance based courses, from the list of theoretically based courses to satisfy this requirement: SC 424, SC 472 or SC 477.

Please note that you can’t use CLEP or locally prepared exams to satisfy this requirement.  Transfer credit used to satisfy this requirement must be approved by the BAiLS/BAS Advisory Council.

two courses (6‑8 units) in a modern language other than English, selected from the same language
(You can take CLEP or AP exams to fulfill all or part of this requirement; however, you can’t use “travelers” or “conversation only” language courses for this requirement.)


Liberal Studies Requirements

See the General Academic Requirements chapter of this catalog for information about the 35 units of liberal studies credit that we require. Contact the department of your emphasis for information about liberal studies courses that are specific to this major.

Be aware that you may not use courses that have the same prefix or course code as the courses in your emphasis and focus to satisfy liberal studies requirements. Public Agency Service and Women’s Studies are interdisciplinary; thus, they may use the same prefixes. The same course cannot be used to satisfy both the emphasis and the Liberal Studies.

General Electives

You may take the remaining  25-34 units from any academic areas you choose, to meet the degree total of 120 units.

You may use these courses to pursue your specific interests and goals; consult with your advisor to select the courses that will be most advantageous to you. (You may also use prerequisites or transfer credits as electives if they weren’t used to meet major or liberal studies requirements.)




For undergraduate plans, will this requirement be a student individualized plan*?  ______no   ______yes
  *A Student Individualized Plan is an academic requirement that varies by student, such as the 15-unit BAiLS focus, for which 
   coursework requirements are established by the individual student and advisor together. 
 If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form herby takes responsibility for providing complete 
  information about each student’s individual requirements for the degree audit system.

For undergraduate plans, will this requirement require maintaining a milestone** to verify satisfactory completion?  ______no    ______yes

**A Milestone is used to record noncourse accomplishments, such as completing a required language proficiency exam, in degree 
    audit and on transcripts.

If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for maintaining the
  milestone and keeping individual student records up to date.

Justification for proposal:
The change to the focus makes officials what we the BAILS/BAS Advisory Council has already been doing in practice.  That is we have acted positively on requests to substitute the a minor or a certificate for the focus.

The change to the communication block is in recognition that communication is about more than performance based courses.  The addition of theory courses allows students to explore facets of communication related to gender, culture, and other areas of theoretical exploration.
If this academic plan will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied?
N/A
Will this academic plan affect other programs, curricula, or enrollment at NAU?  If so, attach documentation from the affected departments.
N/A
Will this academic plan affect community colleges?  If so, attach documentation from the affected institutions.

NO
Will present library holdings support this academic plan?

YES
Certifications

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Department chair (if appropriate)
 
                                                                                                                    Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chair of college curriculum committee
                                                                                                                    Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dean of college


                                                                                                                   Date

For committee use only

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For University Curriculum Committee
                                                                                                                   Date

Of University Graduate Committee

Action taken:                __________approved as submitted                 __________approved as modified                 

Note: Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to the college dean, department chair,Registrar’s Office, and Academic Information Office after approval.
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