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Proposal for New Course 
	1. New course effective what term and year? (ex. Spring 2003, Summer 2004)
	Fall 2004

	

	2. College
	SBS
	3. Department
	Political Science

	

	4. Course subject/catalog number
	POS 313
	5. Units (credit hours)
	3

	

	6. Co-convened with
	

	

	7. Cross-listed with
	

	

	8. Long course title
	American Political Parties and Interest Groups

	

	9. Short course title (maximum of 30 characters including spaces)
	Am Pol Parties/Interest Gps

	

	10. Catalog course description (20-30 words)
Examines the central role of political parties in American politics especially in elections, partisan identification, and governing.   Course also investigates the extent to which special interest groups influence American politics.


	11. Grading option: Letter grade
	X
	or pass/fail
	
	or both
	
	(If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	12. May course be repeated for additional credit? 
	yes
	
	no
	X
	If yes, maximum units allowed?
	

	

	13. If yes, may course be repeated for additional credit in the same term? (ex. BIO 300, PES 100)
	yes
	
	no
	X

	

	14.
	If this is a topics course with regular, set topics, please list the topic titles here. (If this is a topics course under which any topic may be taught, do not fill this section out.)
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	15. Please check one of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	Lecture and lab (combined)
	
	Lecture only
	X
	Lab only
	
	Recitation
	
	Clinical
	
	Research
	

	Seminar
	
	Field Studies
	
	Independent Study
	
	Activity
	
	Supervision
	
	

	

	16. Units (hours) of lecture weekly
	3
	Units (hours) of lab weekly
	

	

	17. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	None

	

	18. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	None

	

	19. Will all sections of the course require (check one):
	instructor consent
	
	department consent
	
	no consent
	X

	

	20. Is course an elective
	X
	or required for an academic plan
	
	?

	                    If required, for what academic plan?
	

	                    If required, also submit Proposal for New Plan or Plan Change.

	

	21. Was course previously offered as a university course line?
	yes
	X
	no
	
	

	                    If yes, give dates and enrollment for the most recent term(s) offered.
	

	POS 413, Fall 1996

	22. Does course replace an existing course? yes
	
	no
	X
	

	                    If yes, what course?
	
	Submit Proposal for Course Change or Deletion for replaced course.

	

	23. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?   
	yes
	
	no
	X

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                      

	

	

	

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department who course is listed above.

	

	24. Will this course affect other academic plans, departments, or enrollment?
	yes
	
	no
	X
	

	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	25. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)? yes
	
	no
	X
	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?  yes
	
	no
	
	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	

	

	26. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved university format; see next page for outline.) 
Political parties and interest groups are central to a comprehensive understanding of the American political system.  Political parties organize modern American politics from both an electoral and governmental standpoint.  So fundamental are parties that E.E. Schattschneider argued: "Political parties created modern democracy and modern democracy is unthinkable save in terms of the parties."  It is through political parties that individuals are connected to the political system.  Party labels allow citizens to cast informed votes with little effort.  Understanding the party system is also central to explaining how Congress, the presidency, and the courts operate.  Interest groups are, in many ways, similar to political parties.  These institutions give individuals another route to influencing the political system.   They are institutionalized factions in modern American politics and they play important roles in both elections and governance.   Interest groups represent the views of Americans to our governments.  From a pluralistic perspective interest groups supply important additional information to our elected officials.  From an elitist perspective, interest groups are merely tools by which corporation gets the policy outputs that they want.  Regardless, of how one feels about these groups, they play an important role in modern American politics.
Among its peer institutions, NAU is one of only two or three universities that does not have a course on political parties.  This is very much a mainstream course that is offered at nearly every university.  This course would easily be integrated into the current sequence of American Politics courses: (POS 314 Political Participation, POS 315 American Presidency, POS 316 Congressional Politics, and POS 317 Judicial Politics.)  It would also add an additional elective choice for students enrolled in the American Political Studies (APS) major, now the department’s largest undergraduate program.


	27. Is the course needed for a new degree plan?         yes
	
	no
	X
	

	                         If yes, has the program been approved by UCC or UGC?  yes
	
	no
	
	

	                         If yes, when?
	
	

	                         Name of new program plan?
	
	

	

	28. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Dr. Tom Brunell, Dr. Fred Solop, Dr. Jacqueline Vaughn, 

and Dr. Harriet Young

	

	29. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied? 
No additional resources are required.


	30. Will present library holdings support this course?  yes
	X
	no
	
	

	

	31. Approvals

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	

	For Committee use only

	

	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date

Or University Graduate Committee

	

	Action taken:
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified
	

	

	

	

	Note:  Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to college dean, department chair, registrar’s office, and Academic Information Office after approval.
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