POS 313 American Political Parties and Interest Groups

Professor Tom Brunell

Department of Political Science (SBS)

Fall 2004

Phone: 523-8515
tom.brunell@nau.edu

office:  SBS 201
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 11-12
Course Prerequisistes: none

Description: This course will examine the role and development of political parties and interest groups in the context of American politics.  Parties play a crucial role in both electing candidates and in the governing of the country.  Understanding politics in America begins with an understanding of the party system.  We will look at the historical development of the party system in America as well as the major realignments in the party system that have occurred in the history of the republic.  Citizens are increasingly less likely to identify with one of the two major parties.  Nonetheless the two parties still dominate the American political system at all levels of government.  We will investigate why this is the case and possible implications of this decline.  Other major features - primary elections and caucuses at both the Presidential and Congressional level, the role of the national parties in the electoral process, the relationship between national and state parties, the role of interest groups in elections and governing.  

Student Learning Expectations: At the end of this course you should be able to answer the following questions: What is a party?  What do parties do?  What is the difference between a party and an interest group?  What role did the Founders envision for political parties in America?  What role do they play in elections and in governing?  Why are there two parties in American politics?  

Readings: You should purchase the following books at the bookstore

Maisel, The Parties Respond 

Bibby & Maisel, Two Parties - or More? 

Wattenberg, The Decline of American Political Parties, 1952-96

Bibby, Policies, Parties, and Elections in America 

Nownes, Pressure and Power 

Class lectures will overlap, at times, with the readings.  However, much of what we discuss in lecture will not be in the readings.  Thus, attending class is extremely important if you are interested in learning and/or doing well in the class.  

Cheating will not be tolerated in this class.  Any student caught cheating will receive an "F" for the term.  Given the amount of information on the Internet and CD-ROMs it has become painfully easy to simply cut and paste information into a term paper.  This qualifies as plagiarism just like re-typing information from an encyclopedia was way back in the dark ages when I was a student.  Wandering eyes & cheat sheets during exams were in my day, and still remain, a problem.  Do not cheat.

You grade will be based on 2 exams, 1 long paper, and a few quizzes.  The midterm exam will be 25 percent of your grade; the paper will have a weight of 30 percent; and the quizzes will account for 10 percent; and the final exam will be 35 percent of your final grade.  You will be given guidelines for the paper at a later date.  There is an in-class midterm examination and a final exam that will be extensive, intensive, and comprehensive.  

Grading scale is as follows, if your weighted average is:

90 percent or better: A

80-89 percent: B

70-79 percent: C

60-69 percent: D

less that 60 percent: F

There will be no make up exams without a documented emergency.  For each day (or portion thereof) that a paper is late a five (5) percentage points penalty will be assessed (this includes weekends).

Students are expected to keep up with current events during the class.  The best way to do this is some combination of reading a daily paper (NY Times) or watching the nightly news/political programs. Extra credit is available.  On each exam there will be some extra credit questions regarding current events.  This extra credit alleviates any measurement error in the grading process and therefore I will not change any grade for any reason other than an error in recording said grade.   Students are strongly encouraged to come to every class, although attendance will not be taken.
Preliminary Schedule of topics and reading

January 29  - Introduction.

January 31 - What is a party?



Read
Ch. 1 in Bibby

Feb 5-7 - Parties in America - the Early Years.



Read 
Ch. 2 in Bibby




Ch. 2 in Bibby and Maisel




Ch. 1 in Maisel



Feb 12-14 - Party Politics in America Today



Read
Ch. 3 Bibby




Feb 19-21 -Party Organizations



Read
Ch. 4 Bibby

Feb 26-28 State & Congressional Nominations



Read
Ch. 10 Maisel




Ch. 5 Bibby




Ch. 7 Maisel

March 5-7 Presidential Nomination Process



Read
Ch. 6-7 Bibby




Ch. 8-9 Maisel

March 12-14  Parties in the Electorate



Read 
Ch. 8 Bibby



 
Ch. 1-4 Wattenberg




Ch. 5-6 Maisel

March 19  Decline of Parties and Third Parties



Read
Ch. 5-8 Wattenberg




Ch. 1,3,4,5 Bibby and Maisel

March 21 MIDTERM EXAM - NO MAKEUP EXAMS
March 26-28 - Spring Break NO CLASS
A[ril 2-4  Parties in Government & The Case of the Census



Read 
Ch. 9 Bibby




Ch. 12-13 Maisel

April 9-11 Modern Party Organizations


Read
Ch2-4 Maisel

April 16-18 The Future of Parties




Ch. 15-16 Maisel

April  23-29  Interest Groups - formation and evolution


Read
Ch. 1-3 Cigler and Loomis

April  30-May 2 What interest groups do - Lobbying

Read
Ch. 4-6 Cigler and Loomis

May  7-9


Read
Ch. 7-10 Cigler and Loomis

FINAL EXAM - 

Tuesday, May 14, 8:30 AM-10:30 AM  
