Course Syllabus 

· Social and Behavioral Sciences, Department of Anthropology

· ANT 253 Aztec and Maya: Archaeology of Ancient Mexico

· Fall 2004

· Clock hours 3 x :50, 3 credit hours

· Dr. Verónica Pérez Rodríguez

· Anthropology Building Room 221

· Office hours to be determined

Course prerequisites—None 

Course description

This course is an archaeological exploration of the development of complex societies in Mesoamerica. In examining the development of Mesoamerican cultures from the Paleoindian to Spanish contact periods, we will learn about the shift from hunting and gathering to intensive agriculture,  factors that shaped socio-political development and collapse, the impact of political complexity and technology on society and the environment, and the cultural and historical characteristics and diversity among Mesoamerican peoples. 
Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course 
This course develops a basic understanding of how anthropologists and archaeologists understand Mesoamerican societies as an example of a world region that independently adopted agriculture, domesticated new crops, and developed pristine complex societies emerged and traits of ‘high’ civilization. Students will be exposed to the current knowledge and approaches of archaeology and explore how the study of Mesoamerica from the Paleoindian to Spanish contact illustrates important issues of cultural and environmental consciousness, socio-political organization, technology and its impact on the environment. The course should also provide knowledge on the Prehispanic foundations of Latin American culture as it pertains especially to Mexico and Central America.

The objectives for this class are that by the end of this course, students will:

1. Understand and be able to explain

· what is unique and defining of an anthropological view of human, human prehistory, and human prehistory in Mesoamerica

· concepts of culture and social complexity in basic terms.

· the development of sedentism, agriculture, and complex societies in Mesoamerica

· a broad framework for considering human history and its impact on the environment 

2. Practice and improve:

· note-taking and active listening and learning skills.

· critical and conceptual thinking skills.

· planning and organizational skills.

· writing, especially writing clarity.

· inter-personal, small group discussion skills.

3. Have the preparation necessary for success in more specialized Anthropology courses.

4. Enjoy and appreciate Anthropology, Archaeology, and human diversity past and present.

Course structure/approach

Lectures/FilmsTC \l1 "Lectures/Films: Classes will consist of structured lectures with some small group activities and relevant film materials. Films are a crucial component of the course and material covered in film format will be included in tests. 

Attendance: TC \l1 "Attendance: Attendance will be necessary for you to pass the tests as the tests are predicated on the assumption you attended class! Attendance is mandatory!
Missing lecture notesTC \l1 "Missing lecture notes: We will help facilitate your contact with other class members with whom you can reciprocate note-taking in the event of misfortune. 

Textbook and required materials

1. Michael D. Coe and Rex Koontz’ Mexico: From the Olmecs to the Aztecs 5th edition

2. Michael D. Coe’s The Maya 6th edition

Recommended optional materials/references (attach reading list)

INTRO, PALEO, ARCHAIC AND VILLAGE: Week 1

  Kirchhoff, P. (1952) Mesoamerica: Its Geographic Limits, Ethnic Composition and Cultural Characteristics. In Heritage of Conquest: The Ethnology of Middle America, edited by Sol Tax, pp. 17-39. The Free Press Publishers, Glancoe, IL. 

  Flannery, K. V., and Marcus Winter. (1976) Analyzing Household Activities. In The Early Mesoamerican Village, edited by K. V. Flannery, pp. 34-47. Blackwell Publishers, Oxford. 

Week 2

  Zeitlin, Robert N. and Judith Francis Zeitlin (2000) The Paleoindian and Archaic Culture of Mesoamerica. In The Cambridge history of the native peoples of the Americas. Volume II, Part I 1996-2000, edited by Richard E. W. Adams and Murdo J. MacLeod, pp. 45-121. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 

  Arnold, P.J. (1999) Tecomates, Residential Mobility, and Early Formative Occupation in Coastal Lowland Mesoamerica. In Pottery and People: A Dynamic Interaction, edited by G. M. F. James M. Skibo, pp. 157-170. The University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City. 

FORMATIVE OR PRECLASSIC: Week 3

  Flannery, K.V. (1971) Archeological Systems Theory and Early Mesoamerica. In Prehistoric Agriculture, edited by S. Struever, pp. 80-100. The American Museum of Natural History, New York. 

  Flannery, K. V. and Joyce Marcus (2000) Formative Mexican Chiefdoms and the Myth of the "Mother Culture". Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 19:1-37. 

  Clark, J. E., and Michael Blake (2000) The Power of Prestige: Competitive Generosity and the Emergence of Rank Societies in Lowland Mesoamerica. In The Ancient Civilizations of Mesoamerica, edited by M. E. Smith, and Marilyn A. Masson, pp. 252-270. Blackwell Publishers, Oxford. 

Week 4

  Grove, David C. (2000) The Preclassic Societies of the Central Highlands of Mesoamerica. In The Cambridge history of the native peoples of the Americas. Volume II, Part I 1996-2000, edited by Richard E. W. Adams and Murdo J. MacLeod, pp. 122-155. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 

CLASSIC MESOAMERICA: Week 5

  Cowgill, G. L. (1997) State and Society at Teotihuacan, Mexico. Annual Review of Anthropology 26:129-161. 

  Cowgill, G.L. (2000) The Central Mexican Highlands from the Rise of Teotihuacan to the Decline of Tula. In The Cambridge history of the native peoples of the Americas. Volume II, Part I 1996-2000, edited by Richard E. W. Adams and Murdo J. MacLeod, pp. 250-317. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 

Week 6

  Blanton, R. E., Gary M. Feinman, Stephen A. Kowalewski, Linda M. Nicholas (1999) Chapter 3. The Origins of Monte Alban. Ancient Oaxaca. Case Studies in Early Societies. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 48-67. 

  Flannery, K. V. and Joyce Marcus (2000) Cultural Evolution in Oaxaca: The Origins of the Zapotec and Mixtec Civilizations. In The Cambridge history of the native peoples of the Americas. Volume II, Part I 1996-2000, edited by Richard E. W. Adams and Murdo J. MacLeod, pp. 358-406. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 

EPICLASSIC: Week 7

  Hirth, K. G. (1989) Militarism and Social Organization at Xochicalco, Morelos. In Mesoamerica after the decline of Teotihuacan: A.D. 700-900, edited by R. D. a. J. Berlo, pp. 69-82. Dumbarton Oaks, Washington D.C. 

Week 8

  Marcus, J. (1989) From centralized systems to city-states: possible models for the Epiclassic. In The Ancient Civilizations of Mesoamerica: A Reader, edited by M. Smith and M. Masson, pp. 83-106. Blackwell Publishers, Oxford. 

  Plog, S. (1986) Mesoamerican-Southwestern Relationships: Issues and Future Directions. In Ripples in the Chichimec Sea. New Considerations of Southwestern-Mesoamerican Interactions, edited by F. J. Mathien, and Randall H. McGuire, pp. 291-300. Southern Illinois University Press, Carbondale. 

POSTCLASSIC: Week 10

  Smith, M. E. (1998) The Rise of Aztec Civilization. In The Aztecs, pp. 31-58. Blackwell Publishers, Oxford. 

Week 11

  Calnek, E. E. (1972) Settlement Pattern and Chinampa Agriculture at Tenochtitlan. American Antiquity 37(1):104-115. 

  Pollard, H. P. (2000) Tarascans and Their Ancestors: Prehistory of Michoacan. In Greater Mesoamerica. The Archaeology of West and Northwest Mexico, edited by M. S. Foster, Shirley Gorenstein, pp. 59-70. The University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City. 

Week 12

  Smith, M. E. (1998) Final Glory and Destruction. In The Aztecs, pp. 274-293. Blackwell Publishers, Oxford.
Course outline

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings and book chapters

	WEEK 1
	
	Course Introduction, Mesoamerica
	Syllabus, Kirchhoff 

	
	
	
	MEXICO 1, MAYA 1

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 2
	
	Archaeology methods and dating
	Flannery & Winter

	
	
	Paleoindian
	MEXICO 2, MAYA 2

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 3
	
	Archaic, Agriculture, Villages
	Zeitlin, Arnold

	
	
	
	MEXICO 3, 4, MAYA 

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 4
	
	Formative complexity, lowlands, Olmec
	Flannery, Clark & Blake, Flannery & Marcus

	
	
	
	MEXICO 5

	
	
	
	Research paper topic must be chosen

	WEEK 5
	
	Formative complexity, highlands                            Grove

	
	
	
	MEXICO 5

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 6
	
	EXAM 1
	

	
	
	Teotihuacan
	Cowgill (2)

	
	
	
	MEXICO 6

	WEEK 7
	
	Valley of Mexico and Oaxaca
	Blanton et al., Flannery & Marcus

	
	
	
	MEXICO 6

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 8
	
	Classic Maya
	Hirth

	
	
	
	MAYA 3, 4, 5

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 9
	
	Epiclassic, N, W Mexico and Veracruz
	Marcus, Plog

	
	
	

	
	
	
	MAYA 6

	WEEK 10
	
	Spring Break
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 11
	
	Exam 2
	

	
	
	Postclassic Maya
	MAYA 7

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 12
	
	Postclassic Maya
	MAYA  8, 9

	
	
	Postclassic Oaxaca
	

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 13
	
	Oaxaca and Toltec
	Smith (Rise)

	
	
	
	MEXICO 7

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 14
	
	Aztec and Tarascan
	Calnek, Pollard

	
	
	
	MEXICO 8

	
	
	
	Research papers due

	WEEK 15
	
	Contact and Conquest
	Smith (Destruction)

	
	
	
	MAYA 10 , MEXICO 9

	
	
	
	

	WEEK 16
	
	Review and Final exam
	


Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

· Methods of Assessment

· Timeline for Assessment

The learning assessment for this course will be based on two tests, a research paper, and a final exam—each worth 25% of the final grade. 

Tests are designed to evaluate your understanding and ability to clearly explain concepts discussed in class, rather than your ability to memorize and reiterate facts. All test answers are in essay format. You will receive a list of all possible essay questions prior to the test, and then will be asked to answer some of those during the test. Note, this is a writing-intensive course. Your grade will be affected by the quality of your writing. Poorly constructed, grammatically confusing, unclear or illegible writing will result in lower or failing grades. It is essential to plan your answers carefully so that they are not only technically correct but also written so they are easily read and understood by others. 

The paper will consist of research or literature review pertaining to a topic of the student’s interest within Mesoamerican studies. All research topics must be pre-approved by the GA or the professor. The body of the paper should not exceed 10 pages; this does not include bibliography and figures. Writing clarity and effectiveness will be graded as explained below.

Grading System

The scheme for grading is set and will be the same for all exams. I will not ever grade any tougher than this, although I reserve the right to grade more generously. The scoring system is as follows (for an example of a 10- point essay question).

Points
Equivalent score

Criteria

10
 
high A


Provides a textbook-level explanation and illustration of the 

concept, and answer selected as best example for class feed-back.

9

A


Explains the concept very clearly, technically correct 

response, gives the best and most relevant examples, very clear and well-written, only relevant material included and thoughtfully concise.

8

high B


Evidence of clear grasp of concept, good and correct 






examples given, clearly well-written, thoughtfully concise

7
B


Evidence of grasp of concept, examples given, 





acceptably well-written.

6
high C


Adequate but limited grasp of concept, some examples, 





legible.

5

C


Gives some examples, legible, but lacks conciseness or clarity 






in the response.
4

D


Little or no grasp of core concept, or incorrect or no 





examples given, or hard to read or poorly written.

0-3

F


Fails to address the question, or little or no grasp of core 






concept and incorrect or no examples given, or illegible.
Course policy

· Retests/makeup tests

Make-up exams: TC \l2 "Make-up exams: In the event of severe misfortune, students may be permitted to take a make-up exam. No more than one make-up exam will be available to any student. All make-up exams are only with prior, written approval of the GA. You must submit a written request to the GA asking for a make-up exam in advance of the make-up test dates, including your reasons for the request and supporting documentation. Supporting documentation will normally be either an official notification from a doctor in the event of medical mishap, or an explanation letter in the event of non-medical misfortune. This request should be made within 7 days of the missed test. There is no make-up available for the final exam. The GA will give you a form that approves your request and tells you when the make-up exam will be scheduled. 

Finals: TC \l2 "Finals: You must take the final scheduled for the course in which you are enrolled.

· Attendance

Attendance: TC \l1 "Attendance: Attendance will be necessary for you to pass the tests as the tests are predicated on the assumption you attended class! Attendance is mandatory!
· Statement on plagiarism and cheating

Academic honesty: The University has a policy on academic honesty. This policy is very far-reaching and the University community takes it very seriously. It is important to understand that we must submit a report to the disciplinary committee if there is even a suggestion of a breach of code, regardless of whether we believe it or not! Therefore, we strongly encourage you to be informed about the policy to protect yourself from misunderstandings. Go to the Office of Student Life for information. Academic dishonesty is not just copying the work of others, but also includes such behaviors as tolerating the academic dishonesty of others or giving false reasons for failure to take a test. Note, if you are aware that another student is cheating, you have the responsibility to ensure that we are informed. If you do not do this you can also be held accountable under this policy for tolerating academic dishonesty, because it undermines the hard work of other classmates when you fail to report such instances.  

University policies:  Attach the Safe Working and Learning Environment, Students with Disabilities, Institutional Review Board, and Academic Integrity policies or reference them on the syllabus.
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