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Course Description:

This class is intended for parks and recreation majors, pre-service educators, classroom teachers, and natural resource/recreation personnel who are interested in teaching basic ecological concepts and human/natural resource interrelationships to school children and the general public.  This class consists of a series of hands on activities and discussions relating to ecosystems, natural resources and wildlife.  

These educational activities and discussions are designed to form a framework that is interdisciplinary in nature; encompassing language arts, science, social studies, and math.  Class participants will have a number of instructive tools to be used to teach environmental education and implement environmental concepts in a variety of settings.  Each class participant will also receive for a cost of $4.00 the official Project Learning Tree Secondary activity guide, as well as other supplementary materials. 

Course Outline:

·       Overview of class/attendance and grading policies

·       renewable/non-renewable energy

·       forest managers and the decisions made on a daily basis

·       ecological diversity

·       ecosystem management

·       invader species

·       Fire

Attendance & Grading Policies:

Students are expected to arrive on time for all sessions. As this is a weekend program of study, attendance is vital.  If any class time is missed the student must make arrangements for an alternative make-up assignment. If this assignment is not completed within the agreed upon period of time, the student will be graded down in the following manner:


thirty minutes-two hours missed

one grade level reduction


two-four hours missed


two grade level reduction

More than four hours missed will result in the grade of an F, unless the absence is excused through a medical situation or personal emergency.  If this is the case, then the student may take an incomplete and make up the class during the next semester.  This option is only available with discussion between the instructor and the student at the earliest convenience.

You will receive an A if you attend all class sessions and participate fully in discussions, group activities and peer teachings.  This is a learning experience through 100% group interaction, the more you participate, the greater the amount of learning that can occur. 
