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Instructor:  Sheryl Lutjens


Three credit hours


Summer Session 2005
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Course Description:  Women’s Studies 360 offers a survey of women in Latin America that searches out their location in regional and national histories, economies, politics, and cultural and social life, using cases and examples that stretch across the continent--from Argentina to Cuba, from Mexico to Chile. 





Course Prerequisites:  None.








Student Learning Expectations:  The objectives of the course are several:  





1)  to learn about women's experiences in the region of the world called Latin America, including the issues raised by those experiences.  In the present period, issues range from women's response to structural adjustment to matters of reproductive rights, violence, women in the arts, or women's movements and international feminism.





2)  to analyze and compare experiences, using categories of geography, race and ethnicity, class, or political system, as well as the multitude of identities assigned women in theory and practice--mother, nun, worker, citizen, revolutionary, policy-maker, and others.





3)  to develop the skills needed for critical assessment of feminist and other theoretical frameworks that are used to explain women's lives, desires, problems, and demands, including the ability to communicate knowledge, understandings, and critical thinking orally and in writing..








Course Structure/Approach:  Women’s Studies 360 will be conducted through a combination of lecture and discussion.  There is a premium on reading and thinking as a means to learning, as well as an emphasis on writing.  In addition, we will view a number of documentaries and other audiovisual "scholarship"; such "traveling" is necessary if we are to understand experience as specific in time and space or as something that can be shared.








Textbooks and Required Materials:  The following books can be purchased at Aradia  Bookstore.  Other readings listed in the course calendar will be available on electronic reserve at Cline Library.





Alvarez, Julia, In the Time of the Butterflies (New York: Penguin, 1994)





Bose, Christine E. and Edna Acosta-Belén, eds. Women in the Latin American Development Process (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1995)





Burgos-Debray, ed.  I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala (London: Verso, 1984)





Radcliffe, Sarah A. and Westwood, Sallie, eds.  'Viva': Women and Popular Protest in Latin America (London: Routledge, 1993)








Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes:  The dates for submission of work are listed in the course calendar.  There will be two short papers, a book review, and two examinations.  Participation will also count for a portion of the course grade, as explained below.


	


Short papers:  four to five pages, typewritten.  These are analytical papers which address a question/task posed by the instructor; as "thought" papers, they are based in course materials and do not require additional research.  Worth 15 points each.





Exams:  there will be a mid-term examination and a final examination.  These exams will include an essay section, as well as short answers and identifications.  The final exam will cover material from the mid-term specifically, but will also evaluate learning during the entire session.  Study questions will be distributed prior to each exam.  The examinations count 20 points each.





Book review:  a four to five page review of/response to In the Time of Butterflies is due the 10th week of class.  The reviews will serve as the basis for class discussion that day.  Guidelines will be distributed in class.  Worth 15 points.





Participation:  the course requires student attendance and class participation.  There will be occasional in-class writing assignments; these will not be graded but will count toward participation.  Each student will also select one assigned article to read and summarize for presentation to the class.  The assigned articles will be on reserve in the Cline Library.  A summary should identify the topic and author of the article, explain in a concise form the argument the author makes--including the evidence provided, and assess the argument in light of course materials and your own perspectives.  It might help to think of questions that can be asked about the article and its argument.  Worth 15 points.








Grading System:  There is a total of 100 points.





	2 short papers @ 15 points	= 30


	2 exams	 @ 20 points   = 40


	book review	 @ 15 points   = 15


	participation   @ 15 points   = 15





Points will be translated into letter grades according to a traditional scale:


90% = A, 80% = B, 70% = C, 60 % = D, and 59% and below = F








Course Policies:   A willingness to engage the challenge of reading, writing, and discussion is essential for successful individual performance in this course, as well as for the quality of class sessions.  All norms of personal and academic integrity need to be respected.  University policy will be applied in cases of academic dishonesty.  Please see the University Policies attached to the syllabus (including Safe Working and Learning Environment, Students with Disabilities, Institutional Review Board, and Academic Integrity policies).





.








	COURSE OUTLINE AND CALENDAR





[Readings that are located in the Cline Library Reserve Desk will be marked with an asterisk]





Week		Topic/Assignment








Week 1 	Frames of Reference:  Women, Gender, and History





Introduction: What kinds of questions can/should we ask about women?  why?





July 9		Structures and Definitions





1.  *Adams, Notable Latin American Women: Twenty-Nine Leaders, Rebels, Poets, Battlers and Spies, 1500-1900, read Ch. 1 ("Bartira, c. 1500-1540"), Ch. 5 ("Catalina de Erauso, c. 1585-1652"), and select one from Chs. 2, 6, 15, 16, 17





2.  *Stevens, "Marianismo: The Other Face of Machismo in Latin America," in Female and Male in Latin America: Essays ed. Pescatello (University of Pittsburgh Press, 1972)





Recommended:  


Scott,  "Women in Latin America: Stereotypes and Social Science," Bulletin of Latin American Research 5:2 (1986)





Video:  "El Hombre, Cuando es Hombre" 








July 10	Gender Ideology, Gendered Realities





1.  *Asunción Lavrín, "Sexuality in Colonial Mexico: A Church Dilemma," in Lavrín, ed.  Sexuality and Marriage in Colonial Latin America (University of Nebraska Press, 1989) 





2.  Westwood and Radcliff, "Gender, Racism and the Politics of Identities in Latin America," in VIVA





3.   Jennifer Abbassi and Sheryl L. Lutjens, “Introduction,” in Rereading Women in Latin America: The Political Economy of Gender, Rowman & Littlefield, 2002





Assigned: *Steve J. Stern, Ch. 1 ("An Invitation to Readers") in The Secret History of Gender: Women, Men, and Power in Late Colonial Mexico (The University of North Carolina Press, 1995) 





Assigned:  Janise Hurtig, Rosario Montoya, Lessie Jo Frazier, “Introduction: A Desalambrar: Unfencing Gender’s Place in Research on Latin America,” in Gender’s Place: Feminist Anthropologies  of Latin America, eds. Rosario Montoya, Lesie Jo Frazier, Janise Hurtig (Palgrave Macmillan, 2002)





Video:  "I'm Not a Common Woman = Yo no Soy una Cualquiera" 








July 11		Heritages





I, Rigoberta Menchu





Video:  "Daughters of Izxhel: Maya Threads of Change" 








July 12		continued





1.  Schirmer, "Truth and the Gendering of Consciousness:  The Comadres of El Salvador and the Conavigua Widows of Guatemala," in VIVA





2.  *"An Interview with Rigoberta Menchu," Nacla Report on the Americas 29:6 (May/June 1996)





3.  *Irene Matthews, (Translating/Transgressing/Torture...,( in Frontline Feminisms: Women, War, and Resistance, eds.  Marguerite R. Waller and Jennifer Rycenga (New York: Garland Publishing, 2000)





Assigned:  Angharad N. Valdivia, (Gendered Silence and Resistance: Rigoberta Menchu Reaches the Global Arena,( in A Latina in the Land of Hollywood and Other Essays on Media Culture (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2000)





Paper #1 Due








Week 2 		Development:  Gender, Work, Power	





July 15		Perspectives on Development





1.  Bose and Acosta-Belén, "Introduction" and "Colonialism, Structural Subordination, and Empowerment: Women in the Development Process in Latin America and the Caribbean," in Bose and Acosta-Belén





2.  Acevedo, "Feminist Inroads in the Study of Women's Work and Development," in Bose and Acosta-Belén





Assigned:  *Selection from Lourdes Beneria, Gender, Development, and Globalization: Economics as if People Mattered (New York: Routledge, 2003)





Video: "A Skirt Full of Butterflies" 








July 16		Global Dynamics





1.  Ward and Pyle, "Gender, Industrialization, Transnational Corporations and Development" in Bose and Acosta-Belén





2.  Fernández Kelly and Sassen, "Recasting Women in the Global Economy: Internationalization and Changing Definitions of Gender" in Bose and Acosta-Belén





Assigned:  Marianne H. Marchand and Anne Sisson Runyan, (Introduction: Feminist Sightings of Global Restructuring: Conceptualizations and Reconceptualizations,( in Gender and Global Restructuring:  Sightings, Sites and Resistances, eds.  Marchand and Runyan (London: Routledge, 2000)





Assigned:  *Janet Townsend, "Housewifisation and Colonisation in the Columbia Rain Forest," in Different Places, Different Voices: Gender and Development in Africa, Asia, and Latin America (Routledge, 1993)





Video:  "Global Assembly Line" 








July 17		Strategies of the 1990s





1.  Rothstein, "Gender and Multiple Income Strategies in Rural Mexico: A Twenty-Year Perspective" in Bose and Acosta-Belen





2.  *Anne Marie Goetz, "Institutionalizing Women's Interests and a Gender-Sensitive Accountability in Development," IDS Bulletin 26:3 (July 1995)





Assigned:  *Saskia Wieringa, "Women's Interests and Empowerment: Gender Planning Reconsidered," Development and Change 25:4 (October 1994)





Video:	 Saul Landau, “Maquila: A Tale of Two Mexicos,” 2001, 55 minutes








July 18		Problems of the 1990s





1.  Blumberg, "Gender, Microenterprise, Performance, and Power:  Case Studies from the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, and Swaziland" in Bose and Acosta-Belén





Assigned:  *Florence Babb, "After the Revolution: Neoliberal Policy and Gender in Nicaragua, Latin American Perspectives 23 (Winter 1996)





Assigned:  *Anna Fernández Poncela, "The Disruption of the Adjustment: Women in Nicaragua," Latin American Perspectives 23 (Winter 1996)








July 19  		Global Connections





1.  *Vicki L. Ruiz, "A Promise Fulfilled:  Mexican Cannery Workers in Southern California," in Carol DuBois and Vicki L. Ruiz, eds. Unequal Sisters: A Multicultural Reader in U.S. Women's History (Routledge, Chapman, & Hall, 1990)





Assigned:  *Christine Bose, "Puerto Rican Women in the United States: An Overview," in Acosta-Belen, ed  The Puerto Rican Woman: Perspectives on Culture, History, and Society, 2nd ed. (Praeger, 1986)





Video:  "The Status of Latina Women"





Paper #2 Due








Week 3 		Public and Private Lives:  Puzzles of Women and Power





July 22  		Mid-Session Examination








July 23		Education





1.  *Francesca Miller, "Education," in Latin American Women and the Search for Social Justice (University Press of New England, 1991)





Assigned:  *Marcy Fink, "Women and Popular Education in Latin America," in Stromquist, ed. Women and Education in Latin America (Lynne Rienner, 1991)





Assigned:  *Beatriz Schmukler, "Women and the Microsocial Democratization of Everyday Life," in Stromquist, ed. Women and Education in Latin America (Lynne Rienner, 1991)








July 24  	At Home and in the Street 





1.  *Nancy Scheper-Hughes, Chs. 1 ("Introduction: Tropical Sadness") in Death without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil (1994)





2.  *Chapter of your choice from Daniel Balderston and Donna J. Guy, eds.  Sex and Sexuality in Latin America (New York: New York University 1997)





Assigned:  *Selection from Licia Fiol-Matta, A Queer Mother for the Nation: The State and Gabriela Mistral (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2002)





Assigned:  *Margaret Randall, "To Change Our Own Reality and the World: A Conversation with Lesbians in Nicaragua," in Our Voices, Our Lives: Stories of Women from Central America and the Caribbean (Common Courage, 1995)





Assigned:  *Lois Wessel, "Reproduction Rights in Nicaragua: From the Sandinistas to the Government of Violeta Chamorro," Feminist Studies 17:3 (1991)





Recommended:


Edward MacRae, "Homosexual Identities in Transitional Brazilian Politics," in Arturo Escobar and Sonia E. Alvarez, eds. The making of Social Movements in Latin America: Identity, Strategy, and Democracy (Westview Press, 1992)





Duncan Green, Hidden Lives: Voices of Children in Latin America and the Caribbean (London and Washington: Cassell, 1998)





Video:  "La Operación"








July 25		Representations





1.  *Jean Franco, "Beyond Ethnocentrism: Gender, Power, and the Third World Intelligentsia," in Williams and Chrisman, eds. Colonial Discourse and Post-Colonial Theory:  A Reader (Columbia University Press, 1994)





2.  *Donna Guy, “True Womanhood in Latin America,” Journal of Women's History 14: 1 (Spring 2002)





Assigned:  Carlota McAllister, (Authenticity and Guatemala(s Maya Queen,( in Beauty Queens on the Global Stage: Gender, Contests, and Power, eds. Colleen Ballerino Cohen, Richard Wilk, Beverly Stoeltje (London: Routledge, 1996)





Recommended: 


 Donald Castro, "Women in the World of Tango," in Yeager, ed. Confronting Change, Challenging Tradition





Video:  "Jean Franco Reading Mexican Novelas"








July 26		Violence





1.  *Sara Nelson, "Women's Police Stations in Brazil: Contradictions and Complicity in a Feminist Institution," Latin America Perspectives 23 (Winter 1996)





2.  *Alicia Partnoy, "Introduction," in The Little Schoolhouse: Tales of Disappearance & Survival in Argentina (Cleis Press, 1986)





Assigned:  *Ximena Bunster, "Surviving Beyond Fear: Women and Torture in Latin America," in Marjorie Agosín, ed. Surviving Beyond Fear: Women, Children and Human Rights in Latin America (White Pine Press, 1993)








Week 4		The Gender of Politics








July 29		Lefts and Rights:  Focus on Chile





1.  Boyle, "Touching the Air:  The Cultural Force of Women in Chile," in VIVA





2.  *Jo Fisher, "Chile: 'The Kitchen Never Stopped,'" or "Chile: `Democracy in the Country and Democracy in the Home'" in Out of the Shadows: Women, Resistance and Politics in South America (Latin American Bureau, 1993)





Assigned:  *Georgina Waylen, "Women's Movements and Democratization in Latin America," Third World Quarterly 14:3 (1993)





Recommended:  


Joe Foweraker, (Ten Theses on the Political Life of Women in Latin America,( in Victoria E. Rodriguez, ed.,  Women(s Participation in Mexican Political Life (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1998





Video:  "The Americas: Women" 








July 30		Women as Warriors	





1.  *Eugenia, "They Won't Take Me Alive,'" in Jaggar, ed.  Living with Contradictions: Controversies in Feminist Social Ethics (Westview Press, 1994)





2.  Radcliffe, "`People Have to Rise Up--Like the Great Women Fighters': The State and Peasant Women in Peru," in VIVA





Assigned:  *Linda Lobao, "Women in Revolutionary Movements: Changing Patterns of Latin American Guerrilla Struggle," in West and Blumberg, eds. Women and Social Protest  (Oxford University Press, 1990)





Recommended:  


one chapter from Karen Kampwirth, Women and Guerrilla Movements: Nicaragua, El Salvador, Chiapas, Cuba (The Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002)	





Video:  "La vida es una sola" 








July 31		Interpreting Politics


	


Discussion of In the Time of the Butterflies





Recommended:  


Kelly Oliver, “’One Nail Takes Out Another’: Power, Gender, and Revolution in Julia Alvarez’s Novels,” in Foucault and Latin America, ed. Benigno Trigo (New York: Routledge, 2002)





Book Review Due








August 1		Women in Revolution: Focus on Cuba





1.  *Lutjens, "Reading Between the Lines: Women, the State, and Rectification in Cuba," Latin American Perspectives 22 (Spring 1995)





Video:  "Retrato de Teresa" 








August 2		continued





1.  *Margaret Randall, "Return to Cuba: Some Stories," in Our Voices, Our Lives


Assigned:  *Margaret Randall, "Some History" in Gathering Rage: The Failure of 20th Century Revolutions to Development a Feminist Agenda (Monthly Review Press, 1992)





Assigned:  *Maxine Molyneux, "Mobilisation without Emancipation: Women's Interests, the State and Revolution in Nicaragua," Feminist Studies 11:2 (1985) 








Week 5		Pasts and Futures





August 5		The Politics of Survival





1.  Craske, "Women's Political Participation in Colonias Populares in Guadalajara, Mexico," in VIVA





2.  Chinchilla, "Revolutionary Popular Feminism in Nicaragua: Ideologies, Political Transitions, and the Struggle for Autonomy," in Bose and Acosta-Belén or Safa, "Women's Social Movements in Latin America," in Bose and Acosta-Belén








August 6	Feminist Movements





1.  Corcoran-Nantes, "Female Consciousness or Feminist Conciousness?: Women's Consciousness Raising in Community-Based Struggles in Brazil,"  VIVA 





2.  * Sonia E. Alvarez, et al., “Encountering Latin American and Caribbean Feminisms,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 28:2 (2002) 





Assigned:  *Graciela Sapriza, "Uruguay:  A Recent History of a Subject with a History of its Own," in Nelson and Chowdhury, eds. Women and Politics Worldwide (Yale University Press, 1994)





Recommended:  


Ana Criquillon, "The Nicaraguan Women's Movement: Feminist Reflections from Within," in M. Sinclair, ed.  The New Politics of Survival:  Grassroots Movements in Central America (Monthly Review Press, 1995)





Nancy Saporta Sternback, et al.,  "Feminisms in Latin American: From Bogotá to San Bernardo," Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 17:2 (Winter 1992)





Sonia E. Alvarez, (Latin American Feminisms (Go Global(: Trends of the 1990s and Challenges for the New Millennium,( in Cultures of Politics, Politics of Cultures: Re-Visioning Latin American Social Movements, eds. Sonia E. alvarez, Evelina Dagnino, and Arturo Escobar (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1998





Helen Icken Safa, “From Rural to Urban, From Men to Women, From Class Struggle to Struggles for Entitlements,” Latin American Research Review 39:1 (2004)��


August 7	Final Examination


�











 





 











