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Proposal for New Course 
	1. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2004, Summer 2005)
	Fall 2005

	

	2. College
	Social and Behavioral Sciences
	3. Academic Unit (Department)
	Criminal Justice

	

	4. Course subject/catalog number
	CJ 495
	5. Units (credit hours)
	3

	

	6. Co-convened with
	NA

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented)



	7. Cross-listed with
	NA

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC. Both course syllabi must be presented.)





	8. Long course title
	Wrongful Conviction 

	

	9. Short course title (maximum of 30 characters including spaces)
	Wrongful Conviction

	

	10. Catalog course description (20-30 words), include requisites.
Analysis of criminal procedures leading to the wrongful conviction of alleged offenders. Substantive material covers police and prosecutorial misconduct; false eyewitness ID; false confessions; junk science; snitch testimony; and indigent defense.



	11. Grading option: Letter grade
	X
	   or pass/fail
	
	  or both
	
	(If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	12. May course be repeated for additional units (credit hours)? 
	yes
	
	  no
	X
	     If yes, maximum units allowed?
	

	

	13. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units (credit hours)  in the same term? (ex. BIO 300)
	yes
	      
	         no
	X

	14. Is this a topics course?     yes  
	
	     no
	X
	

	15. Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	Lecture and lab (combined)
	
	Lecture only
	X
	Lab only
	
	
	
	Clinical
	
	  Research
	

	Seminar
	
	Field Studies
	
	Independent Study
	
	 Activity             
	
	       Supervision          
	
	

	

	16. Contact hours of lecture weekly
	3
	Contact hours of lab weekly
	

	

	17. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	None

	

	18. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	None

	19. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (check one): 

	
	instructor consent
	
	department consent
	
	no consent
	X
	

	

	20. Is the course needed for a new degree plan?      yes
	
	           no         
	X
	

	                         If yes, has the program been approved by UCC or UGC?            yes   
	
	    no
	
	

	                         If yes, when?   
	
	
	

	                         Name of new program plan?   
	
	

	21. Does course replace an existing course?      yes
	
	              
	    no
	X
	

	                    If yes, what course?
	
	 Submit Proposal for Course Change or Deletion for replaced course.

	22. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?        yes
	
	     No
	X
	

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                      

	

	

	

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department who course is listed above.

	

	23. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units (departments), or enrollment?                       yes
	
	         no                                       
	X
	

	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	24. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?      yes 
	
	     no
	X
	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?          yes
	
	      no
	
	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	
	

	25. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved university format; see next page for outline.) 
The course on Wrongful Conviction has been successfully offered three times under the CJ 480 prefix. The course has been offered in both face-to-face and web formats. Each time the course was offered it met with strong enrollments and enthusiastic student participation. The web-delivered option drew criminal justice professionals living in Tucson, Phoenix, Yuma, and elsewhere in the state. Student comments have been especially gratifying as those working in the justice system have utilized course material to recommend changes to criminal investigation procedures (e.g., suspect interviews and eyewitness identification procedures). One of my recent graduates is now serving as a lobbyist for the Arizona Supreme Court. 

This course is signified by challenging reading materials emanating from law reviews, texts, and other criminal justice related sources. The emphasis in the course is comprehension of the six predominant areas of wrongful conviction: Police and Prosecutorial Misconduct; False Eyewitness Identification; False Confession; Snitch Testimony; Junk Science; and Indigent Defense. Students are introduced to area criminal justice practitioners who can speak directly to police and forensic science practices. For example, the Chief of Police of Williams, Arizona, Frank Manson, teaches students how to induce a false confession from a suspect. He then demonstrates a more appropriate interviewing strategy. I also invite DPS DNA technician, Becky Holt, to speak to the class about proper handling and analysis of DNA samples. In addition to two comprehensive examinations, the students are required to generate a group project where they investigate a case of wrongful conviction and present findings to the class. During the course of their investigation the students phone defense and prosecution attorneys, police officers, and others related to the original investigation and adjudication of the case. The experience is invaluable preparation for those who desire to understand how the justice system actually works.  


	

	26. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Robert Schehr
	

	

	27. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied? 

	

	28. Will present library holdings support this course?      yes
	X
	             no
	
	
	

	

	29. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	

	For Committee use only

	

	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date

Or University Graduate Committee

	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified
	

	

	Note:  Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to college dean, department chair, registrar’s office, and Academic Information.

	          Office after approval

	


revised 9/04


_1035894577.bin

