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Instructor:


Telephone:


email:


Office Location: 

Office Hours:


Class Meeting Time & Location: 

Course Prerequisites:  Acceptance into Early Childhood program

Course Description: This course covers curriculum styles, content and development, and their relevance within the development and organization of early childhood and primary programs. This course will also focus on the growth of creative expression in young children through art, music, movement, and dramatic activities.  Students will explore the creation of learning environments that foster play and creativity and learn how to plan appropriate learning activities for young children.

Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course:
Course Objectives:

This course provides a base for understanding and knowledge needed to work with young children. Course assignments and activities will enable students to design learning experiences that match children’s needs and developmental processes.

The student will observe, describe, and reflect on a variety of real early childhood educational settings and curriculum approaches

The student will design a lesson plan for young children which includes developmentally appropriate objectives, a hands-on procedure, materials list, and covers a range of developmental skills

The student will plan curriculum experiences for young children that exhibit knowledge of current developmental norms and intelligences, as well as developmental variation within a class

The student will plan a learning environment that facilitates developmentally appropriate learning areas for a developmentally varied class.

The student will discuss the growth of creativity in the young child in the school setting

The student will evaluate classroom environments in terms of whether they support and promote creative expression

The student will identify physical/motor, social/emotional, and cognitive development possibilities that are furthered by children's involvement in creative activities

The student will design a learning environment that provides art, music, movement, and dramatic activities

The student will plan appropriate art, music, movement, and dramatic activities

The student will describe the roles and responsibilities of the teacher in the creative classroom

Course structure/approach:

These objectives may be accomplished through:

Discussion Forum

Classroom Environment paper

Lesson Plan Resource Notebook

Activity Presentation

Integrating the Arts lesson plan

The Creative Environment Observation

Designing a creative classroom layout

Course Materials:

The following materials are required.

Hirsh, R.A. (2004).  Early childhood curriculum:  Incorporating multiple intelligences, 

developmentally appropriate practice, and play.  Boston: Pearson Education. 

Mayesky, M. (1995).  Creative activities for young children.  New York: Delmar.  

Course Outline:

1.
Environments for Learning


2.
Developmentally Appropriate Practice



3.
Planning and Assessing

4.
Multiple Intelligences




5.
Development of Literacy

6.
Teaching Language Arts








7.
Teaching Mathematics






8.
Thematic Teaching

9.
Music in the Classroom

10.
Integrating Creative Arts

11.
Thinking Divergently

12.
Children’s Art

13.
Music and Movement

14.
Creative Dramatics

15.
Storytelling

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes:

Assessment of student learning will take place in the following forms:

Student-created lesson plans focused on standards


Language Arts


Mathematics


Science/Social Studies

Lesson Plan Resource Notebook

Midterm Exam

Multiple Intelligences Unit

Thematic Unit

Final Exam

Grading Scale:

Percentage


Grade
90–100%


A

80–89%


B

70–79%


C

60–69%


D

59% and below

F

Course Policy:

· Because of the emergent and personalized nature of this course, regular class attendance and participation are crucial.  Class attendance and participation are expected every session the class meets.  You are expected to arrive at class on time and remain for the entire session in order to earn points for class attendance and participation.  (If you miss more than three classes, you will automatically drop a letter grade.)

· You will be expected to come to class prepared to fully participate and discuss the assigned readings. 

· Assignments will be accepted on or before due dates.  Late assignments will result in the loss of points. 

· If you are unable to take an exam at the regularly scheduled time, the instructor should be contacted prior to the exam.

· Work submitted is expected to be of college/professional quality and appearance.  All assignments are to be typed, double spaced, and checked for spelling, grammatical errors, and clarity.
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