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Course description : 
This course will examine play from birth through age eight.  Focusing on the social and cognitive benefits of play, it will assist pre-service teachers in identifying its many uses as well as its role in the development of children. 
Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course :
At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to: 

* Identify various kinds of play.

* Define the role of play in the child’s physical, intellectual, social, emotional, and language development. 

* Design developmentally appropriate play practices for ages and stages of young children.

* Formulate strategies to successfully implement play in classrooms.

* Cite major positions of children’s organizations regarding the role and benefits of play.

* Articulate orally and in writing a personal position regarding the advantages of  play. 

Course structure/approach:

These objectives may be accomplished through:

* Discussion forum 

* Research paper 

* Reading of required text, articles, outside readings 

* Project presentation in the discussion forum 

* Problem Based Learning 

Textbook and required materials:

Johnson, J.E., Christie, J.F., & Wardle, F. (2005).  Play, development, and early education.  

Boston:  Allyn & Bacon.

Stone, S.J. and Kizer, F. (1993).  Playing:  A kid’s curriculum.  Boston: Pearson Education. 
Course outline:

Essential Questions covered: 

· What is play?

· What are the types of play?

· When does play begin?

· How can play be integrated into school?

· How can play be used to enhance literacy learning?

· Can play be assessed?

· How can environments be set up to promote play?

· How does play assist in child development?

· How can adults assist in the encouragement of play?

· Can teachers assist parents in the support of play?

· How can teachers educate the public (parent, other teachers, administrators, legislators) regarding the benefits of play and its role in the educational environment?

· Can play even be separated from learning?

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes:

Assessment of student learning will take place in the following forms: 

Readings and Discussion

Play Article Paper

Observation Paper (Indoor and Outdoor Play Environments)

Student-Created Literacy Play Center

Midterm Exam

Problem-Based Learning Project

Children’s Play Observation Paper

Research Paper

Final Exam

Grading System:

Points



Percentage


Grade




90–100%


A





80–89%


B

70–79%


C





60–69%


D





59% and below

F

Course Policy:

· Because of the emergent and personalized nature of this course, regular class attendance and participation are crucial.  Class attendance and participation are expected every session the class meets.  You are expected to arrive at class on time and remain for the entire session in order to earn points for class attendance and participation.  (If you miss more than three classes, you will automatically drop a letter grade.)

· You will be expected to come to class prepared to fully participate and discuss the assigned readings. 

· Assignments will be accepted on or before due dates.  Late assignments will result in the loss of points. 

· If you are unable to take an exam at the regularly scheduled time, the instructor should be contacted prior to the exam.

· Work submitted is expected to be of college/professional quality and appearance.  All assignments are to be typed, double spaced, and checked for spelling, grammatical errors, and clarity.

