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College of Sociology and Behavioral Sciences
Department of English 

Ethnic Studies 250 : Africana Women     3 Credit Hours
Fall 2005
TTH 2:20-3:35

Dr. T. Green

Liberal Arts Rm 132

Office Hours: TTH 1-2 p.m.; Advising in Center TTH 10-11 a.m.
E-mail: tara.green@nau.edu Phone: 523-5946

Web address: http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~ttg4/
Course Prerequisites

Although there are no prerequisites for this course, I highly recommend that you pass English 105 prior to enrolling.
Course Description: In this course, students will study Africana women of the United States, and their experiences in roles such as writers, musicians, singers, artists, activists, politicians. Critical insights may be drawn from disciplines such as literature, cultural studies, artistic studies, political science, psychology, history, or sociology.  The purpose of this course is to provide a forum for students to consider the cultural experiences of these women and the contributions they have made to their respective communities and to their country.  Therefore, this course will use an interdisciplinary approach.
Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course
To achieve successful completion of the course, students must be able to:
1. Discuss the political, historical, social, and cultural experiences of Black women in written assignments and through oral presentations;
2. Discuss the effects of racism and sexism on Africana women and the ways these women have fought institutional racism and gender discrimination;

3. Compare the experiences of Black women of the African Diaspora; 

4. Identify and discuss strategies unique to African American women as forms of expression and empowerment.
Course Structures and Approach:  
Students will explore the collective and specific experiences of Africana women through a variety of learning methods, including short lectures by me. Since all students are ultimately responsible for what they learn, conversations with peers through class discussions and in-class small group discussions will occur frequently.  Further, students will work together in small groups to complete an oral presentation project.  Students will also have opportunities to expand their knowledge by viewing interviews of authors and historical documentaries.   

Required Textbooks may be purchased at Aradia Bookstore, 116 West College
	Zora Neale Hurston
	Their Eyes Were Watching God

	Ed, Patricia Liggins Hill
	Call and Response


Additional readings are on reserve in Cline library and on electronic reserve through their website. http://www.nau.edu/library/  Music is available in the Media Library.
Required Class Materials: a stapler with staples; 4-6 blue books for exams

Recommended Optional References:

Visit my website for links to helpful websites on African American, African, and Caribbean cultures.  Additional books are on reserve in Cline library.  A list of titles will be made available.   

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

Methods and Timeline of/for Assessment

Graded Disbursements (Total—700 points):

Assignment


Due Date



Points/Value

	  Journal   (1)
	  Oct. 14
	    100

	  Journal   (2)
	  Dec. 9
	    100

	  Exam
	  Oct 12
	    100

	  Essay Exam
	  Nov. 30
	    100

	  Presentation
	  See Schedule
	    100

	 Attendance
	
	      70

	 Final Exam
	Dec. 16 
	     130


Grading System

Grade Computation: 700-630=A; 629-560=B; 559-490=C; 489-420=D; 419-below=F
Grade Scale for 100 point assignments: A (100-90); B (89-80); C (79-70); D (69-60); F (59-50)
Course Policy

Participation/Attendance

You must attend class everyday prepared to discuss the literary works.  If you miss more than three classes (unexcused absences), you will lose 70 points (a letter grade).  Be on time!!  If you are not present when I call your name for the roll count, you will be marked absent. If you must miss class, contact a classmate and NOT me for notes and to inquire about any changes to the schedule
I will only accept assignments that are submitted in class.  Unless I give you my permission, do not e-mail assignments, leave any in my office box, or slide any under my office door.  These assignments will not be graded.
Journal:  Due on Oct. 14 and Dec. 9 at the beginning of class.
You are required to write a 250 word response to the reading, to the music, or to the film in preparation for class discussions.  Your response may be legibly hand-written on loose leaf paper (use the red line on the right and left sides as the margin) or may be typed.  
Ideally, your entry will reflect a point that you would like to discuss in class and that would make a helpful contribution to increase your and your classmates’ understanding of the reading and the larger theme of the work.  I will provide a guide sheet complete with points that you may choose to write about.
I will pick these journals up twice during the semester for grading, but I may pick-up individual entries at any time.  If you do not have an entry or if it is inadequately written, you will lose five points from your attendance/participation grade. 
Submission:  All journal entries must be placed, in order of the date, in a pocket folder.  Each entry must have the proper course heading.  Make sure your name, course, and section number are clearly visible on the top, right-hand corner of the folder.

Oral Presentations

You must partner with one other person (possibly two, depending on class enrollment) to make a ten minute presentation on one of the assigned topics.  Handouts are encouraged.

A 2-3 page paper about the presentation must also be submitted on the day of the presentation

Details of how each presentation will be graded will also be provided, but, in general, each presentation will be graded based on preparedness (readiness to inform audience), organization (organized dissemination of information), and timeliness (respect of time limit).
Submission of Typed Essays (Failure to follow these guidelines will result in a loss of 1 point for each rule broken.)

Format:

All essays must be typed.  The font must be no larger that 12 points.  Please use either Times Roman or Courier style.  Margins must be 1.5 inches.
Page numbers must be placed in the upper right-hand corner of the page, including the first.  In the left hand corner, one inch from the top, on separate lines: Your name, Date, English course number-section number.  Each line of the heading must be double-spaced.  Double space and then type your title.  All essays must have a title (your title, not someone else’s title).  DO NOT italicize or put quotation marks around the title of your essay.  See http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~wricnt/links.html for an example of the format described above.

Documentation of Sources:

You must use MLA style to document any outside sources used by other authors.  If you fail to do so, you’ll be guilty of plagiarism.  Consult the http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~writecnt/links.html for the MLA guidelines. Click “Writing Sources” and then “Citations.”

It is never acceptable for you to use a website, encyclopedia, Masterplots, The Explicator,  excerpts from Literary Criticism, or literary dictionaries as a secondary source for your research paper.  If you are in doubt about appropriate sources, ask me.

Writing Skills:

The NAU writing lab website also has other helpful information that may improve your writing skills.

Policy on Academic Dishonesty:
When you submit an assignment with your name on it for grading, I will assume that you are the author of the work.  Any attempt to present someone else’s words or ides as your own constitutes plagiarism.  You must use MLA citation style to document any sources you have used and/or consulted.  You will receive an F on any assignment that has been, in whole or in part, plagiarized.  You will also be reported to the proper University office.

Tentative Schedule and Reading List

Dates may change.  All changes will be announced in class.  If there is an unexpected class cancellation, see website for changes.  Except in the case of announced or posted changes, the schedule will proceed as indicated below. One entry must be written in response to each work, movie, and music selection.  A list of songs to listen to before attending class will be provided.
Aug. 31—
Introductions and Syllabus
Sept 2—
Read Call and Response: Poetry of Phyllis Wheatley and Frances Harper
Sept. 6—
Labor Day Holiday

Sept. 7--            Read e-reserve: “Black Feminism” by bell hooks; excerpt from Black Feminist 

Thought by Patricia Hill-Collins
Sept. 9—
Presentation on lives and music of Blues Women Singers: Bessie Smith and Ma 
Rainey
Sept. 14—
Read poems in Call and Response: Gwendolyn Bennett and Helene Johnson
Sep. 16—
Presentation on Josephine Baker and Billie Holiday
Sep. 30--            Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God Chapters 1-6         

Oct. 05--
Chapters 7-9; Presentation on Zora Neale Hurston’s life and works
Oct. 7-- 
Finish novel
Oct. 12---
Exam
Oct. 14--
Read poetry of Ann Petry in Call and Response; Journals due
Oct. 19--
Read Call and Response: “For My People” by Margaret Walker and Lorraine 
Hansberry, A Raisin in the Sun
Oct. 21—
Finish Hansberry 
Oct. 26—
read poetry of Gwendolyn Brooks in Call and Response
Oct. 28—
Discuss film Carmen Jones
Nov. 2—
Read e-reserve: Larry Neal’s The Black Arts Movement in C & R
Nov. 4—
Presentation on ideas of the Black Arts Movement
Nov. 9—
C & R: poetry of Mari Evans and Lucille Clifton
Nov. 11-
*Veteran’s Day Holiday

Nov. 16—
e-reserve excerpts: poetry of Sonia Sanchez and Nikki Giovanni
Nov. 18—
Presentation on Women of Civil Rights Movement; read e-reserve autbiog. Excerpts on Rosa parks and Fannie Lou Hamer
Nov. 23—
Presentation on Women of Black Panther Party on Angela Davis and Elaine 

Brown: Read E-reserve excerpts of their autobio.
Nov. 25-26— Thanksgiving Break
Nov. 30—
Exam
Dec. 2—
Alice Walker, “Everyday Use”; “In Search of Our Mothers Gardens” in C & R
Dec. 7—
Discussion of film, Soul Food
Dec. 9--
Discussion of music and film career of Queen Latifah; journals due
