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ARIZONA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICERS GUIDELINES

FOR

REQUESTS FOR PLANNING AUTHORIZATION

FOR NEW ACADEMIC DEGREE PROGRAM

[DUPLICATIVE PROGRAM]

Requests For Planning Authorization must be submitted in a timely manner to receive approval by the Chief Academic Officers prior to submission to the Arizona Board of Regents for approval at a regular Board meeting.  In each request, please provide the following information.

I. PROGRAM NAME, DESCRIPTION AND CIP CODE*



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 



HEALTH SCIENCES: SPEECH-LANGUAGE SCIENCES AND 



TECHNOLOGY



CIP  Code: 51.0201
I. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENTS
A. Intended student outcomes, describing what students should know, understand, and/or be able to do at the conclusion of this program of study.
Integrate phonetic science with anatomy, physiology and speech and hearing science.

Summarize normal development of motor, cognitive, social-emotional, and communicative development from birth through adolescence. 

Define the role of the speech-language pathologist and audiologist in clinical service delivery. 
Recognize the etiologies of various speech/language related disorders.
Apply ethical constructs to health care situations.
Distinguish the roles of the speech-language pathologist and speech-language pathology assistant when working in a health care delivery setting.

Perform the duties of an entry-level speech-language pathology assistant.

B. Plan for assessing intended student outcomes.


Students will prepare learning portfolios during their course of study to evince their acquisition of learning goals.  


These portfolios will be reviewed by the instructors of Phonetics, Anatomy, Speech Science and Communication Development (second and third years) to ensure that material is included to meet objective #1, "integrate phonetic science with anatomy, physiology and speech and hearing science," and #2 " Summarize normal development of motor, cognitive, social-emotional, and communicative development from birth through adolescence" are met by the end of the junior year.  


At the end of the senior, within the context of the capstone course, CSD 455, students will combine their individual course portfolios into a capstone portfolio, under direction of the instructor of CSD 455.


Students will prepare reports of observation activities as instructed in their capstone experiences.


Students will score 70% or better on written final examinations for their major courses.  


Students will achieve final course grades of "C" or better, as assessed by the instructors of prerequisite courses, before enrolling in upper division courses.
II. STATE’S NEED FOR THE PROGRAM

A. How does this program fulfill the needs of the state of Arizona and the region? 


The proposed return to an undergraduate major in Speech Sciences and Technology is in response to a growing demand for advancement in technological resources in education, undergraduate education in the field of communication disorders, workforce enhancement needs in the state, and the exigencies of unit reorganization in the College of Health Professions.  The first three of these are within the scope of the university mission statement and the last is a response to current efforts to streamline the administrative structure of the college.



There is also a shortage of speech-language pathologists and audiologists in the state.  The shortage is felt most by K-12 schools, in which there are open positions with no personnel to fill them.  They are needed to supervise support personnel, as well as to provide service at the professional level.  The Master's degree is the professional entry level of education, but strong undergraduate programs are needed to fill graduate classes.


Speech Pathology and Audiology (SPH) was an undergraduate major at NAU from the 1970’s until 2000.  At that time, the department requested and was granted permission to change its undergraduate major to an emphasis area within the BAILS program.  The rationale for the change was to remove the apparent impression that a baccalaureate graduate could be employed in the field by virtue of having attained the baccalaureate degree.  The professional trend at that time was to consider the Master’s degree as the minimum academic requirement.



Given theses circumstances, it is apparent that the time has come to reinstate the undergraduate program major in speech-language pathology and to augment it with a certificate programs in speech-language pathology assistant training.  At present, the speech-language assistant training program is in a developmental phase.  It is being underwritten by external funding in its first three-year funding cycle.  Increasing the administrative profile of the undergraduate program in this field is an expedient concept that will require minimal effort for the anticipated returns. 

B.  Student demand for the program:

1. Anticipated student enrollment for this program:
	5-YEAR PROJECTED ANNUAL ENROLLMENT

	
	1st yr.*
	2nd yr.**
	3rd yr.†
	4th yr. †
	5th yr. I

	No.

Student

Majors
	10
	30
	60
	90
	110


* 10 new students the first year.

** 20 Additional students in the second year.

† 30 additional students the third year and each following year.

I 10 students from year 1 have graduated.


2.  Sources for these projections of student enrollment. 

These projections are based on enrollment numbers for the previous major and on subsequent student requests.
3.  Beginning with the first year in which degrees will be awarded, anticipated number of degrees that will be awarded each year for the first five years.  

	PROJECTED DEGREES AWARDED ANNUALLY

	Year:
	1st Year
	2nd Year
	3rd Year
	4th Year
	5th Year

	No.

Degrees
	10
	20
	30
	30
	30


C.
Existing Programs at Other Campuses 

Arizona University System – Pprograms with the same CIP code definition at the same academic level (Bachelors, Masters, Doctoral) currently offered in the Arizona University System.
	
	CIP 

CODE
	PROGRAM


	LOCATION

ARIZONA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
	PROGRAM

ACCREDITATION?

(YES / NO)

	1
	51.0201


	B.S.:

Speech & Hearing Science
	Arizona State University
	NCA

	2
	51.0201
	B.S.:

Speech, Language & Hearing Science
	University of Arizona
	NCA


Programs Offered in Other WICHE States – WICHE institutions that currently offer this program.  If appropriate, briefly describe the program(s).


	
	PROGRAMS OFFERED IN OTHER WICHE STATES

	
	PROGRAM


	WICHE

INSTITUTION & LOCATION
	NCA Accreditation?

(  Y or N)
	Program

Accreditation?

(Y or N)

	1
	BS: Speech Pathology
	U of HI at Manoa
	Y
	N

	2
	BS: Speech Pathology
	ID State U.
	Y
	N




D. Justification for a Duplicative Program --  Board policy states that, “It is not necessary for a degree program to meet all of the criteria described in Board Policy 2-203.B.2.  However, the Board expects substantial justification for all requests for authorization to begin planning a new program that duplicates a program offered by another Arizona public university.”


NOTE:  For Items 4,5 and 6 below, supporting documentation could be in the form of a letter from the university currently offering the program detailing enrollment expectations, the feasibility of technological delivery of courses, collaboration efforts, and the effect on existing programs.

1. Basic Academic Subject – Provide information showing that this program is a basic academic subject normally taught in most universities.


The proposed program is not a basic academic subject as taught in most universities.  It is a specialized program, and is offered in all the state universities, including NAU.  NAU has had such a program for over twenty years, and in 2000, NAU changed the programs from a major in its own right to a BAILS Emphasis area.  We now propose to return to a major program, in response to student demand and market trends.  The present request is to return to a major program distinct from the Liberal Studies major.  



All states have undergraduate programs in communication sciences and disorders.  These are generally intended to feed into graduate programs in communication sciences and disorders. The proposed NAU program is oriented to study of speech science and technology in its own right, to preparing paraprofessional support personnel in communication disorders, as well as to preparation of students for graduate programs. 
2. Long-term Student Demand That Cannot Be Met Satisfactorily by Existing Program(s) –Relationship between projected demand and the capacity of the existing program(s).  Historical data showing degrees awarded for the past five years and five-year projected enrollment. 
	
	EXISTING PROGRAMS:  ARIZONA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

Historical Data:  Degrees Awarded For The Past 5 Years

	
	PROGRAM


	No.

Degrees
	5th yr.

Past

(199_)
	4th yr.

Past

(199_)
	3rd yr.

Past

(199_)
	2nd yr.

Past

(199​​_)
	1st yr.

Past

(199​_)

	1
	ASU
	156
	33
	35
	30
	32
	26

	2
	U of A
	184.5*
	45
	43
	35
	18.5
	43

	
	TOTAL
	340.5
	78
	78
	65
	50.5
	69




      *Double major
3. Nontraditional, Older, or Part-time Student Demand – Provide a needs assessment and explanation.



No data available at this time

4. Alternative Delivery Systems


a. Analyze the feasibility and the desirability of delivering the existing program(s) off-campus, (e.g. by listing the courses required for the new program(s), indicating whether they are offered as part of existing program(s), and indicating if they could be delivered by means of information technology).
All courses offered in proposed program could be delivered by means of information technology.  Presently, external funding has implemented creation of web formats for all the courses in the paraprofessional training program, including SST 202, SST 251, SST 291, 292, 293, and 294.  SST 405 is also available in WEB format.  It is the intention of the program administrators to offer the entire curriculum in web format as additional finding becomes available.  


b. If it has been determined that this program cannot be delivered off-campus by the university currently offering the program because of limited resources or because of the need for specialized equipment or library resources not available in the foreseeable future, of because the program cannot be delivered at a level of quality comparable to that of the on-campus program, as required by ABOR Policy 2-205.A.1, provide an explanation to that effect.


5. Collaborative Efforts – Describe efforts that have been made to collaborate between the universities to offer this program (e.g. , joint degrees, shared courses, and team teaching of courses) and to minimize the duplication of programs and courses.  Include an analysis of the feasibility of collaborating on the offering of this program.
No attempts have been made to collaborate between the universities to offer this program. The reason for this has been demand, which has been high in all the universities, requiring devotion of the limited faculty members available to be restricted to their individual home universities.  However, with the recently mandated responsibility of NAU over the state's web-based courses, it is very likely that collaboration in web course delivery could be realized in the near future.


6. Effect on Existing Program(s) – Explain why the establishment of the program will not adversely affect existing programs.
Establishment of the proposed program will have no adverse effect on the present program, since it is already functionally in place.  The proposed program is merely a request for a return to the major status.


7. Resources Already Available and Costs of Implementing the Program are Negligible – Provide data to support a statement that resources necessary for the program such as courses, faculty, equipment, and library resources are already available as part of other programs at the same university, and the incremental costs for implementing the program are negligible.
The proposed program involves a resources and curriculum already offered at NAU, those facilities will continue to be devoted to the program.  Net effects on resources will, thus, be negligible.
IV.
APPROPRIATENESS FOR THE UNIVERSITY – How the proposed program is consistent with the University Mission and Strategic Direction statements of the university and why the university is the most appropriate location within the Arizona University System for the program.


The proposed program, being, as it is, an enhancement of an extant program as well as a revival of a program previously in place, is consistent with several aspects of Northern Arizona University's mission and goals.


First, it is an improvement of an existing undergraduate program, that is, the BAILS emphasis area in Communication Sciences and Disorders, and such programs are considered "at the core" of the institution.  This is consistent with the university's goal "To be a premiere undergraduate residential learning community emphasizing superior undergraduate programs."

Next, it involves an innovative and challenging program of study, with its offering of speech pathology assistant (SLP-A) training.  The innovative on-line program in SLP-A training, to be embedded in the baccalaureate curriculum, has already gained national and international attention as a free standing program and is the only one of its kind in the country, and is consistent toward the following university goals:

"To be recognized regionally, nationally and internationally for selected creative endeavors…" 
"To build on our national reputation for excellence in the preparation of teachers and in applied and professional programming in undergraduate and graduate areas that meet the needs at the regional, state, and national levels" 
"To provide regional and national leadership in the development, use and assessment of technologies to enhance and deliver superior educational programs." 
"To be the nation’s leading non-tribal university in affording educational opportunities for Native American students in providing service and applied research to Native American tribes, and in advancing research concerning the history, culture, and contemporary issues of Native American people " 


Implementation of this program in the field of human communication and its disorders will be advanced at NAU for students at the baccalaureate levels and for students who merely wish to be trained as SLP assistants.   


Also, the return to an undergraduate major under the umbrella of Health Promotion will enable the program to grow and include a vigorous program of research in individual human communication, including forensic sciences and innovative instructional, scientific and clinical service delivery modalities.


The program will prepare many students for entry into graduate programs, advancing the university's commitment to post baccalaureate education.  These students will help fill vacancies in the cadre of professionals in the state.  Other students, who may not wish to continue their educations immediately following the completion of a baccalaureate degree, may, instead, serve the state as speech-language pathology assistants, extending the reach of their professional supervisors.   

V. 
EXPECTED FACULTY AND RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS—Resources necessary for the program such as courses, faculty, equipment, and library resources, if these data are available.  If the incremental costs for implementing the program are negligible and explained under section III.D.7 above, include a statement to that effect.
A. FACULTY

1. Current Faculty -- List the name, rank, highest degree and estimate of the level of involvement of all current faculty who will participate in the program.  If the proposed program is at the graduate level, also list the number of master's theses and doctoral dissertations each of these faculty has directed to completion.  Attach a brief vita for each faculty member listed.

Dennis C. Tanner, Ph.D. Professor:  will teach .2 FTE and manage the SLP Assistant program

William R. Culbertson, Ph.D. Associate Professor: will teach .6 FTE

2. Additional Faculty -- Additional faculty needed during the next three years for the initiation of the program and list the anticipated schedule for addition of these faculty.
Wende Yellin, Ph.D., Associate Professor: will teach .2 FTE 

Stephanie Cotton, M.S., instructor, will teach 1.0 FTE

Wendy Lamb, M.S., part-time instructor: will teach .2 FTE

Mary C. Towle. M.S., assistant clinical professor: will teach .4 FTE

3. Current FTE Student and Faculty -- Present numbers of FTE students and FTE faculty in the department or unit in which the program will be offered.

Department of Health Promotion:  FTE Faculty 16






FTE Students: 288

4. Projected FTE Students and Faculty -- Proposed numbers of FTE students and FTE faculty for the next three years in the department or unit in which the program will be offered.

Year 1:  
FTE Faculty 16



FTE Students: 288

Year 2:
FTE Faculty 16



FTE Students 308

B. LIBRARY

1. Current Relevant Holdings -- Current library holdings relevant to the proposed program and assess the adequacy of these holdings.

Current library holdings are sufficient to service the new program, since they are already sufficient for the current BAILS program.

2. Additional Acquisitions Needed -- Additional library acquisitions needed during the next three years for the successful initiation of the program.




None
C. PHYSICAL FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT

1. Existing Physical Facilities -- Adequacy of the existing physical facilities and equipment available to the proposed program, including special classrooms, laboratories, physical equipment, computer facilities, etc.

Existing facilities are adequate for the program, to the extent that they are currently adequately serving the BAILS program.

2. Additional Facilities Required or Anticipated -- Physical facilities and equipment that will be required or are anticipated during the next three years for the proposed program.

As enrollment increases, and the building renovation program at NAU advances, we anticipate acquisition of a speech science laboratory.  We also anticipate acquisition of electronic equipment to enhance educational utility of the laboratory.

D. OTHER SUPPORT
1. Other Support Now Available -- Support staff, university and non-university assistance.

We have one full-time state funded office administrative assistant and one half-time Prop 301 funded administrative assistant.  Both staff members have duties assigned to their positions.

2. Other Support Needed, Next Three Years -- Additional staff needed and other assistance needed for the next three years.

None
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