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Course Description: Provides a background in educational methodology for the dental hygiene educator. The concepts presented will be targeted and adapted specifically to dental hygiene education.

Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes: After successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Analyze learning characteristics of the adult learner and apply the concepts to dental hygiene education.

2. Apply the key characteristics of student learning styles to oneself and student learning activities.

3. Create a learning environment conducive to all learning styles.

4. Apply the 6 facets of understanding to dental hygiene education.

5. Utilizing the “backward design” model, perform ongoing task analysis to create key items of importance prior to developing and/or redesigning learning activities/experiences that promote student understanding.

6. Implement learning activities/experiences to promote student understanding.

7. Employ research based mixture of learning and teaching strategies designed to provide coherent learning experiences that will evoke and develop the desired understandings, promote interest and make excellent performance more likely.

8. Apply key factors of critical thinking in reflective exercises to promote critical thinking among students.

9. Design and implement effective feedback strategies.

10. Differentiate between behavioral, cognitive and psychomotor objectives and use each according to the student outcomes desired.

11. Evaluate objectives based on outcomes criteria.

12. Create objectives/outcomes that are specific, measurable and achievable.

13. Create a rubric based on outcomes.

14. Explore alternative teaching styles; defining the purpose, goals, advantages and disadvantages of alternative teaching styles.

Course Structure/Approach: This is the first of a series of courses for dental hygiene educators. It is a Web course requiring independent thought and self motivation. Active participation in on line discussions is required. The textbook, course content material and website readings will be the basis of the assignments. Students are encouraged to share their previous knowledge and professional experiences regarding course topics. Opportunities to select areas of personal interest for course assignments will be encouraged.

Textbook and Required Readings:

Understanding by Design. (1998). Grant Wiggens & Jay McTighe. Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. ISBN 0-87120-313-8

Websites

Supplemental Text: 

Designing Effective Instruction, Third Edition. (2001). Gary R. Morrison, Steven M. Ross, & Jerrold E. Kemp. Joh Wiley & Sons, Inc

Course Outline:

	DATES
	TOPICS
	READINGS

	Module 1

July 6
	The Adult Learner

Learning Styles
	Course Content

Website

	Module 2

July 12
	Six Facets of Understanding

Promoting Student Understanding
	Text: Chapters 1, 2, 3 & 4

	Module 3

July 19
	Critical Thinking

Providing Feedback
	Course Content

	Module 4

July 26
	Writing Objectives/Outcomes

Uncoverage & Unit Design

Implications for organizing curriculum

Developing an Evaluation Rubric
	Text: Chapter 5 & 6

Text: Chapter 7 & 8

Text: Chapter 9

Course Content

	Module 5

August 2
	Application

Final Assignments
	Text: Chapters 10 & 11


Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes:

The grade will be determined by the total points received for completion of course assignments:

	ASSIGNMENT
	POSSIBLE POINTS
	DUE DATE

	Introductions
	10
	July 6

	Goals for Teaching
	20
	July 11

	Learning Inventory
	30
	July 11

	Create A Classroom  Or Clinical Learning Experience Targeting All Learning Styles
	40
	July 18

	Critical Thinking Assignment (Including Methods of Feedback)
	40
	July 25

	Creation of an “Importance” chart for a dental hygiene unit
	30
	August 4

	Objectives/Outcomes Assignment
	40
	August 4

	Evaluation Rubric
	40
	August 4

	Teach Style Research Paper
	50
	August 4


Grade Scale: (300 points possible)
270-300 points = A
240-269 points = B
210-239 = C
180-209 = D
Less than 180 points = F

Course Assignments: There are 3 projects for this course. The assignments have been broken down into themes to facilitate instructor feedback throughout the development of their project.

The first project will investigate the educator’s dominant learning style and how it impacts their teaching. Additionally, the student will create a learning activity that will target all learning styles.

The second project will be a research paper on an educational style; defining the purpose, advantages and disadvantages of the chosen subject matter. 
The major term project will focus on a topic or area of interest (within a dental hygiene curriculum) and the educator will apply the concepts presented within the course to develop critical thinking activities, objective/outcomes, an evaluation rubric and feedback loops to assess the program they have developed. 

Introductions (10 points) During the first day of class, the students will post a personal introduction sharing their personal background, dental hygiene experience, current position, experience as a dental hygiene educator and career goals.

Goals for Teaching (20 points) The student will reflect on their role in dental hygiene education and submit a 2-5 page paper addressing their educational background in education, defining their goals for teaching in a dental hygiene program and what they hope to gain from this course.
Learning Inventory (30 points) Students will complete a learning inventory and report how their dominant learning style impacts their teaching style.
Creation of a Classroom or Clinical Learning Experience Targeting all Learning Styles (40 points) Students will select a topic of interest, related to classroom or clinical learning experience, and adapt the learning experience to all learning styles.

Critical Thinking Assignment (Including Methods of Feedback) (40 points) Students will adapt the previously developed learning experience to include a critical thinking component and incorporate a method of feedback into the learning activity.

Importance Chart (30 points) The student will create an “importance chart for a dental hygiene unit of choice following the format supplied on page 148 of the text.
Objectives/Outcomes Assignment (40 points) Students will create realistic objectives/outcomes for the previously developed learning activity/experience

Evaluation Rubric (40 points) Students will create an evaluation rubric for the previously developed learning activity/experience.

Teaching Style Research Paper (50 points) The student will research an alternative teaching style and write a paper defining the purpose, goals, advantages, disadvantages and application within a dental hygiene program of study. This paper will be  8-10 pages in length, presented in APA format, double spaced, one inch margins, with references. 
