
[image: image1.png]NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY





Proposal for New Course 
	1. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2004, Summer 2005)
	Fall 2005

	

	2. College
	Arts and Letters
	3. Academic Unit (Department)
	English

	

	4. Course subject/catalog number
	English 247
	5. Units (credit hours)
	3

	

	6. Co-convened with
	

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented)



	7. Cross-listed with
	Ethnic Studies

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC. Both course syllabi must be presented.)





	8. Long course title
	Introduction to African American Literature

	

	9. Short course title (maximum of 30 characters including spaces)
	Introduction to African American Literature

	

	10. Catalog course description (20-30 words), include requisites.
An examination of African American Literature with emphasis on works that reflect major historical and literary eras and cultural trends.  



	11. Grading option: Letter grade
	X
	   or pass/fail
	
	  or both
	
	(If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	12. May course be repeated for additional units (credit hours)? 
	yes
	
	  no
	X
	     If yes, maximum units allowed?
	

	

	13. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units (credit hours)  in the same term? (ex. BIO 300)
	yes
	      
	         no
	X

	14. Is this a topics course?     yes  
	
	     no
	X
	

	15. Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	Lecture and lab (combined)
	
	Lecture only
	X
	Lab only
	
	
	
	Clinical
	
	  Research
	

	Seminar
	
	Field Studies
	
	Independent Study
	
	 Activity             
	
	       Supervision          
	
	

	

	16. Contact hours of lecture weekly
	3
	Contact hours of lab weekly
	0

	

	17. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	English 105

	

	18. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	None

	19. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (check one): 

	
	instructor consent
	
	department consent
	
	no consent
	X
	

	

	20. Is the course needed for a new degree plan?      yes
	
	           no         
	X
	

	                         If yes, has the program been approved by UCC or UGC?            yes   
	
	    no
	
	

	                         If yes, when?   
	
	
	

	                         Name of new program plan?   
	
	

	21. Does course replace an existing course?      yes
	
	              
	    no
	X
	

	                    If yes, what course?
	
	 Submit Proposal for Course Change or Deletion for replaced course.

	22. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?        yes
	
	     No
	X
	

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                      

	

	

	

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department who course is listed above.

	

	23. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units (departments), or enrollment?                       yes
	
	         no                                       
	X
	

	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	24. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?      yes 
	
	     no
	X
	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?          yes
	
	      no
	
	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	
	

	25. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved university format; see next page for outline.) 

This is the only course that Northern Arizona University offers that will focus solely on the study of African Americans in general and African American literature specifically.

	

	26. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Tara Green and Monica Brown
	

	

	27. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied? 

	

	28. Will present library holdings support this course?      yes
	X
	             no
	
	
	

	

	29. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	

	For Committee use only

	

	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date

Or University Graduate Committee

	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified
	

	

	Note:  Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to college dean, department chair, registrar’s office, and Academic Information.

	          Office after approval

	


Introduction to African American Literature

Department of English; College of Arts and Letters

English 247

Fall 2005

11:10-12:25; 3 Credit Hours

Instructor: Dr. T. Green

Office Hours: TTH 10-11 a.m.; 1-2 p.m.  

Office Phone: 523-5946  

Location:  Rm. 132     Liberal Arts Bldg. 18

Email: tara.green@nau.edu
Web address: http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~ttg4/
Course Prerequisites

English 105

Course Description

This course provides a survey of novels, short stories, essays, and poetry written by African Americans during the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries.  Through short lectures, class discussions, and other activities, study of this literature will help students to better understand African American culture.

Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course

To successfully complete this course, students must do the following in written and oral forms:

1. Discuss the political, historical, social, and cultural experiences of African Americans;

2. Demonstrate developed critical thinking and writing skills through interpretation and analyses of literary themes; 
3. Examine the relationship between writing, empowerment, and voice in the literature of African Americans; 
4. Compare and contrast the experiences of African Americans of different historical eras; 

5. Identify and discuss narrative strategies unique to African American writers;

6. Show proficiency in use of research skills and recent MLA documentation skills through completion of research paper.
Course Structures and Approach:

Instruction will be delivered by short lectures and will be supplemented by use of audio and video recordings.  Students are expected to participate in class discussions.

Required Textbooks 
Call and Response: The Riverside Anthology of the African American :Literary Tradition, ed. Patricia Liggins Hill; The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Malcolm X and Alex Haley; Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe

Required Class Materials: a stapler with staples; 4-6 blue books for exams
Recommended References

See my website for links to sites on African American culture and studies

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

Methods of Assessment and Timeline for Assessment 

Graded Disbursements (Total—700 points):

Assignment


Due Date



Points/Value

	  Journal   (1)
	  Oct. 14
	    100

	  Journal   (2)
	  Dec. 9
	    100

	  Thematic Analysis
	  Sept. 21
	    100

	  Essay Exam
	  Oct. 19
	    100

	  Presentation
	  See Schedule
	    100

	 Attendance
	
	      70

	 Final Exam
	Dec. 16 hours: 10-2:30 
	     130


Grading System 

Grade Computation: 700-630=A; 629-560=B; 559-490=C; 489-420=D; 419-below=F
Grade Scale for 100 point assignments: A (100-90); B (89-80); C (79-70); D (69-60); F (59-50)

Course Policy 

Participation/Attendance

You must attend class everyday prepared to discuss the literary works.  If you miss more than three classes (unexcused absences), you will lose 70 points (a letter grade).  Be on time!!  I take roll every class period.

Explanation of Assignments:
Oral Presentations

You must partner with one other person (possibly two, depending on class enrollment) to make a ten minute presentation on one of the assigned topics.  Handouts are encouraged.

Details of how each presentation will be graded will also be provided, but, in general, each presentation will be graded based on preparedness (readiness to inform audience), organization (organized dissemination of information), and timeliness (respect of time limit).

Journal:  Due on Oct. 14 and Dec. 9 at the beginning of class.

You are required to write a 250 word response to each of the assigned readings.  Your response may be legibly hand-written on loose leaf paper (use the red line on the right and left sides as the margin) or may be typed.  

I will grade each journal entry based on your thoughtful critical analysis of the reading we will discuss that day.  Ideally, your entry will reflect a point that you would like to discuss in class and that would make a helpful contribution to increase your and your classmates’ understanding of the reading and the larger theme of the work.  

I will pick these journals up twice during the semester for grading, but I may pick-up individual entries at any time.  If you do not have an entry or if it is inadequately written, you will lose five points from your attendance/participation grade. Always be prepared and organized. Use complete grammatically correct sentences.  Your entries must be focused and may not include long quotes from the text.  Do NOT consult secondary sources to write these papers.  

Submission:  All journal entries must be placed, in order of the date, in a pocket folder.  Each entry must have the proper course heading.  Make sure your name, course, and section number are clearly visible on the top, right-hand corner of the folder.

Thematic Analysis Essay: Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Dec. 16
There will be three submitted this semester.  One must be 2-3 typed pages.  It must be a critical discussion of the theme of one of the assigned works discussed thus far.  This paper is due at the beginning of class when I call for them unless otherwise indicated.  No late papers will be accepted!!! Revisions of these papers will be allowed, according to my discretion.

The other two will be written in class and must be written in a blue examination book. These essays must be between 500-650 words.  Apply grammar and punctuation rules.  Be sure to edit.  
Format:

All essays must be typed, with the exception those written in class (essay exams).  The font must be no larger that 12 points.  Please use either of Times Roman or Courier style.  Margins must be 1.5 inches.
Documentation of Sources:

You must use MLA style to document primary and secondary sources.  If you fail to do so, you’ll be guilty of plagiarism.  Consult the NAU Cline Library website for a brief overview of the MLA guidelines. 

If you are in doubt about appropriate critical sources, ask me.

Writing Skills:

The NAU writing lab website also has other helpful information that may improve your writing skills.

Statement on plagiarism and cheating:

When you submit an assignment with your name on it for grading, I will assume that you are the sole author of the work.  Any attempt to present someone else’s words or ideas as your own constitutes plagiarism.  You must use MLA citation style to document any sources you have used and/or consulted.  You will receive an F on any assignment that has been, in whole or in part, plagiarized.  
Extra Credit: No more than 30 points can be earned.

Students may attend any event relating to Africana cultures.  In order to receive credit, students must write a 250 word typed essay describing the event and what interested them about the event.  Essays are due the class period after the event.  Only those events announced by me in class can be used for extra credit.  10 points for each event essay.  5 points can be earned for watching televised events, movies, or documentaries.  For these, an essay must be written and the same rules apply. 

Safe working and Learning Environment, Students with Disabilities, Institutional Review Board, and Academic Integrity Policies are attached.

English 247 Course Calendar
Assignments are due on the date indicated.  Due dates are subject to change and all changes (and changes only!) will be announced in class.

August


31—1 St Day 

September

2—pp. 2-10;19-27

6—Call& Response  pp. 90-91;  Olaudah  Equiano 114-128

9—Call pp. 128-147

14— Call pp. 147-156; African American Religion pp. 204-208 (Richard Allen)

16 –Call pp. 212-227

21—Thematic Analysis Due

23—Call pp.245-257 

28—Douglass pp. 235; Chaps. I, II, III, V

30—Chaps. VI, VII, IX, X, XI

October: 

5—Call pp. 228-234; Harriet Beecher Stowe Chaps. I, II, III

7—Chaps. IV, V, X, XIV, XV, 

9—XVI, XVIII, XXII, XX, XXVI

12—XXVII, XXXII, XXXVIII,XL

14— Poetry of Claude McKay “If We Must Die”; Langston Hughes “Ballad of the Landlord”; “I, Too”; Anne Spencer ‘White Things”; Journals Due

19—Essay Exam (Thematic Analysis)

26— Marcus Garvey, “Africa for the Africans”  pp. 829-838;

28—Richard Wright; “Long Black Song”  pp. 1011-PartII

November

4—Wright Part III-end

9—Autobio. of Malcolm X: Chaps. 1-3

11—Malcolm X: 4-8

16—Malcolm X: 9-12

18—Malcolm X:13-17

23—Malcolm X: 18-Epilogue

30—Read pp. 1325-1354; Answer one of the following questions in essay (multi-paragraph format): 1. )What role do you think you would have played during the 50s-60’s? Active? Passive? Why? 2.) Has integration been successful in solving race problems in this country?  Support your answer. (300 word essay.  Follow guidelines on syllabus.)

December

2— Stockely Carmichael “Black Power”; Sonia Sanchez pp. 1489-1491 “the final solution”; “right on: white america”

7—Angela Davis, essay pp. 1433-1448 

9—Journals Due 

16- Final Exam
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