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Proposal for New Course 
	1. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2004, Summer 2005)
	Fall 2005

	

	2. College
	Consortium of Prof. Schools
	3. Academic Unit (Department)
	School of Forestry

	

	4. Course subject/catalog number
	FOR 283
	5. Units (credit hours)
	3

	

	6. Co-convened with
	None

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented)



	7. Cross-listed with
	None

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC. Both course syllabi must be presented.)





	8. Long course title
	Forestry in the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI)

	

	9. Short course title (maximum of 30 characters including spaces)
	Forestry in the WUI

	

	10. Catalog course description, include requisites.

Overview of issues, concepts, and methods for managing forests in the wildland-urban interface.  Emphasis on managers’ roles in reducing risks to forest and human communities, while sustaining benefits to both. (no requisites)


	11. Grading option: Letter grade
	X
	   or pass/fail
	
	  or both
	
	(If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	12. May course be repeated for additional units (credit hours)? 
	yes
	
	  no
	X
	     If yes, maximum units allowed?
	

	

	13. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units (credit hours)  in the same term? (ex. BIO 300)
	yes
	      
	         no
	

	14. Is this a topics course?     yes  
	
	     no
	X
	

	15. Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	Lecture and lab (combined)
	
	Lecture only
	X
	Lab only
	
	
	
	Clinical
	
	  Research
	

	Seminar
	
	Field Studies
	
	Independent Study
	
	 Activity             
	
	       Supervision          
	
	

	

	16. Contact hours of lecture weekly
	3
	Contact hours of lab weekly
	0

	

	17. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	None

	

	18. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	None

	19. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (check one): 

	
	instructor consent
	
	department consent
	
	no consent
	X
	

	

	20. Is the course needed for a new degree plan?      yes
	X
	           no         
	
	

	                         If yes, has the program been approved by UCC or UGC?            yes   
	
	    no
	X
	

	                         If yes, when?   
	
	
	

	                         Name of new program plan?   
	Forestry in the Wildland-Urban Interface (focus area)
	

	21. Does course replace an existing course?      yes
	
	              
	    no
	X
	

	                    If yes, what course?
	
	 Submit Proposal for Course Change or Deletion for replaced course.

	22. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?        yes
	
	     No
	X
	

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                      

	

	

	

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department who course is listed above.

	

	23. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units (departments), or enrollment?                       yes
	
	         no                                       
	X
	

	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	24. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?      yes 
	
	     no
	X
	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?          yes
	
	      no
	
	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	
	

	25. Justification for new course. (syllabus is attached)

This course is the required, introductory course for a proposed focus area of the same name in the Forestry curriculum.  The course is an overview of the considerable social and biological complexities of managing forests in the wildland-urban interface )WUI).  As such, the course sets the context for management considerations and provides an introduction to the range of topics relevant to managing the WUI, many of which are addressed in greater depth by electives within the focus area.    

	

	26. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Hospodarsky, Lee, Kim, Ostergren
	

	

	27. Are additional resources required to offer this course? 

No additional resources are required

	

	28. Will present library holdings support this course?      yes
	X
	             no
	
	
	

	

	29. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	

	For Committee use only

	

	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date

Or University Graduate Committee

	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified
	

	

	Note:  Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to college dean, department chair, registrar’s office, and Academic Information.

	          Office after approval

	






Course Syllabus
Consortium of Professional schools

School of Forestry

FOR 283 Forestry in the Wildland-Urban Interface
SEMESTER OFFERED:  Spring Semester

CLOCK HOURS:  TTH 11:10 – 12:25 (or TBA)

CREDIT HOURS:  3

INSTRUCTOR: 
Denver Hospodarsky, PhD, CF




Associate Professor




School of Forestry




SW Forest Science Complex (SWFSC) – Bldg. 82




Office: Room 104  Ph: 928-523-7525



Email:  denver.hospodarsky@nau.edu
OFFICE HOURS:
TBA (six hours a week will be scheduled)

COURSE PREREQUISITES:
None

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
This course is an overview of the social and biological complexities of managing forests in wildland-urban interface (WUI) areas of the American West.  The course provides basic concepts, methods, and case studies to improve forest resource management and planning for the WUI.  Emphasis is placed on realizing resource managers’ potential roles in reducing risks to forest and human communities, while sustaining the benefits accruing to both as parts of functioning human ecosystems.       

STUDENT LEARNING

EXPECTATIONS & OUTCOMES:
By the end of this course, students should be able to describe and explain the range of issues and strategies involved in WUI management including: collaboration, communications, property rights, fire risk, urban wildlife, forest health and ecological restoration, and meeting multiple landowner objectives.  Students will be able to evaluate WUI case studies and demonstrate in writing their rationale  for managing the WUI, as they describe it should be managed.     

COURSE STRUCTURE

  & APPROACH:

Two, 75 minute combination lecture and discussion

 sessions per week.  Sessions will be structured to allow

 considerable opportunities for discussion and questions in

 response to the lecture material.  Small-group learning activities will frequently be used in conjunction with evaluating WUI management issues. Lectures topics will largely expand upon readings assigned from the text.   Guest lecturers will be invited to discuss course topics benefiting from extra depth and unique experience.  Guest lecturers will be encouraged to emphasize active learning opportunities as part of their presentations.

TEXTBOOK & REQIURED

MATERIALS:

Duryea, M. and S. Vince (eds.). 2004. Forests at the

 Wildland-Urban Interface: Conservation and

 Management. CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL.

RECOMMENDED

OPTIONAL REFERENCE: 
Bradley, G.A. (ed.). 1984. Land Use and Forest Resources In a Changing Environment: The Urban/Forest Interface. University of Washington Press, Seattle, WA.

COURSE OUTLINE:


Weeks 1 – 2
Introduction: Defining the wildland-urban interface (WUI)




(“Are WUI’s really from outer space?”)





What is the WUI and  how will we know it when we see it?





How is WUI formed?





Where is WUI located?





What is the role of forests in the WUI?





What are the management issues in the WUI?





What does it mean to manage human ecosystems? 


Weeks 3 – 7
Managing WUI forests as human ecosystems




(yes, humans are an integral part of natural ecosystems too)





Concepts of forest outputs and values

Minimizing risk and maximizing benefits to both human

   and forest communities

A) Managing human dimensions

(values, beliefs, and institutions – oh my!)


Social-psychological services and benefits


Quality-of-life


Property rights


Economic values


Perceived environmental risk


Aesthetics


Community capacity and capability

B) Managing physical and biological dimensions

(the natural resources upon which humans depend)


Ecological services and benefits


Fire


Forest health

Ecological restoration


Wildlife


Invasive plants


Soils


Hydrologic processes


Weeks 8 – 9
The social context of WUI Forestry




(just as surely as death and taxes)





Legal 





Political





Administrative





“Grass-roots”


Weeks 10–13
Tools for managing WUI forests

(the craftsman can never have too many tools; and they must be

   sharp for the task!)





Communications





Collaboration





Landscape assessment





Criteria and indicators





Management and planning frameworks





Decision support systems


Weeks 14-15
Forest management in action




(to think and to act is to be alive!)





Private land





Public land 





Quasi-public land


ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT

  LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
A variety of assessment methods, in sufficient

 numbers, will be used in order to account for

 variability in student learning styles and daily

 vagaries in individual performance.  


METHODS OF 


  ASSESSMENT:
Two mid-term exams and a final exam will be given in

order to assess comprehension of lecture and discussion material, including material presented by guest lecturers.  Four unannounced reading quizzes will be given during the semester to encourage students to remain current with the assigned readings, and to evaluate comprehension of topics prior to their treatment in lecture and discussion.  One 6-10 page paper is required in which each student analyzes a WUI case study using the concepts and tools developed in the course, and then describes and explains their rationale for WUI management. 


TIMELINE FOR


  ASSESSMENT:
Semester Week  3

Reading Quiz 1






     Week 5

Midterm Exam 1






     Week 7

Reading Quiz 2






     Week 9

Reading Quiz 3






     Week 10

Midterm Exam 2






     Week 12

Reading Quiz 4







     Week 13

Case Study Paper






     Week 15

Final Exam
 

GRADING SYSTEM:
Two midterm exams at 20% each; final exam at 20%; four

 reading quizzes at 5% each; and one case study assessment

 paper at 20%.  The course will be graded using the scale: >

 90% = A; 81 – 90% = B; 71 – 80% = C; 61 – 70% = D; and < 61% = F.

COURSE POLICY:
This course will be conducted in accordance with the following policies.  Please read these policies carefully.


RETESTS AND 


  MAKEUP TESTS:
No makeup exams, quizzes, or late assignments will be

 allowed without a signed medical excuse, or under

 conditions where the student has notified the instructor at

 least one-week in advance for mutually acceptable

 personal /professional reasons.


ATTENDANCE:
Regular attendance is required.  Role will be taken at the

 beginning of each class period.  Please be on time in order

 to be counted on the role, it is both professional and

 courteous.


STATEMENT ON


  PLAGIARISM & CHEATING:
Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are

 grounds for dismissal from FOR 283.  The

 complete policy statement on academic

 integrity can be found in Appendix F of the

 NAU Student Handbook.  Be sure to read

 this statement for your own protection.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
Five NAU Policy Statements are particularly relevant to

 this class viz., Safe Environment Policy, Students With

 Disabilities, Institutional Review Board, Academic

 Integrity, and Academic Contact Hour Policy.  These are

 statements are included in this syllabus for reference  (see

 NAU Policy Statements, attached).

OTHER:
Your conduct in this class should also be guided by the forester code of ethics.  Please read the The Society of American Foresters Code of Ethics, attached. 
revised 9/04
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