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SCI 308: Teacher Practicum Syllabus – 1 Credit
Instructors:  

Required Text:  ECI 308 Field Practicum Handbook available from ECI 450 or SCI 460/461 Instructor   

Prerequisites:  Concurrent enrollment in SCI 460 or 461. Admission to Teacher Education Program.

Course Description: The SCI 308 Practicum Experience is designed to give students an opportunity to work in a school classroom setting prior to student teaching.  The overall objective is to allow for a successful educational experience upon which students can build as they further their growth in the field of education.  

Course Objectives:  Students will . . . 

1. observe professionals in education to help make career decisions.

2. demonstrate practical application of course theory in an actual classroom situation prior to student teaching.
3. use a variety of strategies, materials, and equipment that is used in teaching.
Course structure/approach:  Assignment of activities in which students will participate will range widely and may include observations, grading student assignments, providing individualized instruction, or instructing the entire group.  In addition to completing a required log/checklist, skills that will be evaluated include dependability, accountability, continued effort until success is reached, display of initiative, ability to construct objectives and goals, and knowledge of subject matter.

Course Policies: 

1. SCI 308 students must complete 45 classroom hours for one credit hour.

2. You may start your practicum as soon as your placement has been finalized.  All hours must be completed two weeks prior to the end of the semester.  Take your SCI 308 contract with you on the first day that you report for your assignment.  Before you begin, call your Mentor teacher to introduce yourself and arrange for the first meeting.  Then establish a regular schedule with the teacher so he/she will know when to expect you during the semester.

3. You will need to follow each school’s visitor policy.  You may be required to sign in and out of the principal’s office each time you come for your assignment.  You must record your observation hours on the time sheet provided.

4. Be punctual, dependable, and dressed appropriately. Notify the school and your Mentor teacher if you must be absent for an emergency.

5. As a fieldwork student you are not legally in charge of the classroom; you must be under the direct supervision of a mentor teacher at all times.

Evaluation: You will receive a pass/fail grade for SCI 308.  You will not have the option of receiving an “Incomplete” for SCI 308 unless an emergency prevents you from completing the assignment.  The following expectations must be met in order to receive passing credit for SCI 308.  Failure to meet these expectations will result in a failing grade.  

1. A completed SCI Fieldwork Contract must be completed and returned to your course instructor within two weeks of receiving your placement assignment.  The Contract can be found in the ECI 308 Field Practicum Handbook

2. 45 hours of classroom observations must be completed at least two weeks prior to the end of the semester.  Up to 20 hours can be completed at informal science education agencies.  
3. Professional behavior is expected at all times during the practicum experience. This includes conforming to any local school requirements. 
4. Attending course meetings during the semester to discuss experiences with other SCI 308 students and Instructor.

5. A reflective journal entry will be composed for each class period that you observe. Every Sunday by 5PM, journal entries for the previous week must be submitted to WebCT. If no observations were done in a week, an email is still expected stating that no observations were made. You will be allowed one “grace” week where you do not have to turn in a set of journal entries. In the event of more than one late set of journal entries, additional observation hours will be required. The instructors reserve the prerogative to ask for further reflections on journal entries.  Each reflective journal entry will include the flowing:

· Date of observation
· Name of cooperating teacher
· Starting and ending time of lesson
· Briefly outline the lesson plan used including instructional model
· Describe how students were involved in the lesson
· Describe your role in the class
· Personal reflections focusing on:

· Overall impression of lesson

· Classroom management techniques used by teacher

· Student level of engagement

· Content

· Ideas that were new to you

· Was the level of content challenging to students

· Additional comments 
The SCI 308 Practicum should be taken concurrently with one of the two science methods courses, SCI 460 Secondary Science Methods or SCI 461 Secondary Science Techniques. There are a number of ways, including written assignments, to document the learning that has occurred as a result of this practicum experience.  Examples of written assignments that may be expected by your SCI 460/SCI 461 Instructors include, but are not limited to, the following: 

· A journal documenting each of your classroom visits in which you to not only describe classroom events, analyze/reflect upon what you learned, and draw implications from each of the visits for your future classroom teaching.
· Reflections on assigned educational foci for each visit

· Lesson Plans – you must teach 4 lessons during your practicum experience.  The lesson plan is due to your Instructor at least ONE WEEK before you plan to teach the lesson.  What you will teach is determined by you and your mentoring teacher.
· Professional Portfolio – It is important that you start collecting the work you do as a professional educator. During your 308 experience, you are asked to keep the lesson plans and other artifacts of your working with students.  These materials can be used for assignments in your ECI classes and science methods courses.  More details will be discussed in class.
The SCI 308 grade will be based on the following criteria:

1. Completion of your assignments;

2. Final evaluation by your SCI 460/461 Instructor;

3. Attendance at course meetings.
4. Your classroom teacher’s final written evaluation of your progress.

To pass SCI 308, remember these guidelines:

1. You must complete the required 45 hours of practicum work;

2. You must receive a pass from your mentor teacher;

3. You must attend the course meetings throughout the semester;

4. You must turn in your written assignments during your final evaluation, which must be judged “satisfactory”; and

5. You must exhibit professional behavior at all times during the practicum experience.

Please read through the handbook before you begin your practicum.  Provide a copy of the Faculty Handbook to your classroom Mentor teacher so that he/she knows what you are required to do throughout the practicum.  You can get the Faculty Handbook from your 308 Instructor.
A student can be administratively withdrawn from practicum, at the discretion of the “instructor of record” for failure to:

· Complete practicum hours in a reasonable amount of time

· Notify the classroom teacher and/or school of an absence(s)

· Communicate or respond to the SCI 460/SCI 461 Instructor
· At the request of the school district


Grading Scale:   Pass/Fail

Course policies:
· Attendance - Attendance at each class meeting is required. A photocopy of the SCI 308 Practicum Time Sheet will be turned in at every class meeting. In the event of a missed class meeting, an alternate meeting must be scheduled with both instructors within one day of the missed class
· Statement on Plagiarism: Instances of plagiarism or cheating will be reported to the Dean for disciplinary action and may result in a failing grade for the course.
Northern Arizona University:  Policy Statements
Safe Environment Policy

NAU’s Safe Working and Learning Environment Policy seeks to prohibit discrimination and promote the safety of all individuals within the university.  The goal of this policy is to prevent the occurrence of discrimination on the basis of sex, race, color, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, disability, or veteran status and to prevent sexual harassment, sexual assault or retaliation by anyone at this university.

You may obtain a copy of this policy from the college dean’s office.  If you have concerns about this policy, it is important that you contact the departmental chair, dean’s office, the Office of Student Life (928-523-5181), the academic ombudsperson (928-523-9368), or NAU’s Office of Affirmative Action (928-523-3312).

Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability, you can arrange for accommodations by contacting the office of Disability Support Services (DSS) at 928-523-8773 (voice), 928-523-6906 (TTY). In order for your individual needs to be met, you are required to provide DSS with disability related documentation and are encouraged to provide it at least eight weeks prior to the time you wish to receive accommodations. You must register with DSS each semester you are enrolled at NAU and wish to use accommodations.

Faculty are not authorized to provide a student with disability related accommodations without prior approval from DSS. Students who have registered with DSS are encouraged to notify their instructors a minimum of two weeks in advance to ensure accommodations. Otherwise, the provision of accommodations may be delayed.

Concerns or questions regarding disability related accommodations can be brought to the attention of DSS or the Affirmative Action Office.
Institutional Review Board

Any study involving observation of or interaction with human subjects that originates at NAU—including a course project, report, or research paper—must be reviewed and approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) for the protection of human subjects in research and research-related activities.

The IRB meets once each month.  Proposals must be submitted for review at least fifteen working days before the monthly meeting.  You should consult with your course instructor early in the course to ascertain if your project needs to be reviewed by the IRB and/or to secure information or appropriate forms and procedures for the IRB review.  Your instructor and department chair or college dean must sign the application for approval by the IRB.  The IRB categorizes projects into three levels depending on the nature of the project:  exempt from further review, expedited review, or full board review.  If the IRB certifies that a project is exempt from further review, you need not resubmit the project for continuing IRB review as long as there are no modifications in the exempted procedures.

A copy of the IRB Policy and Procedures Manual is available in each department’s administrative office and each college dean’s office.  If you have questions, contact Melanie Birck, Office of Grant and Contract Services, at 928-523-8288.

Academic Integrity

The university takes an extremely serious view of violations of academic integrity.  As members of the academic community, NAU’s administration, faculty, staff and students are dedicated to promoting an atmosphere of honesty and are committed to maintaining the academic integrity essential to the education process.  Inherent in this commitment is the belief that academic dishonesty in all forms violates the basic principles of integrity and impedes learning.  Students are therefore responsible for conducting themselves in an academically honest manner.

Individual students and faculty members are responsible for identifying instances of academic dishonesty.  Faculty members then recommend penalties to the department chair or college dean in keeping with the severity of the violation.  The complete policy on academic integrity is in Appendix F of NAU’s Student Handbook.

Academic Contact Hour Policy

The Arizona Board of Regents Academic Contact Hour Policy (ABOR Handbook, 2-206, Academic Credit) states:  “an hour of work is the equivalent of 50 minutes of class time…at least 15 contact hours of recitation, lecture, discussion, testing or evaluation, seminar, or colloquium as well as a minimum of 30 hours of student homework is required for each unit of credit.”

The reasonable interpretation of this policy is that for every credit hour, a student should expect, on average, to do a minimum of two additional hours of work per week; e.g., preparation, homework, studying.
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