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Proposal for New Course 
	1. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2004, Summer 2005)
	Summer 2005

	

	2. College
	Consortium of Professional Schools
	3. Academic Unit (Department)
	Forestry

	

	4. Course subject/catalog number
	FOR441
	5. Units (credit hours)
	3

	

	6. Co-convened with
	N/A

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented)



	7. Cross-listed with
	N/A

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC. Both course syllabi must be presented.)





	8. Long course title
	Sustainable Forestry in Tropical Ecosystems: International Field Experience

	

	9. Short course title (maximum of 30 characters including spaces)
	Field Forestry in the Tropics

	

	10. Catalog course description (20-30 words), include requisites.
This is an international field course on forestry issues in the developing world.  The course has a common theme but is offered in various countries.  Requires instructor approval.  


	11. Grading option: Letter grade
	  X
	   or pass/fail
	
	  or both
	
	(If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	12. May course be repeated for additional units (credit hours)? 
	yes
	  X
	  no
	
	     If yes, maximum units allowed?
	6

	Students would be able to repeat this course in more than one country.  

	13. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units (credit hours)  in the same term? (ex. BIO 300)
	yes
	      
	         no
	   X

	14. Is this a topics course?     yes  
	X
	     no
	
	

	15. Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	Lecture and lab (combined)
	
	Lecture only
	
	Lab only
	
	
	
	Clinical
	
	  Research
	

	Seminar
	
	Field Studies
	X
	Independent Study
	
	 Activity             
	
	       Supervision          
	
	

	

	16. Contact hours of lecture weekly
	12
	Contact hours of lab weekly
	36

	

	17. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	N/A

	

	18. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	N/A

	19. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (check one): 

	
	instructor consent
	X
	department consent
	
	no consent
	
	

	

	20. Is the course needed for a new degree plan?      yes
	
	           no         
	 X
	

	                         If yes, has the program been approved by UCC or UGC?            yes   
	
	    no
	
	

	                         If yes, when?   
	
	
	

	                         Name of new program plan?   
	
	

	21. Does course replace an existing course?      yes
	  X
	              
	    no
	
	

	 If yes, what course?


	This course has been offered successfully three times previously as FOR499 in Honduras (twice) and Ghana (once).  This request is to convert this course to regular standing with an expectation that it will be taught every 1-2 years in different countries of the world.  
	 Submit Proposal for Course Change or Deletion for replaced course.



	22. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?        yes
	
	     No
	  X
	

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                     

	

	

	

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department who course is listed above.

	

	23. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units (departments), or enrollment?                       yes
	
	         no                                       
	 X
	

	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	24. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?      yes 
	
	     no
	X
	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?          yes
	
	      no
	
	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	
	

	25. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved university format; see next page for outline.) 
       This course has been offered on three previous occasions as FOR499 and this request is to formalize the course as a regular course offering.  This is an international field course that offers students the opportunity to explore how forestry contributes to economic development and forest resource protection in various countries in the world.  

The attached syllabus is an example from the Ghana course in 2004.  


	

	26. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Michael Wagner, Pablo Parysow, John Bailey
	

	

	27. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied? 

	

	28. Will present library holdings support this course?      yes
	 X
	             no
	
	
	

	

	29. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	

	For Committee use only

	

	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date

Or University Graduate Committee

	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified
	

	

	Note:  Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to college dean, department chair, registrar’s office, and Academic Information.

	          Office after approval

	


Forestry 441

Sustainable Forestry in Tropical Ecosystems: Ghana Field Course

Credits:
3 semester hours

Location: 
Ghana, West Africa (see schedule of activities)

Dates:

July 16-August 6

Instructors:
Michael R. Wagner      
  Paul Bosu
           
 Sky Stephens



School of Forestry
   
  FORIG

 School of Forestry



PO Box 15018
               
  KNUST Box 63
 PO Box 15018



Flagstaff, AZ 86011
   
  Kumasi, Ghana
 Flagstaff, AZ 86011


Phone (928) 523-6646              
  233-051-60121         (928) 523-9200


Email: Mike.Wagner@nau.edu             pbosu@forig.org    sss29@dana.ucc.nau.edu


Course Prerequisites: 

Instructor approval.

Course Description:

Tropical forests provide wood products, medicinal plants, foodstuffs, tourism, environmental protection, habitat for wildlife and humans, and the majority of the planet’s plant and animal biodiversity.  This course examines a broad range of issues related to tropical wet and dry ecosystems including: their distribution, ecology, and management; deforestation issues and actions; conservation management and preservation; community forestry, natural forest management, plantation forestry and agroforestry; ecotourism and cultural tourism; and gender roles, indigenous knowledge and land tenure issues.  All of the issues in this course and raised in the context of the social, political, economic, and cultural conditions under which Africans’ live and work in Ghana.  A three week trip across Ghanaian forests will provide students will hands-on experience in tropical forestry.

Course Objectives:

Students will, by the completion of this course:

a) Understand current trends in the ecology and management of wet and dry tropical forests throughout the world, with a focus on West Africa 

b) Appreciate the major challenges for sustainable management of tropical forests, much beyond the traditional silviculture and planning requirements; and

c) Develop first-hand experience in tropical forest (ecosystem) management in Ghana.

d) Understand and participate in forest based economic development through the Bobori Butterfly Sanctuary Ecotourism Project.

e) Acquire a social, political, economic and cultural perspective on the role of forestry in the lives of traditional African people.

f) Learn the difference in the view of western culture and Ghanians in how they perceive and value forests.  

Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes:

-Discuss the differences between the traditional use of forests in tropical and temperate regions.

-Demonstrate an understanding of major forestry issues like deforestation, certification, indigenous knowledge that affect developing country forests.

-Describe the social and cultural context in how local Africans view their forest.

-Demonstrate the knowledge of development approaches (i.e. ecotourism, agroforestry) and how the strategies can be effective to achieve broad economic development within a cultural context.  

Course Structure:


This is a three-week field course.  Offering will vary between winter, summer, and academic sessions depending on the country.  

Required Textbooks:

1. Course-pack 
Recommended (optional) Textbooks:

1. Whitmore, T.C. 1998. An introduction to tropical forests. Second Edition. Oxford University Press. New York, 282 pp.

2. Sharma, N.P. (ed) 1992. Managing the worlds forests. Kendall/hunt publishing Co 665 pp.

Evaluation and Grading:

During the course, students will be evaluated based on: a) participation (involvement in activities, synthesis and questioning, and punctuality)  b) professionalism ( Each student will be assigned one day/event during the course to write official letters of thank you from the class to the host of the day) and c) a journal describing the main lessons learned each field day.  Journals will be due two weeks after the group returns to the U.S. and should contain approximately a one-page typed account for each day of the field course.  

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes:


Instructors for the course are engaged with students from breakfast until the end of each day.  During breakfast activities for each day are outlined.  Instructors clarify what is expected from students that day.  Throughout the daily activities student participation and professionalism are assessed.  During and after the evening meal a discussion of lessons learned for that day are reviewed.  Students are asked to actively participate in the discussion and ask questions about what experiences they had that day and if they understood the forestry issues presented.  Students are encouraged to complete their journal at the end of each day.  


The timeline for assessment is a daily assessment of each students participation and professionalism and a final assessment of their written journal at the end of the course.  

Grading System:


Participation

30 Points


Professionalism
10 Points


Journal


60 Points


Total

          100 Points

Lecture grade will be derived from total points.  Your letter grade will be based on the following: A>90%, B=80-89%, C=70-79%, D=60-69, F<60%. 

Course Policy: 


Make up tests/late assignments:  Make-up tests are permitted with a valid written excuse with appropriate documentation.  Content of make up tests may change from the regular class exams.  Late assignments will generally receive a late penalty of up to one full letter grade (10 points.)  This may be waived with a valid excuse and appropriate documentation.

Attendance:

Attendance at all class meetings and field activities is required.  Material missed due to absence is the responsibility of the student.  Professor lecture notes will not be provided.  

Plagiarism and cheating:


Plagiarism or cheating by a student will generally result in a grade of zero for that student.  Repeat plagiarism or cheating will result in a failing grade for the class.  

Other Course Policies:

This course will comply with all academic policy statements established by NAU (see http://www.jan.ucc.nau.edu/academicadmin/policy.doc) regarding safe learning environments, disabilities, and integrity.

Important Contact Numbers:

Michael R. Wagner      
  Paul Bosu
           
 Sky Stephens



School of Forestry
   
  FORIG

 School of Forestry



PO Box 15018
               
  KNUST Box 63
 PO Box 15018



Flagstaff, AZ 86011
   
  Kumasi, Ghana
 Flagstaff, AZ 86011


Phone (928) 523-6646              
  233-051-60121         (928) 523-9200

Email: Mike.Wagner@nau.edu      
       pbosu@forig.org         sss29@dana.ucc.nau.edu
US Embassy in Ghana

6th and 10th Lanes, Osu    

Telephone: (233) 21-776-601/602    

Fax: (233) 21-701-1813
After Hours Emergency: (233) 21-775-297    

Email: acsaccra@state.gov 

Medical Information:

It will be each attendee’s responsibility to make known all medical/allergy conditions to the course instructors.  Sky Stephens has been formally trained in basic and wilderness first aid and CPR by the American Red Cross.  All precautions will be made to ensure your personal safety during this course and first aid as required will be administered while further medical attention is arranged if needed. As medical first aid ethics require no medication will be administered to a patient.  However, the patient may decide to medicate themselves with the appropriate over the counter products.  Students are required to obtain an international student identification card which includes emergency evacuation insurance.  

	Date
	Day
	Activity
	Morning
	Afternoon
	Evening
	Remarks

	Day 1
	Sat
	Travel
	Meet at JFK,

Depart for Accra
	
	
	

	Day 2
	Sun
	Arrive in Accra,

Accra to Bobiri/Ejisu market
	Pick up at Airport,

Travel to Kumasi
	
	
	Buy Groceries on the

way/ Ejisu market

	Day 3
	Mon
	Classes/Presentations
	Ghana Peace Corps

Ecotourism Programme &

Bobori Prj (Jane and Alfred)
	Develop Ecotourism

Project
	Wildlife Mgmt in Ghana followed by bird I.D. (W. Ossum)
	

	Day 4
	Tue
	Presentations/Kejetia 

Experience
	1. Forestry in Ghana

2. Gender/Forestry

3. Agroforestry
	Kejetia Experience/Tit bits on Ghanian language (Twi) Culture, Traditions, etc. J. Kwarteng
	

	Day 5
	Wed
	Conference Presentations
	Conference presentations (including Plantations Dev’t by V. Agyeman)
	

	Day 6
	Thu
	In-Conference Field Trip
	(Habitat International Mixed Plantation project near Akumadan/Techiman
	

	Day 7
	Fri
	Conference Presentations
	Conference Presentations
	

	Day 8
	Sat
	Travel to Mole Nat’l Park
	
	1. Introductory Lecture on Mole Nat’l Park 

2. Wildlife Viewing
	

	Day 9
	Sun
	Tour Mole Nat’l Park
	1.Lecture: Collaborative mgmt of Mole Nat’l Park

2.Visit to surrounding local communities

3.Safari Walk/Wildlife Viewing


	


	Day 10 
	Mon
	Travel to Bolgatanga
	
	Field Visit: Gia Nabio Agroforestry pjt
	Savannah Ecosystems: Challenges, Research, Dev’t, & socioeconomic issues.
	

	Day 11
	Tue
	Arid Land forestry Tour
	Field visit: Dagare Community Forest Reserve
	2. Tour farm houses: Bolganavrogo area
	2. Visit: Sirigu Ecotourism
	

	Day 12
	Wed
	Travel from Bolga to
	Bobiri
	Lunch Stopover at Kintampo Falls
	
	

	Day 13
	Thu
	
	
	Tour FORIG (workshop, snail farm, Mushroom farm, Mesewam nursery, etc.
	Tour IRNA Agroforestry projects & IRNA facilities
	

	Day 14
	Fri
	Tree planting at Kubease
	Joint tree planting with Kubease community
	
	
	

	Day 15
	Sat
	Kumasi Cultural Center/ Shopping
	Cultural center/ shopping
	Cultural center/ shopping
	Ecotourism project
	

	Day 16
	Sun
	Bobiri Forest Hike, fufu party
	Forest hike
	Fufu Party
	Complete Ecotourism project
	

	Day 17
	Mon
	Travel to Domenasi/ village experience
	
	Tour Paul’s Village/ village industries. Oil palm extraction, Garri professing, Black Smith Workshop. –Subsistence Farms.
	

	Day 18
	Tue
	Domenasi/ Cape Coast
	Interaction w/ Domenasi community- Drumming and dancing.
	Travel to Cape Coast
	

	Day 19
	Wed
	Visit Cape Coast
	Visit Elmina Castle
	

	Day 20
	Thu
	Kakum Nat’l Park/ Rainforest Tour
	Kakum Nat’l Park/ Rainforest Tour
	

	Day 21
	Fri
	Travel to Accra
	Travel to Accra
	ISAID Meeting
	Shopping
	Depart Accra

	Day 22
	Sat
	Depart to U.S.
	
	Arrive in JFK

Individual Return Flights Home

SAFE JOURNEY!
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