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Overview

The creation of the BAiLS Emphasis and BAS Specialization in the Administration of Justice is in response to a mandate funded by the Arizona Board of Regents, as part of the Arizona Regent University (ARU).  The program differs from that which is offered by Criminal Justice in that it is more applied and it is aimed at the in-service or pre-service professionals (primarily police and corrections) wishing to attain a Bachelors degree.  The program is designed to work as a 2 + 2 (Associates Degree to BAS) or 2 + 2 Associates Degree to BAiLS.  The program is also designed to meet the needs of students who have an accumulation of credit, but who have not completed an Associates Degree.   

The program will be offered primarily through web delivery, with anchor faculty in Administration of Justice and Public Agency Service in the Phoenix area.  It is generally expected that the program will initially attract 25 to 30 new students to NAU.
The program builds on the existing educational and practical experience of the student by providing courses, primarily in the area of public administration.  This plan fits well with the general ideology that the community colleges provide the specific, more hands-on, courses as part a particular career path while the universities provide the courses that serve as a cap to the community college experience. 
Rather than create a whole new degree plan, which would require resource in excess of those already in existence or those which are immediately forthcoming, this proposal builds on existing programs and course delivery.  Primarily the support will come from the Public Agency Service Program. 

Resources

Distance Learning Services, with ARU funding, is supporting the hiring of one full-time instructor position in the Administration of Justice Program.  There is additional support of part-time instructors as the need arises.

Distance Learning Services (DLS) is also funding an additional full-time position in Speech Communication and Public Agency Service to meet the expected demand, not only of those program, but also in support of the Administration of Justice Program.  If there is additional demand in Public Agency Service and/or Speec Communication, DLS will also support the funding of part-time positions.
Additional Development

The public administration courses (PAS), for the most part, already exist at NAU and they are already being delivered via the web.  Very select courses in justice system planning, wide-area crisis management, prison/jail management, and prison administration are expected to be added during 2006/2007.

As noted on the Plan Change/Addition form the delivery of Speech Communication  and Public Agency Service courses are integral to the support of the BAiLS/BAS in Administration of Justice.  There will be need for more capacity in the SC and PAS courses required in BAiLS and BAS.  
During the Fall of 06 and Spring of 07 we will be using ENG 305W or any other Junior Level Writing Experience to fulfill that particular University requirement.  ENG 305W is already an option that is being currently used in the BAS program.  During the Fall of 06 we will prepare for review a Junior Level Writing Experience that will be specific to the program and also service as part of the assessment plan which we are developing. 
The Capstone Courses already in use for Public Agency Service will be used as a part of the Administration of Justice Program.  
Support

A letter of support is not necessary from Public Agency Service, because in addition to being the Program Director of the Administration of Justice I am the Program Director of Public Agency Service.  In sum, I support the Administration of Justice Program.
A letter of support from Speech Communication is not necessary for two reasons:  The courses from Speech Communication are already a part of both the BAiLS and BAS umbrella programs.  Additionally, Speech Communication, through the Dean’s Office in Social and Behavior Sciences, has agreed to support the combination of hires (Public Agency Service, Speech Communication and Administration of Justice) which are mutually supportive.

The Department of Criminal Justice at NAU has given permission to the Administration of Justice Program to use selected courses offered by that C. J. Department via the web.  See letter below:

Hi Larry,

I have considered and approve your request to include five three credit Criminal Justice courses typically offered online to support the BAiLS/BAS in Administration of Justice.  It should be noted that these courses are offered as part of an elective course rotation, meaning no one course is offered every semester. In addition, course delivery will vary based on faculty availability and department needs.

The courses we agree should be included are:
 
CJ 331 Justice System Administration     
CJ 333 Discretion and Decision-Making
CJ 325 Drug Issues and the Law     
CJ 410 Youth, Crime, and Justice
CJ 380 Law in America      

Please let me know if I can provide you with any additional information.

Sincerely,

Robert Carl Schehr
Chair, Department of Criminal Justice
Director, Northern Arizona Justice Project
Northern Arizona University
P.O. Box 15005
Flagstaff, Arizona 86011-5005
928.523.9979
Robert.Schehr@nau.edu
 
PAGE  
1

