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Course Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this class, but it is expected that almost all students will be EMF majors or EMF minors.

Course description

This course will introduce students to the concepts, techniques, equipment, and vocabulary that are used in the creation of electronic media programs.  Students will read about the overall process of program creation and the tools needed to achieve production goals.  Students will learn about equipment and techniques in the areas of audio production (for radio and sound tracks for video and film), video production (for all delivery systems), and film production (for features). 

Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes

Students will identify and write about the basics of electronic media and film production.   Students will gain a conceptual understanding of the process of planning, creating, and exhibiting electronic media and film programming.  

Students will be able to identify and distinguish production equipment, categorize and differentiate techniques involved using the equipment, and the process of creating, distributing and exhibiting programming material, and understand the vocabulary used in the process. 

Course structure and approach

This course will be lecture style with two 75 minute classes per week.  In addition to standard lecture and class participation, this class will rely on audiovisual materials and Web sites to show equipment, the production process, and examples of programs and projects.

Textbook and required materials

Kindem, G., and Musburger, R. (2004). Introduction to Media Production: The Path to Digital Media Production. 3rd ed. Boston, Focal Press.

Recommended reading

Zettl, H. (2004). Video Basics 4. Belmont, CA, Wadsworth.

Medoff, N., Tanquary, T., and Helford, P. (1994). Creating TV Projects. Boston, Focal Press

Course outline

Week 1 
Introduction to the technical world of program creation

Week 2
Analog and Digital 

Week 3 
Introduction to basic terminology in audio, video, and film 
Exercise 1

Week 4
Audio theory and aesthetics

Week 5 
Audio equipment, signal flow

Test 1

Week 6
Video theory and aesthetics

Week 7
Video equipment and techniques



Exercise 2

Week 8
Film theory and aesthetics 

Week 9
Film equipment and techniques

Week 10
Lighting 



Test 2

Week 11
Design and Graphics

Week 12
Editing







Week 13 
Animation and Special Effects



Exercise 3

Week 14 
Distributing and Exhibiting Programs

Week 15 
Catch-up and Review

Final

Test 3

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

To assess whether students can identify equipment, slides of equipment will be shown and students will be asked individually and in small groups name what is shown.  Film or video clips will be shown and students will be asked to analyze and explain the production techniques involved.  Students will formulate a preproduction treatment that analyzes equipment that will be used for a production which the instructor will assess for fulfillment of learning outcomes.

Grading System

Grades will be based upon student performance on exams and exercises.  Three exams will be given. Student will complete three exercises involving the identification of equipment, analysis of production techniques, and the basics involved in content creation (e.g., a treatment or synopsis for a film or television series)

Test 1

25%

Test 2

25%

Test 3

25%

Exercises
25%

Final grades will be based upon:

A
90-100%

B
80-89%

C
70-79%

D
60-69%

F
59% and below

Course policy

Students are expected to take tests on the scheduled day the test is given to all students in the class.  Students with excused institutional absences will be allowed to schedule a make-up exam.  

Attendance to all classes is expected and role will be taken in all classes.  Missing more than 3 classes will result in a one grade level reduction.

Cheating on an exam or any other assignment will result in a zero on that test or assignment. In addition, serious violations of this type (cheating or plagiarism) may involve punitive action by the School of Communication or the Dean of Students. 

This course will also adhere to policies contained in the following:

Safe Environment Policy
NAU’s Safe Working and Learning Environment Policy seeks to prohibit discrimination and promote the safety of all individuals within the university.  The goal of this policy is to prevent the occurrence of discrimination on the basis of sex, race, color, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, disability, or veteran status and to prevent sexual harassment, sexual assault or retaliation by anyone at this university.

You may obtain a copy of this policy from the college dean’s office or from the NAU’s Affirmative Action website http://www4.nau.edu/diversity/swale.htm.  If you have concerns about this policy, it is important that you contact the departmental chair, dean’s office, the Office of Student Life (928-523-5181), or NAU’s Office of Affirmative Action (928-523-3312).

Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability, you can arrange for accommodations by contacting the office of Disability Support Services (DSS) at 928-523-8773 (voice), 928-523-6906 (TTY). In order for your individual needs to be met, you are required to provide DSS with disability related documentation and are encouraged to provide it at least eight weeks prior to the time you wish to receive accommodations. You must register with DSS each semester you are enrolled at NAU and wish to use accommodations.

Faculty are not authorized to provide a student with disability related accommodations without prior approval from DSS. Students who have registered with DSS are encouraged to notify their instructors a minimum of two weeks in advance to ensure accommodations. Otherwise, the provision of accommodations may be delayed.

Concerns or questions regarding disability related accommodations can be brought to the attention of DSS or the Affirmative Action Office. For more information, visit the DSS website at http://www2.nau.edu/dss/.
