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TEXT: Broadcast News, Mitchell Stephens, 4th Edition, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich Company, 2004.
PREREQUISITES: JLS 131, EMF 223, EMF 225
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  EMF 323W, Specialized Reporting & Writing in Electronic Media News, is a writing intensive course which teaches the student the basics of researching long form news stories, writing and editing mini-documentaries for radio, TV, and film, and producing specialized stories for the electronic media. 

OBJECTIVES: By the end of the course, EMF 323W, the student will:

1.  develop a basic knowledge of history, types, and production techniques of various long form reporting styles 

2.  understand, apply, and establish an effective writing pattern and style for efficient and clear communication 
of ideas and content in radio, TV and film, and

3.  enhance his/her writing skills through writing, re-writing, and producing documentaries and long-form new stories.
STRUCTURE:  EMF 323W, Specialized Reporting & Writing, is structured as a writing intensive lab class. Students must read the assigned pages in their text before coming to class and must be prepared to discuss the concepts covered in the text and write assignments in class, based upon material covered in the text.  Extensive out of class time is required for researching and covering news events, the writing and re-writing of news stories and the editing and critiquing of classmates’ work.
The instructor reserves the right to alter the syllabus at any time dependent upon progress of the class and changes in access to equipment.
ATTENDANCE:    Attendance is considered vital. Students are required to attend class sessions and contribute to class discussions.  If a class is missed (excused or unexcused), making up missed material is the responsibility of the student who is absent.  Students missing class when outside assignments are made and explained may not be able to complete the assignment because of failure to understand the requirements for completing the assignment correctly.  Assignments will be explained only in class unless the student has an excused absence.  Students missing class on days when writing assignments are performed in class will not be allowed to make-up the missed assignments and will be issued a zero for that assignment, unless they have been granted an excused absence.
Prior notice is required for absence on test days. An essay test may be substituted for the test given at the regularly scheduled time. Make up tests will not be given. In the event of a missed test, the student will be issued a zero for that test, if prior arrangements were not made.
Attendance will affect grade calculation. Students missing more than 3 class sessions will lose 50 points from their final grade calculation after their third absence. Excused absences are granted only for university approved absences, emergencies documented in writing, and family responsibilities or job/internship interviews which are requested in advance.  All excused absences must be requested in writing, in advance and must be supported with written documentation.
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GRADES--EMF 323W will be graded on a point basis from four areas.

TESTS - There will be 2 unit exams during the semester worth 100 points each and a comprehensive final worth 100 points.  Each test will be 60% objective and 40% subjective. The final exam will be scheduled during finals week.  The total points available for tests during the semester is 300.

IN CLASS ASSIGNMENTS - There will be 150 points worth of in-class, or in-class assigned, writing assignments.  Students will be required to evaluate, critique, and edit the written stories of their peers.  Many of the in-class assignments will be the re-writing of material critiqued by peers and the instructor.

In some instances in-class assignments will be performed in writing teams.

Students will not be allowed to make up in-class writing assignments missed due to absences.  Students missing in-class writing assignments who have institutional excused absences will be given substitute writing or editing assignments.   

NEWS STORIES - There will be 250 points worth of news stories assigned through out the semester.  Stories will vary in point value.  Stories will be graded according to standards explained in class.  Stories will not be accepted after the due date, unless prior arrangements have been made. Plagiarism or use of information from other peoples’ works, with out proper citation, is not acceptable and will result in an F for that assignment and that unit.  Students should be aware that many of these stories require extensive out of class research and preparation time and should arrange their schedules for these assignments.
ATTENDANCE will affect the final grade.  Students who miss more than 3 class sessions will lose 50 points per absence after 3 absences.  Excused absences are granted only for university approved absences, emergencies documented in writing and family responsibilities or job/internship interviews which are requested in advance.  All excused absences must be requested in writing, in advance and must be supported with written documentation.
GRADING SCALE

A
630   -  700


B
560   -  629


C
490   -  559




D
420   -  489
F
Below  420
ACADEMIC HONESTY:  

Cheating is not permissible. Students caught using notes during tests, talking to one another, using cell phones or looking at test papers of other students will receive a zero on that test.  

Students falsifying information in news stories or making up information or quotes because of lack of effort to obtain correct or thorough information will be issued a zero for that assignment.  Plagiarism or use of information from a source that is not cited in the story will also result in a zero for that story.
COLLEGE LEVEL STANDARDS AND EXPECTATIONS:                  

Each student is expected to perform at college level standards in English grammar g and writing skills, vocabulary usage, math and calculation skills, reading comprehension and reasoning. Tests and assignments will be graded according to English usage, clarity, organization of thought and general intelligibility. 
Each student is expected to purchase and read the required text book for the class.
Cell phones cannot be used in class.  Failure to follow NAU policies contained in the Student Handbook will result in disciplinary action.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Methods of Assessment:
News stories will be reviewed and edited by peers so that students can demonstrate comprehension of writing principles and techniques taught in class. After re-writes and edits by peers, the instructor will conduct similar assessments in order to assure that the student is following broadcast writing style.

Timeline for Assessment:
Each assignment will be assessed by peers and the instructor weekly.  All critiques and reviews, with suggestions and student comments, will be returned to the writer within one week of submission. 
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COURSE   SCHEDULE

  Reading/Text
   
Class Date      Topic and Reading Assignments


Assignments Due
Week 1:

Intro & Overview, Writing for the Ear


In Class Assignment

Week 2:

The Objective of Specialized News Writing


Assignment #1 DUE 

Week 3:

Clarity & Simplicity
Chapters 1 & 2


In Class Assignment

Week 4:

Broadcast News Stories
Chapters 3 & 4 


Assignment #2 DUE

Week 5:

Review & 2nd Assignment Edit, TEST #1


In Class Assignment

Week 6:

Sentence Structure & Story Structure   Chapters 5 & 6
In Class Assignment

Week 7:

Citing Sources, Chapters 7



Assignment #3 DUE

Week 8:

Critique 3rd Assignment, 
Explain Asn. #4


In Class Assignment

Week 9:

Gathering News Information, Chapter 8


Assignment #4 DUE

Week 10:
Guest Speaker, Edit Assignment #4


Assignment #5 DUE

Week 11:
Critique Assignment #5 – Using Audio/Sound Chap. 9 & 10
In Class Assignment

Week 12:
TV Feature Stories, Chapter 11 & 12
 

Assignment #6 DUE


Week 13:
Public Affairs Reporting, Chapter 13


Assignment #7 DUE

Week 14:
Review, TEST #2 (No Class - Thanksgiving)

In Class Assignment


Week 15:
Writing to Visuals, Chapter 16



Assignment #8 DUE

FINAL EXAM
