Introduction to African American Studies
Department of English; College of Social and Behavioral Sciences
Ethnic Studies 150
Fall 2005
TTH 11:10-12:25; 3 Credit Hours
Instructor: Dr. T. Green

Office Hours: LA 305 Advising Center TH 10-11 a.m.; TTH 2:30-3:30 p.m.  

Office Phone: 523-5946  

Location:  Rm. 132     Liberal Arts Bldg. 18

Email: tara.green@nau.edu
Web address: http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~ttg4/
Course Prerequisites

None
Course Description

The purpose of this course is to expose students to the cultural history of African Americans.  Through short lectures, class discussions, and other activities, students will acquire a strong understanding of African American culture. Study of the culture will include an examination of musical forms, film images, historical events, and literary genres. 
This is a Liberal Studies Course in the Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry Block and the thematic focus of the course is Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience.   This course seeks to develop several of the essential skills (critical reading, critical thinking, and effective writing) and will pay particular attention through assessment to critical reading and thinking through various forms of writing assignments.

Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course

To successfully complete this course, students must do the following in written forms:

1. Discuss the political, historical, social, and cultural experiences of African Americans;

2. Demonstrate developed critical thinking and writing skills through interpretation and analyses of literary themes; 
3. Examine the relationship between writing, empowerment, and voice in the literature of African Americans; 
4. Compare and contrast the experiences of African Americans of different historical eras; 
5. Identify and discuss narrative strategies unique to African American writers;
6. Strengthen writing skills by engaging in varied forms of writing assignments.
Course Structures and Approach:

Instruction will be delivered by short lectures and will be supplemented by use of audio and video recordings.  Students are expected to participate in class discussions.
Required Textbooks Call and Response: The Anthology of the African American Literary  Tradition;  Purchase at Aradia Bookstore, 116 West College
Required Class Materials: a stapler with staples; 4-6 blue books for exams; pocket folder for journal; and a textbook
Recommended References
See my website for links to sites on African American culture and studies.
Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

Assignments may be added or deleted based on my discretion as the instructor.

Methods of Assessment and Timeline for Assessment 

Critical reading, critical thinking, effective writing skills will be assessed through their journal entries, exams and essays.

Graded Disbursements (Total—700 points):

Assignment


Tentative Due Dates



Points/Value

	  Journal   (1)
	  Oct. 13
	    100

	  Journal   (2)
	  Dec. 9
	    100

	  Short Paper
	  Nov. 3
	    100

	  Exam
	  Oct. 18
	    100

	  Short Paper
	  Sept. 29
	    100

	 Attendance
	Each Class Period
	      70

	 Final Exam
	TBA
	     130


Grading System 

Grade Computation: 700-630=A; 629-560=B; 559-490=C; 489-420=D; 419-below=F
Grade Scale for 100 point assignments: A (100-90); B (89-80); C (79-70); D (69-60); F (59-50)

Course Policy 

Participation/Attendance

You must attend class everyday prepared to discuss the literary works.  If you miss more than three classes (unexcused absences), you will lose 70 points (a letter grade).  Be on time!!  I take roll every class period.  You will also lose credit if you have not done required work to prepare for class, reading assignments, internet searches, viewed media reserves.
Explanation of Assignments:
Assignments are due when I call for them in class or before class. Late assignments will not be accepted.  Only assignments that are hand-delivered to me will be graded.  Therefore, do not leave any in the office for me, slide any under my door, or send any by e-mail or fax.

Journal:  Due before class or at the beginning of class.  These assignments are daily exercises in thinking critically about the readings. 
We will have mini-lessons on grammar, punctuation, and thesis construction which are designed to help students to strengthen their writing skills.

You are required to write a 1 page, double-spaced response to each of the assigned readings. (See sample entry.)  Your response may be legibly hand-written on loose leaf paper (use the red line on the right and left sides as the margin) or may be typed.  Ideally, your entry will reflect a point that you would like to discuss in class and that would make a helpful contribution to increase your and your classmates’ understanding of the reading and the larger theme of the work.  
Submission:  All journal entries must be placed, in order of the date, in a pocket folder.  Each entry must have the proper course heading.  Make sure your name, course, and section number are clearly visible on the top, right-hand corner of the folder. Each entry must be typed.  
Novel, short story, autobiography: Respond to one point that is of interest to you regarding the character of the protagonist, speaker, or one of the characters.  Defend your response.  You may also consider writing about the author of the work.  For longer works, I may provide a list of points to consider. Use evidence/examples for the text to support your point.
Poetry: Respond to the poem.  Discuss a point regarding the style or the message/theme.  If you have more than two poems to read you must write one response to two poems by the same author.  In the case of more than one author, write a response to one poem by two authors. Use evidence/examples for the poem to support your point.

Movie or video: Respond to what you feel is one of the more significant points of the documentary or movie in relation to the experience of one of the characters. Or identify the central point of the movie.  In the case of interviews, what statement strikes you the most and why?

I will pick these journals up twice during the semester for grading, but I may pick-up individual entries at any time.  If you do not have an entry or if it is inadequately written, you will lose five points from your grade. Always be prepared and organized. Use complete grammatically correct sentences.  Your entries must be focused and may not include long quotes from the text.  Do NOT consult secondary sources to write these papers.  
Short Papers
For the first paper, you will demonstrate your ability to read critically and strengthen your critical thinking skills by writing a paper about significance of Christianity on people of African descent during the slavery era. Use the readings to support your thesis.
For the first paper, you will demonstrate your ability to read critically and strengthen your critical thinking skills by writing a paper about the theme of Zora Neale Hurston’s short story, “Spunk.” We will have ongoing conversations about the explication of literary themes beginning on Nov. 1.
Format:

All essays must be typed, with the exception those written in class (essay exams).  The font must be 12 points.  Please use either of Times Roman. Margins must be 1inch on all sides.  Please avoid printing double-sided.
Documentation of Sources:

You must use MLA style to document primary and secondary sources.  If you fail to do so, you’ll be guilty of plagiarism.  Consult the NAU Cline Library website for a brief overview of the MLA guidelines. 

If you are in doubt about appropriate critical sources, ask me.

Writing Skills:

The NAU writing lab website also has other helpful information that may improve your writing skills.

Statement on plagiarism and cheating:

When you submit an assignment with your name on it for grading, I will assume that you are the sole author of the work.  Any attempt to present someone else’s words or ideas as your own constitutes plagiarism.  You must use MLA citation style to document any sources you have used and/or consulted.  You will receive an F on any assignment that has been, in whole or in part, plagiarized and I will report you to the Dean of Student’s Office.  
Safe working and Learning Environment, Students with Disabilities, Institutional Review Board, and Academic Integrity Policies are available on the NAU website.  If you are a student with a documented disability, please bring me your documentation no later than the third class meeting so that I can be aware of any arrangements that I need to make as your instructor.
Course Calendar
Assignments are due on the date indicated.  Due dates are subject to change and all changes (and changes only!) will be announced in class or, in case of school closure or other unforeseen mishaps, on my voice mail.  Readings may be found in the textbook.  In some cases, in order to prepare for class, you may have to do internet research or view a documentary or film on reserve.
August


Aug. 30—
Introductions and Syllabus
Sept 6—
Video Early African Americans in class; Mini-lesson on grammar
Sept. 8—
Video Early African Americans in class; read pp. 2-12; Mini-lesson thesis 

construction 
Sept. 13--           pp.13-18; pp. 61-68; Discussion of Spirituals and Folklore 
Sept. 15—
pp. 19-27; Frederick Douglass,  p. 272; First Journal assignment due
Narrative in the life of Frederick Douglass Chapters 1-4
Sept. 20—
Frederick Douglass Chapters 5-8
Sep. 22—
Frederick Douglass Chapters 9-12
Sep. 27--           Douglass Finish reading
Sep. 29--
African American Religion and Protest; Richard Allen’s Sermon p.204; 
Short Paper Due
Oct. 04-- 
Booker T. Washington Up From Slavery, Chapters 1-3
Oct. 06---
Washington Chapters 4-6
Oct. 11--
W.E. B DuBois “Of Our Spiritual Strivings”; p. 737; Research History of NAACP
Oct. 13--
DuBois; p. 742, “Of Mr. Booker T. Washington and Others” Journal Due
Oct. 18—
Exam
Oct. 25—
Jazz and Blues  p. 797, p. 806
Oct. 27—
The New Negro Movement; Marcus Garvey p. 829
Nov. 01—
Langston Hughes; p. 886; Selected Poetry; Discussion of literary theme
Nov. 03—
Zora Neale Hurston; “Spunk” p. 942; Response Paper Due
Nov. 08—
Richard Wright “Long Black Song” p. 1011
Nov. 10--          Emmett Till (view video on reserve in Cline); Poetry of Gwendolyn Brooks, 1170
Nov. 15—
Research History of Brown v. Bd. Of Topeka; pp. 1344-1354
Nov. 17—
Rosa Parks, ML King, and the Bus Boycott (electronic reserve)
Nov. 22—
1963 March on Washington
Nov.29—
Black Power Movement; Stokely Carmichael 1425 
Dec. 1—
Contemporary Black Music; pp. 1354-1364
Dec. 6—
Black Film and Television

Dec. 9--
Review; Journal 2 Due
Extra Credit: No more than 30 points can be earned.

Students may attend any event relating to Africana cultures.  In order to receive credit, students must write a 250 word typed essay describing the event and what interested them about the event.  Essays are due the class period after the event.  Only those events announced by me in class can be used for extra credit.  No more than 30 points can be earned.10 points for each event essay.  5 points can be earned for watching televised events, movies, or documentaries.  An essay must be written and the same rules apply. 
