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Bachelors Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies

B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies

B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies  

 

Academic Advising Services, Gateway Student Success Center

NAU, PO Box 5650, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5650

928-523-4772

 

 

BIS Director
Larry A. Gould  

Undergraduate Introduction  

You may pursue the following academic plan in interdisciplinary studies:  

· bachelor of arts in interdisciplinary studies(extended major)

· bachelor of science in interdisciplinary studies(extended major)

NAU’s flexible, B.A. and B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies (BIS) offers you an opportunity to design a plan of studies, in consultation with an advisor, to meet your individual educational needs. You may choose either of these degrees if you plan to enter an occupation that requires a broad general education, if you are seeking career advancement or personal intellectual enrichment, if you are considering a preprofessional plan.

We also offer this degree as part of NAU’s distance education [image: image1.png]


program; however, not all emphasis areas are available through distance education.

 

We designed this degree to broaden your background, but not to substitute for a degree that meets specific professional or occupational needs. If you are preparing for an occupation where entry is governed by licensure and/or professional certification, you should seek admission to the appropriate degree plan.  

 

Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies  (extended major)  

To earn the B.A. in BIS degree, you must complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:  

· at least 35 units of liberal studies requirements [image: image2.png]


 

· at least 57 - 71 units of major requirements  

· elective courses, if needed, to reach an overall total of at least 120 units  

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)  

    

Please note that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in ethnic diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may, also, be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

 

The B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies requires that you must take at least 30 units of upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above).

 

Additionally, please note that you may be able to use some courses to meet more than one requirement; however, you must still meet the total of at least 120 units to graduate. Contact your advisor for details.  

 

Finally, please note that the requirements for any particular BIS plan will be more specific than the general academic description given here. See the specific academic area in this catalog, which are listed at the end of this section, for the BIS plan you are interested in.

Liberal Studies (General Education) Requirements  

Click here to go to the section titled NAU’s Undergraduate Academic Plans for information about the 35 units of liberal studies [image: image3.png]


credit that we require. Contact the department of your emphasis for information about liberal studies courses that are specific to your major.  

 

Be aware that you may not use courses that have the same prefix or course code as the courses in your emphasis to satisfy liberal studies requirements; in addition, you may not use the specific courses in your focus to satisfy liberal studies requirements. (For the interdisciplinary emphases in arts and letters, public agency service, and women’s studies, you may use the emphasis course prefixes; however, you may not use the specific courses from those emphases to satisfy both emphasis and liberal studies requirements.)  

Major Requirements  for B.A.

You must complete 57- 68 units for this major—in an emphasis, a focus area, and communications skills requirements.  

Please note that you must have a grade of C or better in all courses used in the Extended Major, which includes the Emphasis, Focus/Minor/Certificate, and Communication Skills Area. 

Emphasis  

You must take 21-28 units in an emphasis approved by the BIS advisory council. See the end of this section for a list of BIS emphases, each of which has been designed with a clear and specific learning objective.  

 

As part of NAU’s general university requirements, these units include a junior writing course and senior capstone experience, which we specify within each individual emphasis.  

Focus, Minor, or Certificate Requirements

Meet this 15-unit requirement by choosing one of the three options described in this section.

Focus in Interdisciplinary Studies 

Take at least 15 units in a structured interdisciplinary plan of study outside your emphasis field.  You must take 3 units of credit in each of the following blocks:  Ethnical Reasoning; Creative and Humanistic Inquiry; Scientific Reasoning and Inquiry; Social and Political Foundations; and Cultural Understanding.  Courses used to satisfy this requirement may not have been used to satisfy any other requirement for this degree.  Please see below for listing of approved courses by block.

Minor 

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a minor outside your emphasis field, instead of either a focus or certificate. The minor, which will require at least 15 units, must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation. Refer to specific academic areas within this catalog for information about the coursework requirements for particular minors you may be interested in. (Please note that not all minors are available statewide or on line.).

Certificate 

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a certificate outside your emphasis field, instead of either a focus or a minor. The certificate, which will require at least 15 units, must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation. Refer to specific academic areas within this catalog for information about the coursework requirements for particular certificates you may be interested in. (Please note that not all certificates are available statewide or on line.).

Communication Skills Requirements

You must take the following 21-25 units:

· 3 units in computer literacy -- This coursework must help you to understand in general the technical components of computers and information systems, the role of computers in modern society, how to solve problems using information systems technology, and how to use the World Wide Web and common software productivity tools.

· 6 units of oral communication courses

You may choose 6 units of performance-based courses or a combination of 3 units of performance-based and 3 units of theory-based communication coursework from the following lists

performance-based courses:

EM 124; SC 111, 311, 312, 314, 315, and 318; and TH 242

theory-based courses:

SC 271, 321, 323, 351, 365, 424, 472, and 477

(Please note that you can’t use CLEP or locally prepared exams to satisfy this requirement. Transfer equivalencies not addressed by articulation agreement must be approved by the BIS/BAS Advisory Council.)

· four courses (12-16 units) in a modern language other than English, selected from the same language

(You can take CLEP or AP exams to fulfill all or part of this requirement; however, you can’t use “travelers” or “conversation only” language courses for this requirement.)

Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies  (extended major)  

To earn the B.S. in BIS degree, you must complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:  

· at least 35 units of liberal studies requirements [image: image4.png]


 

· at least 60 - 67 units of major requirements  

· elective courses, if needed, to reach an overall total of at least 120 units  

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)  

    

Please note that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in ethnic diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may, also, be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

 

The B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies requires that you must take at least 30 units of upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above). 

Additionally, please note that you may be able to use some courses to meet more than one requirement; however, you must still meet the total of at least 120 units to graduate. Contact your advisor for details.  

 

Finally, please note that the requirements for any particular BIS plan will be more specific than the general academic description given here. See the specific academic area in this catalog, which are listed at the end of this section, for the BIS plan you are interested in.

Liberal Studies (General Education) Requirements  

Click here to go to the section titled NAU’s Undergraduate Academic Plans for information about the 35 units of liberal studies [image: image5.png]


credit that we require. Contact the department of your emphasis for information about liberal studies courses that are specific to your major.  

 

Be aware that you may not use courses that have the same prefix or course code as the courses in your emphasis to satisfy liberal studies requirements; in addition, you may not use the specific courses in your focus to satisfy liberal studies requirements. (For the interdisciplinary emphases in arts and letters, public agency service, and women’s studies, you may use the emphasis course prefixes; however, you may not use the specific courses from those emphases to satisfy both emphasis and liberal studies requirements.)  

Major Requirements for B.S. 

You must complete 60-70 units for this major—in an emphasis, a focus area, and communications skills requirements.  

Please note that you must have a grade of C or better in all coursed used in the Extended Major. 

Emphasis  

You must take 21-28 units in an emphasis approved by the BIS advisory council. See the end of this section for a list of BIS emphases, each of which has been designed with a clear and specific learning objective.  

 

As part of NAU’s general university requirements, these units include a junior writing course and senior capstone experience, which we specify within each individual emphasis.  

Focus, Minor, or Certificate Requirements

Meet this 15-unit requirement by choosing one of the three options described in this section.

Focus in Interdisciplinary Studies 

Take at least 15 units in a structured interdisciplinary plan of study outside your emphasis field.  You must take 3 units of credit in each of the following blocks:  Ethnical Reasoning; Creative and Humanistic Inquiry; Scientific Reasoning and Inquiry; Social and Political Foundations; and Cultural Understanding.  Courses used to satisfy this requirement may not have been used to satisfy any other requirement for this degree.  Please see below for listing of approved courses by block.

Minor 

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a minor outside your emphasis field, instead of either a focus or certificate. The minor, which will require at least 15 units, must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation. Refer to specific academic areas within this catalog for information about the coursework requirements for particular minors you may be interested in. (Please note that not all minors are available statewide or on line.).

Certificate 

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a certificate outside your emphasis field, instead of either a focus or a minor. The certificate, which will require at least 15 units, must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation. Refer to specific academic areas within this catalog for information about the coursework requirements for particular certificates you may be interested in. (Please note that not all certificates are available statewide or on line.).

Communication Skills Requirements

You must take the following 24 units:

· 6 units in computer literacy, such as CIS 120 and 120L, and one other CIS or VC course taken with a letter grade

(This coursework must help you to understand in general the technical components of computers and information systems, the role of computers in modern society, how to solve problems using information systems technology, and how to use the World Wide Web and common software productivity tools.)

· 6 units of oral communication courses

You may choose 6 units of performance-based courses or a combination of 3 units of performance-based and 3 units of theory-based communication coursework from the following lists

performance-based courses:

EM 124; SC 111, 311, 312, 314, 315, and 318; and TH 242

theory-based courses:

SC 271, 321, 323, 351, 365, 424, 472, and 477

(Please note that you can’t use CLEP or locally prepared exams to satisfy this requirement. Transfer equivalencies not addressed by articulation agreement must be approved by the BIS/BAS Advisory Council.)

· four  courses ANT 101 102, or 104, PSY 230 or equivalent, MAT 114, STA 270 or equivalent, CJ 355, ECI 497C, ESE 380, HS 333, SOC 355W, SOC 365, PAS 355, and SW 370 (12 units)

Interdisciplinary Focus Area

Ethical Reasoning
HUM

371

Humanistice Values in a Technological Society

PHI 

105

Introduction to Philosophy

PHI 

331

Environmental Ethics

HUM

175

Environmental Humanities

HUM

373

Nature and Values

REL

391

Religion, Nature and the Environment

COM

150

Environmental Communication

HUM

395

Public Humanities

PL

376

Planning for Sustainable Tourism

Creative and Humanistic Inquiry
ANT

355

Archaeology of Rock Art

ART

100

Art Appreciation

ART

300

Contemporary Art Tends

CJ

215

Crime, Justice and the Media

COM

382

The Art of Communication

HUM

101

Introduction to Humanities

HUM

120

The Search for Meaning

HUM

345W

Critical Judgement in the Humanities

HUM

351

Perspectives on Western Humanities I

HUM

352

Perspectives on Western Humanities II

HUM 

353

Perspectives on Western Humanities III

HUM

370

The Popular Arts

MUS

320

Western Musical Heritage

PHI 

240

Ancient Philosophy

PHI 

320

Metaphysics

PHI 

321

Epistemology

PHI 

322

Philosophy of the Mind

PHI 

351

Philosophy in Literature

PHI 

352

Philosophy of Religion

REL

231

Topics in the Study of Religions

REL

322

Contemporary Christian Thought

REL

325

The Historical Jesus

TH

101

Introduction to the Theatre

ARH

351

Art of the United States

ARH

352

Twentieth Century Art to 1945

ARH

353

Art Since 1945

ENG

121

The Story of English

ENG

308

Introduction to Linguistics

ENG

364

Popular Literature

MUS

260

Introduction to World Music

MUS

333

Jazz History and Styles

MUS

393

Music America

HUM

375

Women in American Arts and Culture

Scientific Reasoning and Inquiry
PHI 

203

Scientific Reasoning

PHI 

223

Argument Analysis

PHI 

359

Philosophy of Science

ALL LAB SCIENCE COURSES IN THE LIBERAL STUDIES BLOCK FALL INTO THE SCIENTIFIC REASONING AND INQUIRY BLOCK IN THE INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES CERTIFICATION

ALL SCIENCE/APPLIED SCIENCE COURSES IN THE LIBERAL STUDIES BLOCK FALL INTO THE SCIENTIFIC REASONING AND INQUIRY BLOCK IN THE INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES CERTIFICATION

ECO

284

Principles of Economics: Micro

ECO

285

Principles of Economics: Macro

FOR

222

Environmental Conservation

FOR

230

Multicultural Perspectives of Natural Resources Management

FOR

282

Ecological Restoratoin Principles

PSY

101

Introduction to Psychology

PSY

240

Developmental Psychology

Social and Political Foundations
HIS

308

Science, Technolgoy and Society in the American West

POS

231

Topics in Politics and the Humanities

PHI 

356

Philosophy of History

PL

120

Building the Human Environment

POS

210

American Indian Tribal Governement

POS

320

Native American Politics and Policy

POS

355

Women, Power, and Politics

POS

356

Race, Power, and Politics

POS

357

Topics in Cultural Diversity

AIS

202

Roots of American Indian Federal Policy

AIS

304

Indigenous/State Relations - Comparative Global Contexts

ANT

105

Anthropology Today: Global Issues

ANT

253

Aztec and Maya: Archaeology of Ancient Mexico

ANT

301

Peoples of the World

ANT

303

Peoples of Latin America

ANT

306

Peoples of the Southwest

ANT

307

Central America

ANT

350

Ancient Civilization

ANT

351

Southwestern Archaeology

CJ

101

Introduction to Criminal Justice

CJ

250

Criminology

CJ

325

Drug Issues and the Law

CJ

340

White Collar and Corporate Crime

CJ

360

Women, Crime, and Justice

CJ

380

Law in America

GGR

240

World Geography: West

GGR

241

World Geography: East

GGR

346

United States

GGR

348

Geography Area Studies

GGR

376

Regional Geography of Tourism and Recreation

HIS

240

Western Civilization I

HIS

241

Western Civilization II

HIS

270

Ancient Near Eastern Civilization

HIS

291

U.S. History to 1865

HIS

292

U.S. History since 1865

HIS

394

Recent America

HIS

397

Survey of American Arts and Culture

PHI 

357

Political Philosophy

PL

201

Intro to Planning and Land Use Principles

PL

376

Planning for Sustainable Tourism

POS

110

American Politics

POS

159

Nature and Politics

POS

201

Introduction to Politics

POS

224

Public Administration

POS

230

Current Issues in Politics

POS

241

State and Local Politics

POS

250

Introduction to Public Policy Making

POS

254

Political Ideologies

POS

344

Environmental Movements

POS

359

Environmental Policy

POS

360

Comparative Politics

POS

361

Politics of Developing Nations

POS

362

Studies in Wester European Politics

POS

364

Studies in Russian and Central European Politics

POS

376

Studies in North American Politics

PSY

250

Social Psychology

PSY

375

Social Psychology of Self and Identity

REL

390

Recent Trends in Religion

SC

365

Communication in Contemporary Affairs

SOC

101

Introduction to Sociology

SOC

210

Social Problems

SOC

301

Topics in Contemporary Social Issues

SOC

316

Sociology of Sexuality

SOC

333

Environment and Society

SOC

339

Crime, Law,and Society

Cultural Understanding
CJ

314

Hollywood & the Social Construction of Crime and Justice

ENG

245

US Multi-Ethnic Literture Survey

ENG

345

Topics in Multi-Ethnic Literature

ENG

381

Cross-Cultural Approaches to Folklare

ENG

250

Africana Women

HUM

362

Perspectives on Asian Humanities

HUM

382

World Perspective in Humanities

PHI 

110

Global Philosophy

AIS

101

Introduction to Applied Indigenous Studies

AIS

201

American Indian Expression

AIS

210

Current American Indian Government

ANT

102

Exploring Cultures

ANT

103

Culture in Communication

ANT

205

Native Peoples of North America

Ant

209

Folklore of the World: Anthropological Perspectives

COM

301

Race, Gender, and the Media

ES

191

Women, Gender Identity and Ethnicity

ES

356

Race, Power, and Politics

ES

391

Special Topics in Ethnic Studies

HIS

102

World History II:  The Making of the Modern World

HIS

220

History of Africa to 1800

HIS

221

History of Africa since 1800

HIS

230

History of Islamic Civilizations to 1500

HIS

231

History of Islamic Civilizations since 1500

HIS

249

Pre-Modern India

HIS

250

Pre-Modern East Asia

HIS

280

Colonial Latin America

HIS

293

American Indian History

HIS

295

Women in American History

HIS

297

Women in Asia

HIS

381

U.S.-Mexico Borderlands

HIS

382

Mexico: Yesteday and Today

HUM

130

Introduction to Humanities

HUM

261

Asian Ideas and Values

HUM

281

Latin American Ideas and Values

HUM

291

American Multicultural Ideas and Values

HUM

381

Mexican Arts and Culture

MUS

360

Topics in World Music

MUS

365

Native American Music

POS

120

Political Worlds

POS

366

Studies in Latin American Politics

POS

370

Studies in Asian Politics

POS

374

Studies in African Politics

REL

150

Religions of the World

REL

210

Hebrew Bible (Old Testament)

REL

220

New Testament

REL

301

Ancient Gods and Goddesses

REL

311

Judaism

REL

321

Christianity

REL

331

Islam

REL

341

Hinduism

REL

351

Buddhism

REL

355

The Buddha: Depictions of Guddhism's Found in Cultural Context

REL

359

Mahayana Buddhism: Buddhas and Paths

REL

380

Native American Religions

SC

323

Intercultural Communication

SOC

315

American Society and the American Indian

WST

191

Women, Gender Identity and Ethnicity

WST

360

Transnational Feminisms

AIS

202

Roots of American Indian Federal Policy

ANT

104

Buried Cities and Lost Tribes

ANT

301

Peoples of the World

ANT

303

Peoples of Latin America

ANT

306

Peoples of the Southwest

ANT

307

Central America

ANT

350

Ancient Civilization

CJ

360

Women, Crime, and Justice

ES

215

Racial and Ethnic Relations

HIS

240

Western Civilization I

HIS

241

Western Civilization II

HIS

251

The Making of Modern Asia

HIS

312

Gandhi's India

HIS

314

Contemporary India

HIS

325

Modern China

HIS

332

Modern Japan

HIS

366

The Holocaust

HIS

396

Chicano History

REL

201

Introduction to Tribal Religions

REL

206

Women's Roles & Experience in Asian Religions

SOC

204

Sociology of Gender

SOC

215

Racial and Ethnic Relations

WST

150

Women, Information and Technology

WST

260

Third World Women

WST

291

Introduction to Women's Studies

HIS

281

Latin American from Independence to the Present

General Electives  

Additional coursework is required, if, after you have met the previously described requirements, you have not yet completed a total of 120 units of credit.  

 

You may take these remaining courses from any academic areas, using these courses to pursue your specific interests and goals. We encourage you to consult with your advisor to select the courses that will be most advantageous to you. (Please note that you may also use prerequisites or transfer credits as electives if they weren’t used to meet major, minor, or liberal studies requirements.) 

 

The following BIS emphases are offered through specific academic departments at NAU. See the appropriate section of this catalog or contact the appropriate department for specific information about each emphasis.  

 

 

[image: image6.png]


Emphasis  

Section in Catalog 

Administration of Justice

advertising 

Advertising [image: image7.png]



anthropology 

Anthropology [image: image8.png]



arts and letters

Arts and Letters [image: image9.png]



biology

Biology [image: image10.png]



communication sciences and disorders

Health Sciences
criminal justice

Criminal Justice [image: image11.png]



early childhood education

Teaching and Learning [image: image12.png]



enterprise in society

Business Administration [image: image13.png]



environmental communication

Journalism [image: image14.png]



environmental sciences

(NAU–Yuma only) 

Environmental Sciences [image: image15.png]



Ethnic studies

learning and pedagogy

Teaching and Learning [image: image16.png]



library science

Teaching and Learning [image: image17.png]



mathematics and statistics

Mathematics and Statistics [image: image18.png]



Navajo 

Modern Languages [image: image19.png]



news editorial

Journalism [image: image20.png]



organizational communication 

Speech Communication [image: image21.png]



parks and recreation management

Geography, Planning, and Recreation [image: image22.png]



philosophy 

Philosophy [image: image23.png]



psychology 

Psychology [image: image24.png]



public agency service

Public Agency Service [image: image25.png]



sociology 

Sociology [image: image26.png]



speech communication

Speech Communication [image: image27.png]



women’s studies

Women's Studies [image: image28.png]
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Bachelors Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies

B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies

B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies  

 

Academic Advising Services, Gateway Student Success Center

NAU, PO Box 5650, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5650

928-523-4772

 

 

BIS Director
Larry A. Gould  

Undergraduate Introduction  

You may pursue the following academic plan in interdisciplinary studies:  

· bachelor of arts in interdisciplinary studies (extended major)

· bachelor of science in interdisciplinary studies (extended major)

NAU’s flexible, B.A. and B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies (BIS) offers you an opportunity to design a plan of studies, in consultation with an advisor, to meet your individual educational needs. You may choose either of these degrees if you plan to enter an occupation that requires a broad general education, if you are seeking career advancement or personal intellectual enrichment, if you are considering a preprofessional plan.

We also offer this degree as part of NAU’s distance education [image: image30.png]


program; however, not all emphasis areas are available through distance education.

 

We designed this degree to broaden your background, but not to substitute for a degree that meets specific professional or occupational needs. If you are preparing for an occupation where entry is governed by licensure and/or professional certification, you should seek admission to the appropriate degree plan.  

 

Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies  (extended major)  

To earn the B.A. in BIS degree, you must complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:  

· at least 35 units of liberal studies requirements [image: image31.png]


 

· at least 57 - 68 units of major requirements for the Bachelor of Arts and 60 – 67 units of major requirements for the Bachelor of Science  

· elective courses, if needed, to reach an overall total of at least 120 units  

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)  

    

Please note that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in ethnic diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may, also, be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

 

The B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies requires that you must take at least 30 units of upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above).

 

Additionally, please note that you may be able to use some courses to meet more than one requirement; however, you must still meet the total of at least 120 units to graduate. Contact your advisor for details.  

 

Finally, please note that the requirements for any particular BIS plan will be more specific than the general academic description given here. See the specific academic area in this catalog, which are listed at the end of this section, for the BIS plan you are interested in.

Liberal Studies (General Education) Requirements  

Click here to go to the section titled NAU’s Undergraduate Academic Plans for information about the 35 units of liberal studies [image: image32.png]


credit that we require. Contact the department of your emphasis for information about liberal studies courses that are specific to your major.  

 

Be aware that you may not use courses that have the same prefix or course code as the courses in your emphasis to satisfy liberal studies requirements; in addition, you may not use the specific courses in your focus to satisfy liberal studies requirements. (For the interdisciplinary emphases in arts and letters, public agency service, and women’s studies, you may use the emphasis course prefixes; however, you may not use the specific courses from those emphases to satisfy both emphasis and liberal studies requirements.)  

Major Requirements  for B.A.

You must complete 57- 68 units for this major—in an emphasis, a focus area, and communication skills requirements.  

Please note that you must have a grade of C or better in all courses used in the Extended Major, which includes the Emphasis, Focus/Minor/Certificate, and 

Communication Skills Area. 

Emphasis  

You must take 21-28 units in an emphasis approved by the BIS advisory council. See the end of this section for a list of BIS emphases, each of which has been designed with a clear and specific learning objective.  

 

As part of NAU’s general university requirements, these units include a junior writing course and senior capstone experience, which we specify within each individual emphasis.  

Focus, Minor, or Certificate Requirements

Meet this 15-unit requirement by choosing one of the three options described in this section.

Focus in Interdisciplinary Studies 

Take at least 15 units that include a minimum of  in a structured interdisciplinary plan of study outside your emphasis field.  You must take 3 units of credit in each of the following blocks: Ethnical  Ethical Reasoning; Creative and Humanistic Inquiry; Scientific Reasoning and Inquiry; Social and Political Foundations; and Cultural Understanding.  Courses used to satisfy this requirement may not have been used to satisfy any other requirement for this degree.  At least 9 units must be taken at NAU and at least 6 units of the 9 units must be upper-division (300 or 400 level) Please see below for listing of approved courses by block.

Minor 

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a minor outside your emphasis field, instead of either a focus or certificate. The minor, which will require at least 15 units, must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation. Refer to specific academic areas within this catalog for information about the coursework requirements for particular minors you may be interested in. (Please note that not all minors are available statewide or on line.).

Certificate 

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a certificate outside your emphasis field, instead of either a focus or a minor. The certificate, which will require at least 15 units, must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation. Refer to specific academic areas within this catalog for information about the coursework requirements for particular certificates you may be interested in. (Please note that not all certificates are available statewide or on line.).

Communication Skills Requirements

You must take the following 21-25 units:

· 3 units in computer literacy – This coursework must help you to understand in general the technical components of computers and information systems, the role of computers in modern society, how to solve problems using information systems technology, word processing, spreadsheet use, data base management and how to use the World Wide Web and common software productivity tools. .  This course must have been taken within 10 years of admittance to NAU.
· 6 units of oral communication courses

You choose 3 units of performance-based courses and 3 units of theory-based courses listed below. At least 3 units must be upper-division

performance-based courses:

EM 124; SC 111, 311, 312, 314, 315, and 318; and TH 242

theory-based courses:

SC 271, 321, 323, 351, 361, 365, 424, 472, 475 and 477

(Please note that you can’t use CLEP or locally prepared exams to satisfy this requirement. Transfer equivalencies not addressed by articulation agreement must be approved by the BIS/BAS Advisory Council.)

· four courses (12-16 units) in a modern language other than English, selected from the same language

(You can take CLEP or AP exams to fulfill all or part of this requirement; however, you can’t use “travelers” or “conversation only” language courses for this requirement.)

Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies  (extended major)  

To earn the B.S. in BIS degree, you must complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:  

· at least 35 units of liberal studies requirements [image: image33.png]


 

· at least 60 - 67 units of major requirements  

· elective courses, if needed, to reach an overall total of at least 120 units  

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)  

    

Please note that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in ethnic diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may, also, be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

 

The B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies requires that you must take at least 30 units of upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above). 

Additionally, please note that you may be able to use some courses to meet more than one requirement; however, you must still meet the total of at least 120 units to graduate. Contact your advisor for details.  

 

Finally, please note that the requirements for any particular BIS plan will be more specific than the general academic description given here. See the specific academic area in this catalog, which are listed at the end of this section, for the BIS plan you are interested in.

Liberal Studies (General Education) Requirements  

Click here to go to the section titled NAU’s Undergraduate Academic Plans for information about the 35 units of liberal studies [image: image34.png]


credit that we require. Contact the department of your emphasis for information about liberal studies courses that are specific to your major.  

 

Be aware that you may not use courses that have the same prefix or course code as the courses in your emphasis to satisfy liberal studies requirements; in addition, you may not use the specific courses in your focus to satisfy liberal studies requirements. (For the interdisciplinary emphases in arts and letters, public agency service, and women’s studies, you may use the emphasis course prefixes; however, you may not use the specific courses from those emphases to satisfy both emphasis and liberal studies requirements.)  

Major Requirements for B.S.

 

You must complete 60-70 units for this major—in an emphasis, a focus area, and communications skills requirements.  

Please note that you must have a grade of C or better in all coursed used in the Extended Major. 

Emphasis 

 

You must take 21-28 units in an emphasis approved by the BIS advisory council. See the end of this section for a list of BIS emphases, each of which has been designed with a clear and specific learning objective.  

 

As part of NAU’s general university requirements, these units include a junior writing course and senior capstone experience, which we specify within each individual emphasis. 

 

Focus, Minor, or Certificate Requirements

Meet this 15-unit requirement by choosing one of the three options described in this section.

Focus in Interdisciplinary Studies 

Take at least 15 units that include a minimum of  in a structured interdisciplinary plan of study outside your emphasis field.  You must take 3 units of credit in each of the following blocks: Ethnical  Ethical Reasoning; Creative and Humanistic Inquiry; Scientific Reasoning and Inquiry; Social and Political Foundations; and Cultural Understanding.  Courses used to satisfy this requirement may not have been used to satisfy any other requirement for this degree.  At least 9 units must be taken at NAU and at least 6 units of the 9 units must be upper-division (300 or 400 level) Please see below for listing of approved courses by block.

Minor 

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a minor outside your emphasis field, instead of either a focus or certificate. The minor, which will require at least 15 units, must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation. Refer to specific academic areas within this catalog for information about the coursework requirements for particular minors you may be interested in. (Please note that not all minors are available statewide or on line.).

Certificate 

You may also fulfill this requirement by completing a certificate outside your emphasis field, instead of either a focus or a minor. The certificate, which will require at least 15 units, must be completed according to the requirements listed in your catalog of graduation. Refer to specific academic areas within this catalog for information about the coursework requirements for particular certificates you may be interested in. (Please note that not all certificates are available statewide or on line.).

Communication Skills Requirements

You must take the following 24 units:

· 6 units in computer literacy, such as CIS 120 and 120L, and one other CIS or VC course taken with a letter grade

(This coursework must help you to understand in general the technical components of computers and information systems, the role of computers in modern society, how to solve problems using information systems technology, and how to use the World Wide Web and common software productivity tools) .  These courses must have been taken within 10 years of admittance to NAU.
6 units of oral communication courses 

You choose 3 units of performance-based courses and 3 units of theory-based courses listed below. At least 3 units must be upper-division

performance-based courses:

EM 124; SC 111, 311, 312, 314, 315, and 318; and TH 242

theory-based courses:

SC 271, 321, 323, 351, 361, 365, 424, 472, 475 and 477

(Please note that you can’t use CLEP or locally prepared exams to satisfy this requirement. Transfer equivalencies not addressed by articulation agreement must be approved by the BIS/BAS Advisory Council.)

· science requirements four  courses ANT 101 102, or 104; BIO 301 or 302; PSY 230 or equivalent; MAT 114, STA 270 or equivalent; CJ 355; ECI 497C; ESE 380; HS 333; SOC 355W, SOC 365; PAS 355, 356; and SW 370 (12 units). At least six units must be upper division

Interdisciplinary Focus Area

Ethical Reasoning
HUM

371

Humanistice Values in a Technological Society

PHI 

105

Introduction to Philosophy

PHI 

331

Environmental Ethics

HUM

175

Environmental Humanities

HUM

373

Nature and Values

REL

391

Religion, Nature and the Environment

COM

150

Environmental Communication

HUM

395

Public Humanities

PL

376

Planning for Sustainable Tourism

Creative and Humanistic Inquiry
ANT

355

Archaeology of Rock Art

ART

100

Art Appreciation

ART

300

Contemporary Art Tends

CJ

215

Crime, Justice and the Media

COM

382

The Art of Communication

HUM

101

Introduction to Humanities

HUM

120

The Search for Meaning

HUM

345W

Critical Judgement in the Humanities

HUM

351

Perspectives on Western Humanities I

HUM

352

Perspectives on Western Humanities II

HUM 

353

Perspectives on Western Humanities III

HUM

370

The Popular Arts

MUS

320

Western Musical Heritage

PHI 

240

Ancient Philosophy

PHI 

320

Metaphysics

PHI 

321

Epistemology

PHI 

322

Philosophy of the Mind

PHI 

351

Philosophy in Literature

PHI 

352

Philosophy of Religion

REL

231

Topics in the Study of Religions

REL

322

Contemporary Christian Thought

REL

325

The Historical Jesus

TH

101

Introduction to the Theatre

ARH

351

Art of the United States

ARH

352

Twentieth Century Art to 1945

ARH

353

Art Since 1945

ENG

121

The Story of English

ENG

308

Introduction to Linguistics

ENG

364

Popular Literature

MUS

260

Introduction to World Music

MUS

333

Jazz History and Styles

MUS

393

Music America

HUM

375

Women in American Arts and Culture

Scientific Reasoning and Inquiry
PHI 

203

Scientific Reasoning

PHI 

223

Argument Analysis

PHI 

359

Philosophy of Science

ALL LAB SCIENCE COURSES IN THE LIBERAL STUDIES BLOCK FALL INTO THE SCIENTIFIC REASONING AND INQUIRY BLOCK IN THE INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES CERTIFICATION

ALL SCIENCE/APPLIED SCIENCE COURSES IN THE LIBERAL STUDIES BLOCK FALL INTO THE SCIENTIFIC REASONING AND INQUIRY BLOCK IN THE INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES CERTIFICATION

ECO

284

Principles of Economics: Micro

ECO

285

Principles of Economics: Macro

FOR

222

Environmental Conservation

FOR

230

Multicultural Perspectives of Natural Resources Management

FOR

282

Ecological Restoratoin Principles

PSY

101

Introduction to Psychology

PSY

240

Developmental Psychology

Social and Political Foundations
HIS

308

Science, Technolgoy and Society in the American West

POS

231

Topics in Politics and the Humanities

PHI 

356

Philosophy of History

PL

120

Building the Human Environment

POS

210

American Indian Tribal Governement

POS

320

Native American Politics and Policy

POS

355

Women, Power, and Politics

POS

356

Race, Power, and Politics

POS

357

Topics in Cultural Diversity

AIS

202

Roots of American Indian Federal Policy

AIS

304

Indigenous/State Relations - Comparative Global Contexts

ANT

105

Anthropology Today: Global Issues

ANT

253

Aztec and Maya: Archaeology of Ancient Mexico

ANT

301

Peoples of the World

ANT

303

Peoples of Latin America

ANT

306

Peoples of the Southwest

ANT

307

Central America

ANT

350

Ancient Civilization

ANT

351

Southwestern Archaeology

CJ

101

Introduction to Criminal Justice

CJ

250

Criminology

CJ

325

Drug Issues and the Law

CJ

340

White Collar and Corporate Crime

CJ

360

Women, Crime, and Justice

CJ

380

Law in America

GGR

240

World Geography: West

GGR

241

World Geography: East

GGR

346

United States

GGR

348

Geography Area Studies

GGR

376

Regional Geography of Tourism and Recreation

HIS

240

Western Civilization I

HIS

241

Western Civilization II

HIS

270

Ancient Near Eastern Civilization

HIS

291

U.S. History to 1865

HIS

292

U.S. History since 1865

HIS

394

Recent America

HIS

397

Survey of American Arts and Culture

PHI 

357

Political Philosophy

PL

201

Intro to Planning and Land Use Principles

PL

376

Planning for Sustainable Tourism

POS

110

American Politics

POS

159

Nature and Politics

POS

201

Introduction to Politics

POS

224

Public Administration

POS

230

Current Issues in Politics

POS

241

State and Local Politics

POS

250

Introduction to Public Policy Making

POS

254

Political Ideologies

POS

344

Environmental Movements

POS

359

Environmental Policy

POS

360

Comparative Politics

POS

361

Politics of Developing Nations

POS

362

Studies in Wester European Politics

POS

364

Studies in Russian and Central European Politics

POS

376

Studies in North American Politics

PSY

250

Social Psychology

PSY

375

Social Psychology of Self and Identity

REL

390

Recent Trends in Religion

SC

365

Communication in Contemporary Affairs

SOC

101

Introduction to Sociology

SOC

210

Social Problems

SOC

301

Topics in Contemporary Social Issues

SOC

316

Sociology of Sexuality

SOC

333

Environment and Society

SOC

339

Crime, Law,and Society

Cultural Understanding
CJ

314

Hollywood & the Social Construction of Crime and Justice

ENG

245

US Multi-Ethnic Literture Survey

ENG

345

Topics in Multi-Ethnic Literature

ENG

381

Cross-Cultural Approaches to Folklare

ENG

250

Africana Women

HUM

362

Perspectives on Asian Humanities

HUM

382

World Perspective in Humanities

PHI 

110

Global Philosophy

AIS

101

Introduction to Applied Indigenous Studies

AIS

201

American Indian Expression

AIS

210

Current American Indian Government

ANT

102

Exploring Cultures

ANT

103

Culture in Communication

ANT

205

Native Peoples of North America

Ant

209

Folklore of the World: Anthropological Perspectives

COM

301

Race, Gender, and the Media

ES

191

Women, Gender Identity and Ethnicity

ES

356

Race, Power, and Politics

ES

391

Special Topics in Ethnic Studies

HIS

102

World History II:  The Making of the Modern World

HIS

220

History of Africa to 1800

HIS

221

History of Africa since 1800

HIS

230

History of Islamic Civilizations to 1500

HIS

231

History of Islamic Civilizations since 1500

HIS

249

Pre-Modern India

HIS

250

Pre-Modern East Asia

HIS

280

Colonial Latin America

HIS

293

American Indian History

HIS

295

Women in American History

HIS

297

Women in Asia

HIS

381

U.S.-Mexico Borderlands

HIS

382

Mexico: Yesteday and Today

HUM

130

Introduction to Humanities

HUM

261

Asian Ideas and Values

HUM

281

Latin American Ideas and Values

HUM

291

American Multicultural Ideas and Values

HUM

381

Mexican Arts and Culture

MUS

360

Topics in World Music

MUS

365

Native American Music

POS

120

Political Worlds

POS

366

Studies in Latin American Politics

POS

370

Studies in Asian Politics

POS

374

Studies in African Politics

REL

150

Religions of the World

REL

210

Hebrew Bible (Old Testament)

REL

220

New Testament

REL

301

Ancient Gods and Goddesses

REL

311

Judaism

REL

321

Christianity

REL

331

Islam

REL

341

Hinduism

REL

351

Buddhism

REL

355

The Buddha: Depictions of Guddhism's Found in Cultural Context

REL

359

Mahayana Buddhism: Buddhas and Paths

REL

380

Native American Religions

SC

323

Intercultural Communication

SOC

315

American Society and the American Indian

WST

191

Women, Gender Identity and Ethnicity

WST

360

Transnational Feminisms

AIS

202

Roots of American Indian Federal Policy

ANT

104

Buried Cities and Lost Tribes

ANT

301

Peoples of the World

ANT

303

Peoples of Latin America

ANT

306

Peoples of the Southwest

ANT

307

Central America

ANT

350

Ancient Civilization

CJ

360

Women, Crime, and Justice

ES

215

Racial and Ethnic Relations

HIS

240

Western Civilization I

HIS

241

Western Civilization II

HIS

251

The Making of Modern Asia

HIS

312

Gandhi's India

HIS

314

Contemporary India

HIS

325

Modern China

HIS

332

Modern Japan

HIS

366

The Holocaust

HIS

396

Chicano History

REL

201

Introduction to Tribal Religions

REL

206

Women's Roles & Experience in Asian Religions

SOC

204

Sociology of Gender

SOC

215

Racial and Ethnic Relations

WST

150

Women, Information and Technology

WST

260

Third World Women

WST

291

Introduction to Women's Studies

HIS

281

Latin American from Independence to the Present

General Electives  

Additional coursework is required, if, after you have met the previously described requirements, you have not yet completed a total of 120 units of credit.  

 

You may take these remaining courses from any academic areas, using these courses to pursue your specific interests and goals. We encourage you to consult with your advisor to select the courses that will be most advantageous to you. (Please note that you may also use prerequisites or transfer credits as electives if they weren’t used to meet major, minor, or liberal studies requirements.) 

 

The following BIS emphases are offered through specific academic departments at NAU. See the appropriate section of this catalog or contact the appropriate department for specific information about each emphasis.  
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Emphasis  

Section in Catalog 

Administration of Justice

Public Agency Service

advertising 

Advertising [image: image36.png]



anthropology 

Anthropology [image: image37.png]



arts and letters

Arts and Letters [image: image38.png]



biology

Biology [image: image39.png]



communication sciences and disorders

Health Sciences
criminal justice

Criminal Justice [image: image40.png]



early childhood education

Teaching and Learning [image: image41.png]



enterprise in society

Business Administration [image: image42.png]



environmental communication

Journalism [image: image43.png]



environmental sciences

(NAU–Yuma only) 

Environmental Sciences [image: image44.png]



Ethnic studies

Fire Science Administration

Public Agency Service

learning and pedagogy

Teaching and Learning [image: image45.png]



library science

Teaching and Learning [image: image46.png]



mathematics and statistics

Mathematics and Statistics [image: image47.png]



Navajo 

Modern Languages [image: image48.png]



news editorial

Journalism [image: image49.png]



organizational communication 

Speech Communication [image: image50.png]



parks and recreation management

Geography, Planning, and Recreation [image: image51.png]



philosophy 

Philosophy [image: image52.png]



psychology 

Psychology [image: image53.png]



public agency service

Public Agency Service [image: image54.png]



sociology 

Sociology [image: image55.png]



speech communication

Speech Communication [image: image56.png]



women’s studies

Women's Studies [image: image57.png]
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8. For undergraduate plans, will this requirement be a student individualized plan*? xx  FORMCHECKBOX 
  no      FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes

    *A Student Individualized Plan is an academic requirement that varies by student, such as the 15-unit BAiLS focus, for which 
     coursework requirements are established by the student in consultation with the advisor. 

    If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for providing complete 
    information about each student’s individual requirements for the degree audit system.

9.  For undergraduate plans, will a milestone** be used to:

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    a.  verify satisfactory completion of a non course requirement.    

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    b. indicate admission to a major.  

      xx FORMCHECKBOX 
    c. will not be used.

**A Milestone is used to record noncourse requirements, such as the HRM 800-hour work experience requirement or admission to Business Major status.
  If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for maintaining the 
  milestone and keeping individual student records up to date.

10.  Please list the Learning Outcomes of the Plan/Subplan (see degree major assessment webpage - 
       http://www4.nau.edu/assessment/main/degree/degree.htm).

 Effective oral communication and writing are the sine qua non of democratic engagement, productive community involvement, and successful employment. To show evidence of critical writing one must first obtain the abilities to construct sound arguments, assess evidence and data and show familiarity with a body of relevant knowledge. Significantly, showing competence in speech-performance requires mastery

of a similar skill set: rhetorical ability with argument, knowledge of which data is relevant, and capacity to reproduce ones scholarship for the interested audience. We work toward having our students equally competent at expressing complicated issues in writing and speech. Additionally, we use technology in various ways to improve writing skills and speech performance. With respect to writing skills, many of our writing classes are either on-line or are hybrid classes facilitating the multiple drafts we believe critical to

good writing. The use of video is prevalent in the feedback we give our Communication students. As the subcommittee and Council provide their analyses of our data, we will make sure to note any instructive features our use of technology illuminates.

11.  Justification for proposal.  Please indicate how past assessments of student learning prompted proposed changes.
       BIS was formulated out of BAiLS as a result of a program review process.  BIS was approved last year by UCC. Since approval of the program the BAiLS/BAS Council has continued review of the catalog copy and current practices.  The following changes have been proposed:

Change 1:  BIS has both an Arts and Sciences component.  There is a slight various in the number of units necessary of each degree.  Change 1 more clearly illustrates these differences.

Change 2: This a clerical change – Ethnical (sic) is changed to Ethical in the description of the components of the Focus Area.

Change 3:  Based on a review of the program requirements, expected learning outcomes and similar experience with the BAiLS program, we propose that at least 9 units of credit in the focus be taken at NAU and that 6 of those units be upper-division.  It has been our experience that students can satisfy this requirement by taking too many unidentified courses at a community college, leaving too many credits in the program at NAU as general electives.

Change 4:  This change better describes the requirements that we believe are necessary for computer literacy.  This language formalizes past practices.

Change 5: Puts a sunset date on the computer literacy courses.  We don’t believe that currency in computer literacy can be demonstrated by having on record course(s) more than 10 years old.

Change 6: This area of the program as been under considerable change in recent years.  After reviewing our expected learning outcomes, it was felt that a balance between performance- and theory-based courses in Speech Communication would better serve our students.  The requirement that at least 3 units of credit be upper division, which is most likely to be taken at NAU is part of the assessment process.

Change 7: This change involves the addition of BIO 301 and 302 to the science requirement in the B.S. portion of the degree.  These courses were created specifically for this degree plan.  The addition of the courses provides a better opportunity for students to be exposed to issues and discussion related to science; thus, providing a greater diversity of courses.

Adding and Dropping of Emphasis Areas

We are Adding an Emphasis in Fire Science Administration

We are Dropping the Emphases in environmental communication, library science, Mathematics and Statistics, news editorial, and philosophy.  These emphases are all being dropped as the result of low or no enrollment in the past 3-4 years.

12.  If this academic plan/subplan will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements 
        be satisfied?

        No

13.  Will this academic plan/subplan affect other majors, liberal studies course offerings, plans/subplans, curricula, or enrollment at NAU?  
       If so, attach supporting documentation from the affected departments/units and college dean.

       Department Chairs in the emphasis areas proposed for discontinuation have been contact via email.  They were asked to respond to us if they opposed our decision to drop the emphasis area.  None have responded.

14.  Will present library holdings support this academic plan/subplan?

        yes

Certifications

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Department Chair/ Unit Head (if appropriate)
 
                                                                               Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chair of college curriculum committee
                                                                                                                   Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dean of college


                                                                                                                   Date

For committee use only

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For University Curriculum Committee
                                                                                                                   Date

Action taken:                __________approved as submitted                 __________approved as modified                 

Note: Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to the college dean, department chair, and Academic Information Office after approval.
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