University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for New Course
	1.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
         No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	      If yes, route completed form to Liberal Studies.
	

	
	

	2. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2008, Summer 2008)
	 Fall 2007    

	      See effective dates schedule.

	

	3. College
	Engineering and Natural Science
	                        4. Academic Unit
	Department of Biological Sciences

	

	5. Course subject/catalog number
	BIO 301
	                             6. Units
	3

	

	7. Co-convened with
	     
	
	7a. Date approved by UGC
	     

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented.)



	8. Cross-listed with
	     

	     (Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.)


	9. Long course title
	Science, Religion & Reality

	    (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	10. Short course title (max. 30 characters including spaces)
	Science, Religion & Reality

	

	11. Catalog course description (max. 30 words, excluding requisites).

       Important topics in today’s world showing significant differences of opinion or beliefs contrasting with scientific evidence or contemporary practice, such as life's origin, beginning of an individual, sexual orientation, death.


	12. Grading option:         Letter grade
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	   Pass/Fail
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  or Both
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	     (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	13.  Is this a topics course?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	14. May course be repeated for additional units? 
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	      a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	     
	

	      b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term? (ex. PES 100)
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	      no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	15.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	                        Lecture w/0 unit embedded lab    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lecture only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lab only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	                        Seminar  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Field Studies   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Independent Study    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Activity      FORMCHECKBOX 
        
	      Supervision   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	

	

	16. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	Junior Level Standing

	

	17. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	     

	18. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (If course has pre or co requisite, skip to question 19): 

	

	
	instructor consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	department consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no consent   FORMCHECKBOX 



	19. Is the course needed for a plan of study (major, minor, certificate)?              yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	           no         
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	             Name of new plan?   
	Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies

	            Note:  A new plan or plan change form must be submitted with this request.

	

	20. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?     yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                           

	     

	     

	     

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department whose course is listed above.

	

	21. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units, or enrollment?                yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	         no                                       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	22. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?    yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	        no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	     
	

	23. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved 
      university format). 
      Issues, such as when individual life begins or ends, sexual orientation, genetic engineering, population migration, new diseases, etc., are clashing with opinions or beliefs while we try to make decisions about the future. This course will apply scientific process and scientific evidence to making an informed judgment about these issues as a model approach to dealing with our uncertain future. It appears that the general public could benefit from practicing making decisions based on data obtained through a reliable process.

	

	24. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	William Gaud, Stefan Sommer
	

	

	25. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied?      

	

	26. Will present library holdings support this course?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	            no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	If the course being submitted for approval is NOT a LIBERAL STUDIES course, please go to step 42.
                                                        LIBERAL STUDIES ONLY
Contact name:  William Gaud                                   Contact email:  William.Gaud@nau.edu
Dept. Chair name:  Maribeth Watwood                    Dept. Chair email: Maribeth.Watwood@nau.edu
College Contact name : Barry Lutz                            College Contact email: Barry.Lutz@nau.edu
27.  This course is a      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Single section                            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Multi-section

28.  List names of faculty who may teach this course:  William Gaud
29.  Section enrollment cap:  999
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new LIBERAL STUDIES course, please complete questions 30-33.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING course, please complete questions 37-38.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new SENIOR CAPSTONE course, please complete questions 39-41.

NEW LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE
30.  Thematic Focus (check all that apply):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Environmental Consciousness   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Technology and Its Impact   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience   FORMCHECKBOX 

31.  Distribution Block  (check one):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Cultural Understanding   FORMCHECKBOX 
              Lab Science   FORMCHECKBOX 

       Science/Applied Science   FORMCHECKBOX 
            Social and Political Worlds   FORMCHECKBOX 

32. Skills (check two):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
     Creative Thinking   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Critical Reading   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Oral Communication   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Writing   FORMCHECKBOX 

     Critical Thinking  FORMCHECKBOX 

     Ethical Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Quantitative/Spatial Analysis   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Scientific Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Use of Technology   FORMCHECKBOX 

33.  Is this a topics course?    Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
          No    FORMCHECKBOX 

     If YES, please complete questions 34-36.     If NO, please go to question 42.

TOPICS COURSE ONLY
34.  Identify the Student Learning Outcomes that will be found in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.       
35.  Explain by what method(s) Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.      
            
36.  Please attach an example of a Topic Syllabus offered under this course number.

GO TO question 42


NEW JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING COURSE (refer to question 19)
37.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?             


38.  Do you intend to offer ABC 300 and ABC 300W?   yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
         no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 300.

GO TO question 42
NEW SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE (refer to question 19)
39.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?       
40.  Does this proposal replace or modify an existing course or experience?  yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        no  FORMCHECKBOX 

       If yes, which course(s)?       
41.  Do you intend to offer ABC 400 and ABC 400C?   yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
       no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 400.
	42. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	


	For Committees use only

	

	For Liberal Studies Committee                                                                                                                                     Date


	

	Action taken:

	                          _____________________    Approved as submitted                                                   ___________________________  Approved as modified

	


	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date


	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified


Syllabus

College: College of Engineering and Natural Sciences

Department: Department of Biological Sciences

Course:BIO 301 Science, Religion, and Reality

Semester: Fall 2007

Credit: 3 credit hours online as a web course

Instructor: William S Gaud

Office: 20-203

Office Hours: email or call 928-523-7516

Course Prerequisites: Junior level standing.

Course Description: An examination of some of the important topics in today’s world in which there are significant differences of opinion, contrasting beliefs from various cultures with scientific evidence with contemporary practice. Topics may include: the origin of life and creation, when the life of an individual begins, the afterlife, sexual orientation, heavenly bodies, the age of the earth.

Thematic Focus: The three themes of Environmental Consciousness, Technology and Its Impact, and Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience will be addressed and assessed.

Distribution Block: Science/Applied Science

Essential Skills: Critical Thinking, Effective Writing, Critical Reading, Ethical Reasoning and Scientific Inquiry.

Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course: 

· Articulate clearly and succinctly in writing a belief about a topic (valuing the diversity of human experience, critical reading, critical thinking, effective writing).

· Describe and explain the scientific method (environmental consciousness, critical thinking, effective writing).

· Locate, evaluate, and report scientific evidence relevant to the topic and belief about it (environmental consciousness, technology and its impact, valuing the diversity of the human experience, critical reading, critical thinking, effective writing).

· Describe historical and current practices relevant to the topic (environmental consciousness, valuing the diversity of human experience, critical thinking, critical reading, effective writing).

· Critically compare practices with the belief and with the scientific evidence (environmental consciousness, technology and its impact, valuing the diversity of human experience, critical thinking, critical reading, effective writing, ethical reasoning and scientific inquiry).

Course structure/approach: There will be one topic for each of the 15 weeks of the semester. Each topic will be discussed briefly on a web page under the headings: Observation, Religion, Reality, and Summary. For each topic (each week), students will be expected to respond in a substantive way to a statement placed on the discussion board, to write short essays in an assignment, and take a multiple choice quiz. In addition, students will be placed arbitrarily in groups of three to pick a topic that is not among the 15 and present their own treatment of it in a format consistent with that of the 15 class topics.

Textbook and required materials: There will be no textbook, but readings will be placed on e-reserve and links to web resources will be embedded in the course content pages. Students will be required to have reliable access to the internet, both to access the course and to search for web resources.

Recommended optional materials/references

1. Searchable Bible Online
2. Qur'an
3. Torah; The Basics of Judaism
4. The Tao
5. An Introduction to Buddhism
6. Hindu; A Hindu Creation Story
Course outline:

1. Spontaneous Generation: Hypothesis, Experiment, Data 

2. Heavenly Bodies: Measurement and calibration; technology 

3. Cows, Sheep, Wheat, and Corn: Lessons of agriculture; selecting the best. 

4. Treasures of the Grand Canyon: Time and process 

5. Population, Mortality, and the Quality of Life: Competing values 

6. Gametes, Zygotes, and Independent Life: Life's potential 

7. Sexual Orientation: How many sexes are there? 

8. Next to God: All are equal, but some are more equal. 

9. From Dust to Dust: Ultimate fate. 

10. Plagues: Action and reaction. 

11. Languages: Forms of communication. 

12. War and peace: The old testament; crusades; modern islam. 

13. Biogeography: Preservation of species in different places on earth. 

14. Genealogy and Oxygen Transport: Solutions to common challenges 

15. Evolution: Species come and go.

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

· Methods of Assessment: For each topic (each week), students will be expected to respond in a substantive way to a statement placed on the discussion board, to write short essays in an assignment, and take a multiple choice quiz. In addition, students will be placed arbitrarily in groups of three to pick a topic that is not among the 15 and present their own treatment of it in a format consistent with that of the 15 class topics.

· Timeline for Assessment: There will be a discussion item, an assignment, and a quiz each week. The group work will occur in the second half of the semester.

Course policy

· Retests/makeup tests: Each online test will be open for approximately 3 days. There will be no makeup tests except in extraordinary cases.

· Attendance will be taken indirectly by response to the discussion item and the submission of the weekly assignment and the weekly quiz.

Statement on plagiarism and cheating: Cheating is dishonest and unethical. Students found cheating will be subject to University discipline, but at the minimum will leave this course with an F. 

Remember, each assignment must be your own work. Even though you may talk to others and discuss a topic with others, you are required to complete the assignment itself on your own. Do not compare completed assignments with each other until after all of you have submitted them. Assignments that are so similar as to leave the instructor no doubt that you collaborated with each other will be considered cheating. It is not worth the risk to compare results before you submit them. 

An original author deserves credit for the work the author did. To fail to properly acknowledge another's work and, thus, represent that work as your own is plagiarism. That is why you must cite the reference(s) you use in preparing your assignments. Be sure to give proper credit to the sources of information you use in writing your assignments.

University Policies: At this web site.

Grading Scale

A: 90.0-100.0%

B: 80.0-89.9%

C: 70.0-79.9%

D: 60.0-69.9%

F: <60.0%

-------- Original Message -------- 

	Subject: 
	FWD: BIO 301 - Science, Religion, and Reality

	Date: 
	Wed, 20 Dec 2006 15:59:45 -0700

	From: 
	jbd8 <Jeffrey.Downard@NAU.EDU>

	To: 
	Barry.Lutz@NAU.EDU

	CC: 
	Bill.Gaud@NAU.EDU


Barry Lutz,

I have reviewed an early draft of a syllabus for BIO 301, an online course 

proposed by Bill Gaud and Arne Hassing.  As best as I am able to determine 

from the syllabus, there does not appear to be significant overlap with the 

courses that we offer.  The course does raise questions in the philosophy of 

science and epistemology, but the overlap is not significant.

If the course is proposed for liberal studies credit, then I would suggest 

making both the reading and writing assignments more rigorous.  If suggestions 

are needed along these lines, I would be happy to add my 2 cents worth.

Yours,

Jeff Downard

Chair, Department of Philosophy

Box 6011

Northern Arizona University

Flagstaff, AZ  86011

(928) 523-8354
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