University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for new Academic Plan, Plan change, or Plan Deletion

	1.  College
	BIS/BAS
	          2.  Academic Unit
	BIS

	

	3. Academic  
    Plan Name
	 Degree Completion Plan
	              4.  Subplan (if applicable)?
	Emphasis Humanities and Emphasis in Public Agency Service

	
	
	

	5.  Effective Date                 
	FALL        FORMDROPDOWN 

	

	6. Is this proposal for a :  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Plan
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Deletion

	(Please refer to Plan and Subplan   definitions)
	Xx New Sub plan
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Deletion



	For Plan Changes, place the existing catalog text in this column. Please copy and paste the text directly from the current on line academic catalog: (http://www4.nau.edu/aio/AcademicCatalog/academiccatalogs.htm)

  Be sure you include all catalog text that pertains to this plan change

For New Plans, leave this column blank.
     

	Show the proposed changes in this column.  Please BOLD the changes, to differentiate from what is not changing.

(Describe the changed requirements under headings that match those used in the left column.  Please be aware that if the units are not totaled correctly, the catalog editor will adjust them accordingly.)

Bachelors Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies

B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies – Degree Completion with an Emphasis in Humanities or Public Management

B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies  -- Degree Completion with an Emphasis in Humanities or Public Management

 

 

BIS Director
Larry A. Gould  

Undergraduate Introduction  

You may pursue the following academic plan in interdisciplinary studies:  

· bachelor of arts in interdisciplinary studies (extended major)

· bachelor of science in interdisciplinary studies (extended major)

NAU’s flexible, B.A. and B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies (BIS) offers you an opportunity to design a plan of studies, in consultation with an advisor, to meet your individual educational needs. You may choose either of these degrees if you plan to enter an occupation that requires a broad general education, if you are seeking career advancement or personal intellectual enrichment, if you are considering a preprofessional plan.

We also offer this degree as part of NAU’s distance education [image: image1.png]


program; however, not all emphasis areas are available through distance education.

 

We designed this degree to broaden your background, but not to substitute for a degree that meets specific professional or occupational needs. If you are preparing for an occupation where entry is governed by licensure and/or professional certification, you should seek admission to the appropriate degree plan.  

 

Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies  (extended major)  

To earn the B.A. in BIS degree in interdisciplinary studies, you must complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:

  

· to avoid any deficiencies or risk having to take more than 120 hours of credit to complete this degree a completed community college degree AND an AGEC from a regionally accredited community college in Arizona are highly recommended 

· students with a completed associates degree and an AGEC will not have to complete the 35 units of liberal studies requirements; however, students without an AGEC certification will need to meet the NAU liberal studies requirements.[image: image2.png]


 

· students may transfer up to a maximum of 90 hours of community college and/or university credit from regionally accredited institutions of higher education

· students must complete at least 30 upper-division units in a specifically designed program of study at NAU

· student must complete an overall total of at least 120 units  

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)  

    

Please note that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in U.S. ethnic diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may also be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

 

The B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies requires that you must take at least 30 units of upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above).

 

Liberal Studies (General Education) Requirements  

If you have earned an AGEC Certification from a regionally accredited community college in Arizona, then you have satisfied the NAU Liberal Studies requirement for this degree.  Students having not earned an AGEC must complete all Liberal Studies requirements before graduation.
Requirements  for Bachelor of Arts

You must complete 30 upper-division units at NAU for this major.

Please note that you must have a grade of C or better in all courses used in the Emphasis Area.  Further note that all course work in the Emphasis Areas must be upper-division and from NAU.  Substitutions and use of credit from another institution are not allowed in the Emphasis.

Emphasis  

You must select one of the two following Emphases to complete this degree.

Humanities Emphasis

You must take 30 units from NAU as described below:

You must take 6 units from:

HUM 345W

HUM 475C

Select 15 units from the following:

HUM 370

HUM 371

HUM 373

HUM 375

HUM 376

HUM 381 or HUM 362

HUM 395

If the Global and/or U.S. Ethnic requirements have not already been met, you must select HUM 362 or HUM 381 from the above, both which meet the Global Diversity requirement and/or HUM 375, which meets the U.S. Ethnic Diversity requirement.

Finally, select 9 additional units from:

ENG 305W

BIO 301 or 302

SC 361 or SC 424

Public Management Emphasis

You must take 30 units from NAU as described below:

You must take 6 units from:

ENG 302W or ENG 305W

PAS/POS 421C

You must also select following 15 units from the following:

PAS 326

PAS 355

PAS 411

PAS 415 or SC 477

PAS 450

Finally, you must select 9 units from the following:

ANT 350 (G)

ANT 306 (E)

PAS 356 

PAS 310

PAS 401

POS 355

SOC 333

If the Global and/or U.S. Ethnic Diversity requirements have not already been met you must select ANT 350 from the above, which meets the Global Diversity requirement and/or ANT 306, which meets the Ethnic Diversity requirement.

Focus, Minor, or Certificate Requirements

Focus

Students graduating from a regionally accredited community college in Arizona will be credited with having completed a focus area; however, the focus area will not be noted on the student’s transcripts.
Minors and/or Certificates are not allowed in the program.

Communication Skills Requirements

Included in the credit transferred as part of the completed community college degree you must have:

· 3 units in computer literacy – This coursework must help you to understand in general the technical components of computers and information systems, the role of computers in modern society, how to solve problems using information systems technology, word processing, spreadsheet use, data base management and how to use the World Wide Web and common software productivity tools.  This course must have been taken within 10 years of admittance to NAU.
· 6 units of oral communication courses, with three units being performance-based and 3 units being theory-based.

· four courses (12-16 units) in a modern language other than English, selected from the same language

Requirements for Bachelor of Science

To earn the B.S. in BIS degree, you must complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:  

 

· to avoid any deficiencies or risk having to take more than 120 hours of credit to complete this degree a completed community college degree AND an AGEC from a regionally accredited community college in Arizona are highly recommended 

· students with a completed associates degree and an AGEC will not have to complete the 35 units of liberal studies requirements; however, students without an AGEC certification will need to meet the NAU liberal studies requirements.[image: image3.png]


 

· Students may transfer up to a maximum of 90 hours of community college and/or university credit from regionally accredited institutions of higher education

· Students must complete at least 30 upper-division units in a specifically designed program of study at NAU

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)  

    

Please note that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in U.S. Ethnic Diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may also be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

 

The B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies requires that you must take at least 30 units of upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above). 

Additionally, please note that you may be able to use some courses to meet more than one requirement; however, you must still meet the total of at least 120 units to graduate. Contact your advisor for details.  

 

Finally, please note that the requirements for any particular BIS plan will be more specific than the general academic description given here. See the specific academic area in this catalog, which are listed at the end of this section, for the BIS plan you are interested in.

Liberal Studies (General Education) Requirements  

 If you have earned an AGEC Certification from a regionally accredited community college in Arizona, then you have satisfied the NAU Liberal Studies requirement for this degree.  Students having not earned an AGEC must complete all Liberal Studies requirements before graduation.
Emphasis  

You must select one of the two following Emphases to complete this degree.

Humanities Emphasis

You must take 30 units from NAU as described below:

You must take these 6 units:

HUM 345W

HUM 475C

Select 15 units from the following:

HUM 370

HUM 371

HUM 373

HUM 375

HUM 376

HUM 381 or HUM 362

HUM 395

If the Global and/or U.S. Ethnic Diversity requirements have not already been met, you must select HUM 362 or HUM 381 from the above, each of which meets the Global Diversity requirement and/or HUM 375, which meets the U.S. Ethnic Diversity requirement.

9 additional units are required from:

ENG 305W

BIO 301 or 302

SC 361 or SC 424

Public Management Emphasis

You must take 30 units from NAU as described below:

You must take 6 units from:

ENG 302W or ENG 305W

PAS/POS 421C

Must also take at least 15 units from the following:

PAS 326

PAS 355

PAS 411

PAS 415 or SC 477

PAS 450

Finally, you must select 9 units from the following:

ANT 350 (G)

ANT 306 (E)

PAS 356 

PAS 310

PAS 401

POS 355

SOC 333

If the Global and/or U.S. Ethnic Diversity requirements have not already been met you must select ANT 350 from the above, which meets the Global Diversity requirement and/or ANT 306, which meets the U.S. Ethnic Diversity requirement.

Focus, Minor, or Certificate Requirements

Focus

Students graduating from a regionally accredited community college in Arizona will be credited with having completed a focus area; however, the focus area will not be noted on the student’s transcripts.
Minors and/or Certificates are not allowed in the program.

Communication Skills Requirements

Included in the credit transferred as part of the completed community college degree you must have:

· 6 units in computer literacy – This coursework must help you to understand in general the technical components of computers and information systems, the role of computers in modern society, how to solve problems using information systems technology, word processing, spreadsheet use, data base management and how to use the World Wide Web and common software productivity tools.  This course must have been taken within 10 years of admittance to NAU.
· 6 units of oral communication courses, with three units being performance-based and 3 units being theory-based.

· 12 units of science courses drawn from the following ANT 101 102, or 104; PSY 230 or equivalent; MAT 114, STA 270 or equivalent; or courses with Biology, physics, astronomy, mathematics, geology, chemistry prefixes.



8. For undergraduate plans, will this requirement be a student individualized plan*?  xx FORMCHECKBOX 
  no      FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes

    *A Student Individualized Plan is an academic requirement that varies by student, such as the 15-unit BAiLS focus, for which 
     coursework requirements are established by the student in consultation with the advisor. 

    If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for providing complete 
    information about each student’s individual requirements for the degree audit system.

9.  For undergraduate plans, will a milestone** be used to:

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    a.  verify satisfactory completion of a non course requirement.    

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    b. indicate admission to a major.  

       FORMCHECKBOX 
XX    c. will not be used.

**A Milestone is used to record noncourse requirements, such as the HRM 800-hour work experience requirement or admission to Business Major status.
  If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for maintaining the 
  milestone and keeping individual student records up to date.

10.  Please list the Learning Outcomes of the Plan/Subplan (see degree major assessment webpage - 
       http://www4.nau.edu/assessment/main/degree/degree.htm).

 Effective oral communication and writing are the sine qua non of democratic engagement, productive community involvement, and successful employment. To show evidence of critical writing one must first obtain the abilities to construct sound arguments, assess evidence and data and show familiarity with a body of relevant knowledge. Significantly, showing competence in speech-performance requires mastery

of a similar skill set: rhetorical ability with argument, knowledge of which data is relevant, and capacity to reproduce ones scholarship for the interested audience. We work toward having our students equally competent at expressing complicated issues in writing and speech. Additionally, we use technology in various ways to improve writing skills and speech performance. With respect to writing skills, many of our writing classes are either on-line or are hybrid classes facilitating the multiple drafts we believe critical to good writing. The use of video is prevalent in the feedback we give our Communication students. 
11.  Justification for proposal.  Please indicate how past assessments of student learning prompted proposed changes.
 This proposal is a direct attempt at addressing the increasing prevalence of out of state institutions coming to Arizona to deliver degrees in conjunction with local community colleges, at the expense of students transferring to NAU.  This proposal is similar to the degree plans offered by other accredited universities in that we would accept 90 hours of community college credit toward a bachelor’s degree at NAU.  This program is different in many ways.  The first is that it is highly structured and makes no offer of expanding beyond its current limits.  Second, the program offers two significantly different content areas, either of which allows for substantive contact or immersion.  Third, we highly recommend that students coming from the community college already have a completed associates degree and an AGEC to avoid deficiencies.  Fourth, we are clear that without the AGEC we make no guarantee of completion within 120 hours.

Currently community college students are limited to the transfer of 64 units to NAU.  This does not necessarily mean that when they transfer to NAU they then take 56 hours of credit at NAU toward their degree.  In fact, a reasonably large number of students transfer 90 hours of credit to NAU by using a combination of community college credit and credit taken at other universities (often times lower division credit).   For many students interested in such a degree, this one formalizes a process that is already in place.

12.  If this academic plan/subplan will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements 
        be satisfied?

        None at this time, but DLS continues to offer support for any additional requirements that might be needed in the future.

13.  Will this academic plan/subplan affect other majors, liberal studies course offerings, plans/subplans, curricula, or enrollment at NAU?  
       If so, attach supporting documentation from the affected departments/units and college dean.

       No

14.  Will present library holdings support this academic plan/subplan?

        Yes

Certifications

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Department Chair/ Unit Head (if appropriate)
 
                                                                               Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chair of college curriculum committee
                                                                                                                   Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dean of college


                                                                                                                   Date

For committee use only

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For University Curriculum Committee
                                                                                                                   Date

Action taken:                __________approved as submitted                 __________approved as modified                 

Note: Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to the college dean, department chair, and Academic Information Office after approval.
From: gioia woods <Gioia.Woods@NAU.EDU> 
Date: February 7, 2007 1:50:33 PM MST 
To: larry.gould@NAU.EDU, patrick.deegan@NAU.EDU 
Cc: alison.brown@NAU.EDU 
Subject: BIS 

Larry and Patrick, 

The Humanities program is pleased to support the proposal for the Bachelors Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies. We fully approve of the Humanities emphasis and feel confident our rigorous, well designed courses meet the anticipated student needs of general education, career advancement, and personal enrichment. 

Sincerely, 

Gioia Woods 
Area Coordinator, Humanities 


Gioia Woods, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Humanities 
Humanities, Arts & Religion 
Box 6031 
Northern Arizona University 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 
928-513-8168
7.
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