University Curriculum Committee
Proposal for new Academic Plan, Plan change, or Plan Deletion

	1.  College
	Consortium of Professional Schools     
	          2.  Academic Unit
	School of Forestry     

	

	3. Academic  
    Plan Name
	Forestry B.S.     
	              4.  Subplan (if applicable)?
	Wildland Fire Focus Area     

	
	
	

	5.  Effective Date                 
	FALL        FORMDROPDOWN 

	

	6. Is this proposal for a :  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Plan
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Deletion

	(Please refer to Plan and Subplan   definitions)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Subplan
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Deletion



	For Plan Changes, place the existing catalog text in this column. Please copy and paste the text directly from the current on line academic catalog: (http://www4.nau.edu/aio/AcademicCatalog/academiccatalogs.htm)

  Be sure you include all catalog text that pertains to this plan change

For New Plans, leave this column blank.
     

	Show the proposed changes in this column.  Please BOLD the changes, to differentiate from what is not changing.

(Describe the changed requirements under headings that match those used in the left column.  Please be aware that if the units are not totaled correctly, the catalog editor will adjust them accordingly.)

WILDLAND FIRE FOCUS:

FOR 251; FOR 351; FOR 451

One additional 3 unit course from FOR 230, 240, 282, 370, 382, 415, 443, 447, 452, 454, 453, 465, 479, BIO 479, 478, ENV 440, 495, or GGR 239.

Note: FOR 443 is not yet approved.  A proposal has been submitted to the UCC for this new course.     


8. For undergraduate plans, will this requirement be a student individualized plan*?   FORMCHECKBOX 
  no      FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes

    *A Student Individualized Plan is an academic requirement that varies by student, such as the 15-unit BAiLS focus, for which 
     coursework requirements are established by the student in consultation with the advisor. 

    If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for providing complete 
    information about each student’s individual requirements for the degree audit system.

9.  For undergraduate plans, will a milestone** be used to:

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    a.  verify satisfactory completion of a non course requirement.    

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    b. indicate admission to a major.  

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    c. will not be used.
**A Milestone is used to record noncourse requirements, such as the HRM 800-hour work experience requirement or admission to Business Major status.
  If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for maintaining the 
  milestone and keeping individual student records up to date.

10.  Please list the Learning Outcomes of the Plan/Subplan (see degree major assessment webpage - 
       http://www4.nau.edu/assessment/main/degree/degree.htm).
              The current Forestry B.S. degree assessment plan (http://www4.nau.edu/assessment/main/degree/plans/BS%20Assessment%20Plan%202004.pdf) will be unaffected by this new focus area, since the assessment plan focuses on the “Plan” rather than the “Subplan” level.          
11.  Justification for proposal.  Please indicate how past assessments of student learning prompted proposed changes.
       This new 12-unit focus area addresses some of the forestry sub-disciplines of greatest relevance to forestry, especially as it is practiced in the western United States, namely wildland fire science, ecology, and management.  This is expected to very quickly become one of the most popular focus areas with the Forestry B.S. degree program, given the large amount of interest in wildland fire expressed by both current and prospective students.  Alumni surveys and informal contacts have shown that many of our School of Forestry alums have gone on to work in positions related to wildland fire ecology and management., including positions as varied as research scientists and managers of the Flagstaff Fire Department’s Fuel Management Program.  The addition of this new focus area is expected to meet an important need within the forestry profession and also to boost enrollment and retention within the School of Forestry.

Until recently, the School of Forestry did not have a sufficient number of faculty with expertise in this area to offer this focus area but, with the hiring of a fire ecologist last year (Dr. Andrea Thode), we now have what we believe is the critical mass of expertise needed.  In addition to hiring Dr. Thode, the School of Forestry has several other faculty with expertise in wildland fire, including Pete Fule, Wallace Covington and Margaret Moore.
12.  If this academic plan/subplan will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements 
        be satisfied?

        The last faculty member needed to offer this focus area was hired last year (Dr. Andrea Thode).  There are no anticipated needs for additional space or equipment, since classroom space in the Southwest Forest Science Complex is adequate and much of the equipment that would be used for this program is already available.  While the new courses do not call for an immediate investment in new equipment, it is envisioned that there may be some additional needs over time as the enrollment grows; these needs should be able to be met from the School of Forestry’s annual operational budget, although the faculty will also be encouraged to seek additional sources of funding and/or donations of equipment.     
13.  Will this academic plan/subplan affect other majors, liberal studies course offerings, plans/subplans, curricula, or enrollment at NAU?  No.
       If so, attach supporting documentation from the affected departments/units and college dean.
            
14.  Will present library holdings support this academic plan/subplan?

        Yes.     
Certifications

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Department Chair/ Unit Head (if appropriate)
 
                                                                               Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chair of college curriculum committee
                                                                                                                   Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dean of college


                                                                                                                   Date
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For University Curriculum Committee
                                                                                                                   Date

Action taken:                __________approved as submitted                 __________approved as modified                 

Note: Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to the college dean, department chair, and Academic Information Office after approval.
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