University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for New Course
	1.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
         No X

	      If yes, route completed form to Liberal Studies.
	

	
	

	2. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2008, Summer 2008)
	Fall 2007

	      See effective dates schedule.

	

	3. College
	Social & Behavioral Sciences
	                        4. Academic Unit
	School of Communication

	

	5. Course subject/catalog number
	JLS 340W
	                             6. Units
	3

	

	7. Co-convened with
	     
	
	6a. Date approved by UGC
	     

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented)



	8. Cross-listed with
	     

	     (Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.)


	9. Long course title
	Science Writing

	    (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	10. Short course title (max. 30 characters including spaces)
	Science Writing

	

	11. Catalog course description (max. 30 words, excluding requisites).

Explores skills needed in writing about science for a general audience, including assessing newsworthiness, dealing with jargon and controversy, and conveying the excitement of discovery.


	12. Grading option:         Letter grade
	X
	   Pass/Fail
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  or Both
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	     (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	13.  Is this a topics course?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No X

	

	14. May course be repeated for additional units? 
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  no
	X
	

	      a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	     
	

	      b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term? (ex. PES 100)
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	      no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	          i.  If yes, max units/term         
	

	
	

	15.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	       a.   Lecture w/(1) unit embedded lab     Yes: X
	Lecture only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lab only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	                        Seminar  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Field Studies   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Independent Study    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Activity      FORMCHECKBOX 
        
	      Supervision   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	

	       b.  In addition to the above, it will also be taught:   Web    FORMCHECKBOX 
            ITV    FORMCHECKBOX 
          Hybrid web  FORMCHECKBOX 
       Hybrid ITV   FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	16. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	JLS 131; junior-level standing

	

	17. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	     

	18. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (check one): 

	

	
	instructor consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	department consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no consent   FORMCHECKBOX 



	19. Is the course needed for a plan of study (major, minor, certificate)?              yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	           no         
	X
	

	             Name of new plan?   
	     

	            Note:  A new plan or plan change form must be submitted with this request.

	

	20. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?     yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	X

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                           

	     

	     

	     

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department whose course is listed above.

	

	21. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units, or enrollment?                yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	         no                                       
	X

	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	22. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?    yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	X
	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	        no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	     
	

	23. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved 
      university format). 
Clear and cogent writing about science is a skill of increasing importance among journalists and other professional communicators. This class will teach those skills by showing students how to assess the news value of science stories; deal with jargon, complex technologies, and controversy; interview and profile working scientists; and craft compelling writings that convey innovation, discovery, and excitement. The class will comprise both lecture and in-class writing lab segments; it will also include a writing workshop in the final weeks, during which students will comment on one another’s work. For this reason, the class will fulfill the junior-level writing requirement. Each Science Writing student will also be required to interview and profile a working scientist; as a result, the class should help facilitate contacts between the School of Communication and science-based departments on campus.


	

	24. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Peter Friederici, Asst. Professor,  Lea Parker, Professor, Journalism
	

	

	25. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied? n/a     

	

	26. Will present library holdings support this course?   yes
	X
	            no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	If the course being submitted for approval is NOT a LIBERAL STUDIES course, please go to step 42.

                                                        LIBERAL STUDIES ONLY
Contact name:                                                        Contact email:       
Dept. Chair name:                                                  Dept. Chair email:      
College Contact name :                                           College Contact email:      
27.  This course is a      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Single section                            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Multi-section

28.  List names of faculty who may teach this course:       
29.  Section enrollment cap:       
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new LIBERAL STUDIES course, please complete questions 30-33.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING course, please complete questions 37-38.

OR

If this course is being submitted for approval as a new SENIOR CAPSTONE course, please complete questions 39-41.

NEW LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE
30.  Thematic Focus (check all that apply):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Environmental Consciousness   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Technology and Its Impact   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience   FORMCHECKBOX 

31.  Distribution Block  (check one):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Cultural Understanding   FORMCHECKBOX 
              Lab Science   FORMCHECKBOX 

       Science/Applied Science   FORMCHECKBOX 
            Social and Political Worlds   FORMCHECKBOX 

32. Skills (check two):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
     Creative Thinking   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Critical Reading   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Oral Communication   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Writing   FORMCHECKBOX 

     Critical Thinking  FORMCHECKBOX 

     Ethical Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Quantitative/Spatial Analysis   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Scientific Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Use of Technology   FORMCHECKBOX 

33.  Is this a topics course?    Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
          No    FORMCHECKBOX 

     If YES, please complete questions 34-36.     If NO, please go to question 42.

TOPICS COURSE ONLY
34.  Identify the Student Learning Outcomes that will be found in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.       
35.  Explain by what method(s) Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.      
            
36.  Please attach an example of a Topic Syllabus offered under this course number.

GO TO question 42


NEW JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING COURSE (refer to question 19)
37.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?
Journalism: News Editorial Focus

Journalism: Environmental Communication Focus    


38.  Do you intend to offer ABC 300 and ABC 300W?   yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
         no X
          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 300.

GO TO question 42

NEW SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE (refer to question 19)
39.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?       
40.  Does this proposal replace or modify an existing course or experience?  yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        no  FORMCHECKBOX 

       If yes, which course(s)?       
41.  Do you intend to offer ABC 400 and ABC 400C?   yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
       no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 400.
	42. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	


	For Committees use only

	

	For Liberal Studies Committee                                                                                                                                     Date


	

	Action taken:

	                          _____________________    Approved as submitted                                                   ___________________________  Approved as modified

	


	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date


	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified


JLS 340W: Science Writing

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences

School of Communication

Department of Journalism

3 Credit Hours

Draft Syllabus

Contact Information

Instructor: Assistant Professor Peter Friederici

Office: School of Communication 321

Phone: 928-523-6378

E-mail: Peter.Friederici@nau.edu

Class meeting time: TC

Office hours: TC

Overview

In this class you will learn the basics of writing about science for a general audience. You will learn how to track down a story and how to explain complex technologies and discoveries to a lay audience. You will learn how to deal with both jargon and controversy, and how to tease out what aspects of scientific investigation and innovation are of greatest relevance to readers’ lives. Above all, you will learn to craft compelling stories that relate the excitement of scientific discovery.

Expectations and Assessment

I expect full participation of students in this class. I expect participants to be self-starters who can locate their own reading material (in the case of the supplementary science article assignments); show initiative in finding a working scientist and current issue in science to use as story topics; craft readable prose on deadline; contribute to in-class discussions; and critique the writings of other students in the class. Grades will be based largely, though not entirely, on writing assignments, and I expect those writings to reflect and respect the values of both journalism and science. In other words, I expect prose that is readable and interesting while maintaining the high standard of accuracy that is critical in science – and, for that matter, in good reporting.

Prerequisites

Students majoring in journalism and related fields in the School of Communication must have completed JLS 131 and be at the junior level in order to enroll in this class. Students majoring in other fields should have junior-level standing and substantial writing experience.

Readings

The following books are required:

· A Field Guide for Science Writers, by Deborah Blum, Mary Knudson, and Robin Marantz Henig, second edition (Oxford University Press, 2006)

· The Best American Science and Nature Writing 2006, edited by Brian Greene (Houghton Mifflin, 2006).

· Ideas into Words: Mastering the Craft of Science Writing, by Elise Hancock (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003)

You will also be required to read the following handouts, among others, which will be available either in hard copy form or on the class Vista site.

· “Dealing with the Press,” from The Chicago Guide to Communicating Science, by Scott L. Montgomery (University of Chicago Press, 2003)

· “Weird Science: Why editors must dare to be dumb,” by K. C. Cole, Columbia Journalism Review, July/August 2006

· “Everglades,” by Michael Grunwald, from Smithsonian
In addition, I expect you to keep a reading journal that will reflect your reading of at least two additional mass-media science pieces each week. They can be stories you like or dislike; in either event, please come to class prepared to present and discuss them. Good places to look for such stories include the following:

· The New York Times “Science Times” (published each Tuesday, and available either in printed form or at www.nytimes.com)

· Discover magazine (www.discover.com)

· Seed magazine (www.seedmagazine.com)
· Occasional stories in numerous other magazines, including Harper’s, the Atlantic, the New Yorker, Scientific American, Wired, National Geographic, and Smithsonian
If you like, you may substitute a radio or TV science story for one of the print stories each week.

Grading

This will be a writing-intensive class that requires you to participate by sharing your writings, commenting on fellow students’ work, and contributing to in-class discussions. Your grade will be based on:

· Your writing assignments (70%)

· Class participation, including critique of others’ writings (10%)

· Your reading journal (20%). I expect your reading journal to include the following elements for each science story you read:

· Date of publication

· Title

· Author

· Publication

· Analysis (a few sentences) that indicates what you like and don’t like about the piece.

You may keep your writing journal in handwritten form, or type its weekly entries into a single file; you will need to turn it in at the end of the semester. I expect the journal to include entries for all the stories assigned from the Best American anthology or handouts during the semester, as well as the two other stories you choose each week.

Writings

You will be required to hand in the following writing assignments:

· News item (3 pages, double-spaced; 750 to 1,000 words; 10% of total grade)

· Explanatory writing piece (4 pages, double-spaced; 1,000 to 1,200 words; 10% of total grade)

· Scientist profile (5 pages, double-spaced; 1,250 to 1,500 words; 20% of total grade)

· Feature story (8 to 10 pages, double-spaced; 2,000 to 2,500 words; 30% of total grade)

For each of these assignments, you will first hand in a draft version. I’ll expect you to create, after receiving comments from me and possibly from other students, a final polished version of each. This is a journalism class, and assignment deadlines will not be altered without a very good reason.
Grading Basis: Grades will be assigned as:
90–100% = A; 80–89% = B; 70–79% = C; 60–69% = D; less than 59% = F
Attendance
You are required to attend class regularly and participate in class discussions. In-class work missed due to absence cannot be made up unless you have an excuse authorized by the university. If you are involved in student activities that will take you away from campus during the semester, alert me to your absence beforehand so that arrangements can be made to make up work no later than the following week. This same rule applies to work missed with an institutional or medical excuse.

Originality of Work

All work for JLS 340W must be original and must be completed, by you, specifically for this class during this semester. No duplicate work (work previously done for other classes) will be accepted. Students turning in duplicate work will receive a zero for that assignment and will be subject to sanctions for cheating. Any case of cheating or plagiarism will result in a grade of zero for the assignment or test, or a lowering of the final grade by one letter grade, or both. It can result in failure of the class at the instructor’s discretion.

Validation

Once you are given back a graded assignment, it is your responsibility to keep that paper. If there is any question regarding your final grade, you will be asked to produce your papers for proof of submission and grade. Please keep a notebook or folder with all returned assignments.

Common Courtesies

We will maintain a professional atmosphere in the classroom. Please turn off all cell phones, pagers, beepers, etc. while in class; they may not be used in the classroom. For the sake of the computers, no snacks or drinks of any sort are allowed in the classroom. Computer monitors must be turned off unless we are using them for an in-class assignment.

Evacuation Note

In the event of an alarm, you must leave the building immediately by the nearest exit, and move away from the building. Do not use the elevators. Please help those who may need assistance in exiting.

Class Meetings and Assignments

Subject to change

Week 1

Topics

Science as inquiry; media writing as inquiry

Science in the media

Week 2

Topics

Brief history of science writing

Types of science writing: basic story structures

Scientist profiles: preparation

Readings

Field Guide: Chapters 1 and 2

Ideas into Words: Chapter 1

Best American: “Introduction,” “X-Ray Vision,” and “The Illusion of Gravity”

Week 3

Topics

Reporting

Description and observation

Precision

Assignment due

News item draft

Readings

Field Guide: Chapters 4, 5, 17, and 18

Ideas into Words: Chapter 2

Best American: “Out of Time” and “Buried Suns”

Week 4

Topics

Simplifying and explaining

Science literacy, or lack thereof

Assignment due


New item revision

Readings

Field Guide: Chapters 19 and 20

Best American: “Mysteries of Mass” and “Taming Lupus”

Week 5

Topics

The scientist’s perspective

What can go right, and wrong

Assignment due

Explanatory writing draft

Readings

Ideas into Words: Chapter 3

Best American: “Remembering Francis Crick”

“Dealing with the Press,” from Scott L. Montgomery, The Chicago Guide to Communicating Science
Week 6

Topics

Interviews and profiles

Is the personal necessary?

Assignment due


Explanatory writing revision

Readings

Ideas into Words: Chapter 4

Best American: “The Mummy Doctor” and “Torrential Reign”

Week 7

Topics

Analogy, metaphor, analysis, interpretation

Readings

Field Guide: Chapter 6

Ideas into Words: Chapter 5

Best American: “The Coming Death Shortage” and “Conservation Refugees”

Week 8

Topics

Style

Assignment due


Scientist profile draft

Readings

Ideas into Words: Chapter 6

Best American: “Dr. Ecstasy” and “Remembrance of Things Future”

Handout: “Everglades,” by Michael Grunwald, from Smithsonian
Week 9

Topics

Feature stories

Readings

Field Guide: Chapters 20 and 21

Ideas into Words: Chapter 7

Best American: “Future Shocks” and “Are Antibiotics Killing Us?”

Week 10

Topics

Markets and careers

Assignment due


Market or career analysis


Scientist profile revision

Readings

Field Guide: Chapters 7 through16

Week 11

Topics

Extrapolation; cause and effect

Feature story workshop 1

Assignment due


Feature story draft

Readings

Field Guide: Chapters 3 and 36

Best American: “Lights, Camera, Armageddon”

Week 12

Topics

Controversial stories and balance

Feature story workshop 2

Readings

Field Guide: Epilogue

Best American: “Show Me the Science” and “The Dover Monkey Trial”

Week 13

Topics

The politics of science and science writing

Feature story workshop 3

Readings

Best American: “Almost Before We Spoke, We Swore” and “His Brain, Her Brain”

Week 14

Topics

Wrapping up: Why science matters, and why science writing matters

Feature story workshop 4

Assignment due


Reading journal

Readings

“Weird Science: Why editors must dare to be dumb,” by K. C. Cole, Columbia Journalism Review, July/August 2006

Best American: “My Bionic Quest for Bolero” and “Buried Answers”

Week 16 (Finals Week)

Assignment due


Feature story revision

Additional Attachments:

Policies and Standards: JLS and PR Courses

NAU Policy Statements
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