
University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for New Course
	1.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
         No X

	      If yes, route completed form to Liberal Studies.
	

	
	

	2. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2008, Summer 2008)
	Fall 2007

	      See effective dates schedule.

	

	3. College
	Arts and Letters     
	                        4. Academic Unit
	Humanities, Arts, and Religion     

	

	5. Course subject/catalog number
	 REL 300W     
	                             6. Units
	3     

	

	7. Co-convened with
	     
	
	7a. Date approved by UGC
	     

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented.)



	8. Cross-listed with
	     

	     (Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.)


	9. Long course title
	Method and Theory in the Study of Religion     

	    (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	10. Short course title (max. 30 characters including spaces)
	Method/Theory in Rel Stud     

	

	11. Catalog course description (max. 30 words, excluding requisites).
An examination of models and theories in the study of religion, requiring comparative and analytical writing by students on presented materials.

Fulfills NAU's junior-level writing requirement.  Required for majors and minors. Prerequisites: junior standing and nine hours of Religious Studies 
            


	12. Grading option:         Letter grade
	X
	   Pass/Fail
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  or Both
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	     (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	13.  Is this a topics course?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   NoX

	

	14. May course be repeated for additional units? 
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  no
	X
	

	      a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	     
	

	      b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term? (ex. PES 100)
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	      no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	15.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	                        Lecture w/0 unit embedded lab    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lecture only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lab only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	                        Seminar X
	Field Studies   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Independent Study    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Activity      FORMCHECKBOX 
        
	      Supervision   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	

	

	16. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	Junior standing and nine hours of  Religious Studies     

	

	17. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	     

	18. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (If course has pre or co requisite, skip to question 19): 

	

	
	instructor consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	department consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no consent   FORMCHECKBOX 



	19. Is the course needed for a plan of study (major, minor, certificate)?              yes
	X
	           no         
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	             Name of new plan?   
	     

	            Note:  A new plan or plan change form must be submitted with this request.

	Required course for majors and minors in Religious Studies, fulfilling the junior level writing course requirement for the Religious Studies program.

	20. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?     yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	X

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                           

	     

	     

	     

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department whose course is listed above.

	

	21. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units, or enrollment?                yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	         no                                       
	x FORMCHECKBOX 


	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	22. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?    yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	        no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	     
	

	23. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved 
      university format). 
           Our new assessment plan calls for the gradual migration of the Junior Level writing requirement to discipline specific courses rather than a generic HAR requirement (HAR 301W).  We determined that the laudable objective of an interdisciplinary class bringing in all three of the areas in our department was too large a load to put on a class which also was focused on writing.  All three of the areas [Art History/Religious Studies/Humanities] have/will develop a new W class and phase out the existing HAR301W once all whoi have taken HAR301W have graduated.

	

	24. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	BeDuhn, Donnelly, Hassing, Sullivan, van der Loo     
	

	

	25. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied?      

	

	26. Will present library holdings support this course?   yes
	X
	            no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	If the course being submitted for approval is NOT a LIBERAL STUDIES course, please go to step 42.

                                                        LIBERAL STUDIES ONLY
Contact name:                                         Contact email:       
Dept. Chair name:                                                 Dept. Chair email:      
College Contact name :                                           College Contact email:      
27.  This course is a      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Single section                            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Multi-section

28.  List names of faculty who may teach this course:       
29.  Section enrollment cap:       
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new LIBERAL STUDIES course, please complete questions 30-33.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING course, please complete questions 37-38.

OR

If this course is being submitted for approval as a new SENIOR CAPSTONE course, please complete questions 39-41.

NEW LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE
30.  Thematic Focus (check all that apply):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Environmental Consciousness   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Technology and Its Impact   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience   FORMCHECKBOX 

31.  Distribution Block  (check one):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Cultural Understanding   FORMCHECKBOX 
              Lab Science   FORMCHECKBOX 

       Science/Applied Science   FORMCHECKBOX 
            Social and Political Worlds   FORMCHECKBOX 

32. Skills (check two):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
     Creative Thinking   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Critical Reading   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Oral Communication   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Writing   FORMCHECKBOX 

     Critical Thinking  FORMCHECKBOX 

     Ethical Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Quantitative/Spatial Analysis   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Scientific Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Use of Technology   FORMCHECKBOX 

33.  Is this a topics course?    Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
          No    FORMCHECKBOX 

     If YES, please complete questions 34-36.     If NO, please go to question 42.

TOPICS COURSE ONLY
34.  Identify the Student Learning Outcomes that will be found in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.       
35.  Explain by what method(s) Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.      
            
36.  Please attach an example of a Topic Syllabus offered under this course number.

GO TO question 42

	


NEW JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING COURSE (refer to question 19)
37.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?  B.A. in Religious Studies      


38.  Do you intend to offer ABC 300 and ABC 300W?   yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
         no  X
          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 300.

GO TO question 42

NEW SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE (refer to question 19)
39.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?       
40.  Does this proposal replace or modify an existing course or experience?  yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        no  FORMCHECKBOX 

       If yes, which course(s)?       
41.  Do you intend to offer ABC 400 and ABC 400C?   yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
       no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 400.
	42. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	


	For Committees use only

	

	For Liberal Studies Committee                                                                                                                                     Date


	

	Action taken:

	                          _____________________    Approved as submitted                                                   ___________________________  Approved as modified

	


	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date


	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY

College of Arts and Letters

Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion

Semester TC \l2 "
REL 300W:  JUNIOR SEMINAR:   TC \l2 "
METHOD AND THEORY IN THE STUDY OF RELIGION TC \l2 "
[3 credit hours]

Day/Time:



Building/Room: 
 

Instructor: 



Office:  



Office Phone: 

E-mail: 


Office Hours: 


 

Prerequisites:
Junior Standing


Nine hours of Religious Studies



REL 151 is recommended but not required TC \l1 "
 TC \l1 "
Course Description and Objectives:   In this course we will explore a collection of important approaches to the study of religion with a writing-intensive method of assessment.  REL 300W is based on comparative and analytical writing about models and theories of religion through the reading and discussion of influential studies.  While the enrollment in this course is not restricted to Religious Studies majors and minors, they form the primary audience at whom this course is aimed.  A basic understanding of the requirements of the academic study of religion (as provided in REL 151, which is recommended) and a willingness to work in that academic frame is required and presupposed.

Active participation in this class will provide students with:

Development of skills in comparative and analytical writing for Religious Studies

Knowledge concerning important theories in the study of religion

Sharpened analytical skills

REL 300W fulfills the Junior Level Writing Requirement for the Liberal Studies Program for all Religious Studies majors in the Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion.  It is required for all Religious Studies majors and minors.  As a result, the course is both reading- and writing-intensive, and provides students with the opportunity to strengthen several important essential skills, specifically, their ability to read and think critically, and their ability to communicate effective both orally and through written assignments.  Students will be expected to be active learners, engaging the course material critically, generating their own questions, and pursuing their own special interests. Through this process, they will develop an understanding of the variety of interdisciplinary approaches impacting the study of religion.

Course Structure:  REL 300W combines elements of a lecture course with the complementary environment of a seminar, with the students responsible for class readings that will be discussed in class.  All readings must be completed prior to class, and because of the seminar format, attendance and participation is required.  There is no substitute for your presence in class.        

Writing assignments, along with an oral presentation, will assess the students’ comprehension of the course’s objectives, and encourage the development of the essential skills outlined above.  The major writing assignments will be revised and re-submitted for a second grade.  This process will not only allow students to improve their writing skills over the course of the semester, but it will also enable them to articulate better the key issues raised by the course’s topic.  These writing assignments should be kept in a writing portfolio.  

Textbooks:


Hudson, Susan
Thinking and Writing for the Humanities (Thomson, 2004)

Connolly, Peter
Approaches to the Study of Religion (Casell, 1999)

Olson, Carl

Theory and Method in the Study of Religion (Thomson Wadsworth, 2003)

Supplementary readings will be chosen from recent journals and will be made available under REL 300W on the Vista web site.

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes:


Methods of Assessment:

1. 
3 short papers of 3 to 4 pages, analyzing specific aspects of the assigned readings.


100 points each.


 For each paper a draft must be submitted on the assigned due date (see schedule).  The final draft will be due a week later.  You MUST make an appointment with the instructor during that week to discuss your first draft.

a. Specific aspects of writing conventions, technique and organization will be discussed and emphasized as needed.

b. Correct use and implementation of those items will be required.

c. The skills learned earlier in the semester will be assumed and applied in later papers, finding their culmination in the research paper (see below).

d. Please note:  Correct writing of standard formal English will be expected but does not earn credit in and of itself.    

2. 
Class presentation. 70 points

At an assigned time  you will deliver a twenty-minute oral report on the research topic (see below) Your report will be assessed for clarity, good organization, accuracy, and succinctness, particularly how well you have selected the most important features on which to report.  Your oral report will be followed by a five-minute question period, and you will be assessed on your ability to call upon your broader knowledge of the subject not directly displayed in the oral report to clarify and supplement it.

3. 
Source analysis and thesis. 70 points  

By the 10th week, you are expected to have identified a topic for your research paper, to have collected a substantial set of sources on which to base your research, and to have decided upon a particular thesis – an interpretive claim or stance you will defend in your research paper.  Your thesis is expected to relate to the themes of the course.  By the 12th week you will have an individual meeting with the instructor to discuss your topic. 

4. 
Research paper.   500 points

You are required to submit a completed research paper of no more than 15 pages.  This paper must adhere to the thesis you have submitted in advance (Assignment #3) and reflect the guidance on the topic you received from the instructor in the individual conference.  It will be assessed for accuracy, good organization, clarity, and cogency of argument.  In a second individual conference with the instructor, you will receive a preliminary assessment of the paper, along with directives and suggestions for its revision. 

5. 
General participation. 60 points

Throughout the semester, the instructor will make note of your leadership and participation in the proceedings of the course.  Particular attention will be paid to the period from the 12th through the 15th week, when the students are expected to take more of a leading role in the classroom than at other times.  Points will be awarded according to the degree and constructiveness of your in-class contributions.

Policies:


Attendance:
Required.
Make-Ups/Late Assignments:  NO make-up writing assignments will be accepted unless there is a valid medical excuse in writing (from the doctor, hospital, etc).  In the case of scheduling conflicts that involve a valid institutional excuse, you will be expected to submit the assignment in advance, if practical.  There is no possibility of making up the oral presentation.  A missed assignment will be counted as a zero.

Academic Dishonesty: The Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion considers cheating and plagiarism serious issues and deals with them severely.  Any student found cheating or plagiarizing will, at a minimum, fail the assignment, and may receive an F for the entire course depending on the seriousness of the offense.

Grades:  ALL assignments must be completed in order to pass the course, unless you provide the instructors with a valid written medical or institutional letter discussing why this will not be possible.  With proper documentation, your remaining grades will be averaged together.    TC \l1 "
 TC \l1 "
There will be NO EXTRA CREDIT assignments.  The grading scale for the course is as follows:

 TC \l1 "
900-1000 
=
A


800-899 
=
B


700-799
=
C


600-699
=
D


below 600
=
F

Total number of points possible from all assignments:  1000

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS, READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

Week 1

Introduction

Olson Ch. 1 and 2

Connolly Ch 1

Say what now? Define the issues

Quoting primary and secondary sources.

Paper 1 assigned  


Week 2

The Discussion on Origins

Olson Ch 3

Fundaments and Houses on Sand.  What can we keep, what must be refuted?

Quoting/ summarizing discussions.

Draft paper 1 due. Make appointment to discuss draft.

Week 3

Phenomenology of Religion

Olson Ch 4

Connolly Ch 3

Is there an essence?  Does it help?

Writing a critical review

Final version paper 1 due
Paper 2 assigned

Week 4

History of Religions

Olson Ch 5

Is Today also Once Upon a Time?

Writing a critical review

Draft Paper 2 due. Make appointment to discuss draft.
Week 5 

Sociological Approaches

Olson Ch 6

Connolly Ch 6

Justifying the Eternal Rules. Religion as an Expression of Society.

Final version paper 2 due
Week 6 and 7

Anthropological Approaches

Olson Ch 7

Connolly Ch 1

If You are They, Who are We?

Setting up a research paper

Paper 3 assigned in week 6

Week 8

Psychological Approaches

Olson Ch 8

Connolly Ch 5

Beast or Holy?

Draft paper 3 due. Make appointment to discuss draft.

Week 9

Ecological Approaches

Olson Ch 9

Oh it’s a fad, but we would like to survive.

Final version paper 3 due
Week 10

Feminist approaches

Olson Ch 10

Connolly Ch 2

Well yes, actually a little more that half of humanity.

Proposal for research paper due.  Make appointment to discuss proposal.

Week 11

Postmodern Approaches

Olson Ch 11

Back to “Say what now?” The issues again.

Week 12 through 15

Student Presentations

Discussion of articles in recent journals

Analysis of at least two religious issues in the news against the background of the learned material. 

First draft of research paper due at end of week 14

Research paper due at the official time scheduled for this course’s final exam
2


1

