University Curriculum Committee
Proposal for new Academic Plan, Plan change, or Plan Deletion

	1.  College
	Consortium of Professional Schools (CPS)
	 2.  Academic Unit
	Health Sciences

	

	3. Academic  
    Plan Name
	Health Sciences
	 4.  Subplan (if applicable)?
	· Diagnostic Medical Imaging and Therapy 

	
	
	· Respiratory Care

· Surgical Technology

· Paramedic Care

· Physical Therapy Assistant

· Medical Assisting



	5.  Effective Date                 
	FALL        FORMDROPDOWN 

	

	6. Is this proposal for a :  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Plan
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Deletion

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Subplan
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Deletion


	For Plan Changes, place the existing catalog text in this column. Please copy and paste the text directly from the current on line academic catalog: (http://www4.nau.edu/aio/AcademicCatalog/academiccatalogs.htm)

  Be sure you include all catalog text that pertains to this plan change

B.S. Health Sciences:
Diagnostic Medical Imaging & Therapy (extended major)
This is a joint degree program offered with Gateway Community College, which is in the Maricopa Community College system.  For this academic plan, you must be admitted and enrolled in: 

· one of the GateWay diagnostic medical imaging and therapy programs (diagnostic medical sonography, nuclear medicine technology, radiation therapy, or medical radiography)

· and in NAU’s B.S. in health sciences program.

The NAU courses are internet courses taught by NAU faculty, and GateWay Community College faculty teach the specialization courses.

 

Major Requirements

You take 81 units, which include core and specialization requirements. Please note that you must have a grade of C or better for all of your major courses.

 

The 21 units of core courses include:

· HS 301, 333, and 410 (9 units)

· SHP 300W, which meets NAU’s junior writing requirement (3 units)

· HS 408C, which meets NAU’s senior capstone requirement (3 units)

· 6 units from HS 300, 305W, 307, and 471

In addition, you take 60 units of specialization requirements as a block of courses from GateWay Community College. This block includes courses that meet the requirements for graduation and for national certification or licensure in the discipline. You choose one of the following areas to specialize in:

· diagnostic medical sonography

· nuclear medicine technology

· radiation therapy

· medical radiography

     

	Show the proposed changes in this column.  Please BOLD the changes, to differentiate from what is not changing.

(Describe the changed requirements under headings that match those used in the left column.  Please be aware that if the units are not totaled correctly, the catalog editor will adjust them accordingly.)

B.S. Health Sciences: Allied Health (Extended Major)
This academic plan is offered as an online degree completion program that includes six allied health majors defined as subplans. 
1. Diagnostic Medical Imaging and Therapy (includes: diagnostic medical sonography, nuclear medicine technology, radiation therapy, or medical radiography)
2. Respiratory Care
3. Surgical Technology
4. Paramedic Care
5. Physical Therapy Assistant
6. Medical Assisting
To be eligible for this academic plan, students must be admitted to, enrolled in, or be graduates from an associate degree program at a regionally accredited community college or university in one of the above listed allied health areas.
Major Requirements

You take 81 units, which include a common health sciences core for all six allied health majors (subplans) and distinct specialization requirements for each. Please note that you must have a grade of C or better for all of your major courses.

 
The 24 units of health sciences core courses include:

· HS 200, HS 301, 333, and 410 (12 units)

· SHP 300W, which meets NAU’s junior writing requirement (3 units)

· HS 408C, which meets NAU’s senior capstone requirement (3 units)

· 6 units from HS 300, 305W, 307, and 471

In addition, you take 60 units of specialization requirements as a block of courses from an associate degree program at a regionally accredited community college or university in one of the above listed allied health areas.  This block includes courses that meet the requirements for graduation and for national certification or licensure in the discipline.

     


8. For undergraduate plans, will this requirement be a student individualized plan*?   FORMCHECKBOX 
  no      FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes

    *A Student Individualized Plan is an academic requirement that varies by student, such as the 15-unit BAiLS focus, for which 
     coursework requirements are established by the student in consultation with the advisor. 

    If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for providing complete 
    information about each student’s individual requirements for the degree audit system.

9.  For undergraduate plans, will a milestone** be used to:

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    a.  verify satisfactory completion of a non course requirement.    

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    b. indicate admission to a major.  

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    c. will not be used.
**A Milestone is used to record noncourse requirements, such as the HRM 800-hour work experience requirement or admission to Business Major status.
  If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for maintaining the 
  milestone and keeping individual student records up to date.

10.  Please list the Learning Outcomes of the Plan/Subplan (see degree major assessment webpage - 
       http://www4.nau.edu/assessment/main/degree/degree.htm).
       This academic plan serves as a bachelor’s degree completion program for students who are earning or who have earned an associate degree in an allied health area from a regionally accredited community college or university.  This degree completion program provides a broad liberal studies background and an additional “Health Sciences Core Curriculum” that complements the student’s existing clinical background. Intended student outcomes for NAU Health Sciences Core Courses include a demonstrated knowledge of the areas listed below. Intended student outcome data will be collected and evaluated throughout the program of study.
· Ethical issues related to health care delivery

· Organization, and administration of health services and barriers to health services delivery

· Implementation of health science educational programs

· Evaluation of effectiveness of health science education programs

· Application of the basic principles of epidemiology

· Communicable and non-communicable disease

· Classroom theory related to health science in a professional health setting

· Physical Health Science

· Mental, emotional, and spiritual health

· Physical and social environmental health

11. Justification for proposal.  Please indicate how past assessments of student learning prompted proposed changes.
       This proposal does not include significant curricular change.  It applies an existing NAU curricular model in an effort to address an established need for allied health practitioners to be prepared at the bachelor’s level.  
Currently, professional credentialing for these allied health fields is at the associate degree level.  Many of these allied health areas, however, are moving towards a bachelor’s degree as entry level education.  Current trends suggest, in the future, that allied health professionals with less than a bachelor’s degree may not be recognized by government agencies, third party payers, the uniformed services, labor unions, and others.  Producing new allied health practitioners with the knowledge and skills expected in today’s complex health care environment is increasingly difficult within the confines of a 2-year post-secondary educational model.  
This proposal uses the degree plan model for the Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences: Diagnostic Medical Imaging and Therapy (BS HS: DMIT) and applies it to five new allied health areas.  The BS HS: DMIT program began in Fall 2005 with 15 initial students.  One year later (Fall 2006) there are 50 DMIT students enrolled at NAU.  This exponential growth is expected to continue and is likely to be replicated in the new allied health majors (subplans) proposed in this document.
12.  If this academic plan/subplan will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements 
        be satisfied?

        This proposal requires no new courses at NAU.  The currently existing courses can accommodate some new students.  Therefore, the initial implementation of this proposal can be accomplished utilizing existing resources.  These will be online programs, and Distance Learning Services (DLS) provides a mechanism for expanding online course capacities through stipends for teaching assistants and the management of those assistants.  It is possible that this model will meet the early anticipated growth in student enrollment from these programs.  Pedagogical considerations, however, will limit the application of this mechanism to all courses in the curriculum.  Therefore, a substantial increase in students will necessitate additional faculty and resources.  Part-time faculty funded by DLS will be requested and, as enrollment continues to increase, additional full-time faculty will be requested.
13.  Will this academic plan/subplan affect other majors, liberal studies course offerings, plans/subplans, curricula, or enrollment at NAU?  
       If so, attach supporting documentation from the affected departments/units and college dean.
       It is anticipated that this proposal would result in an increase in NAU distance learning enrollment that will not negatively affect other majors at NAU.  Additional demand for Liberal Studies courses delivered online will be minimal since many of these students transfer to NAU with several of the LS requirements already met.
14.  Will present library holdings support this academic plan/subplan?

        Yes, current library holdings will support the proposed academic plan and its associated subplans.
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