University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for New Course
	1.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?      Yes X        No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	      If yes, route completed form to Liberal Studies.
	

	
	

	2. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2008, Summer 2008)
	Fall 2008

	      See effective dates schedule.

	

	3. College
	Arts and Letters
	                        4. Academic Unit
	HAR

	

	5. Course subject/catalog number
	REL 326
	                             6. Units
	3

	     (Please add syllabus to the end of this form.)


	7. Co-convened with
	     
	
	7a. Date approved by UGC
	     

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented.)



	8. Cross-listed with
	     

	     (Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.)


	9. Long course title
	Early Christian Life and Literature

	    (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	10. Short course title (max. 30 characters including spaces)
	Early Christian Life&Lit

	

	11. Catalog course description (max. 30 words, excluding requisites).

       Investigation through canonical and non-canonical texts of issues, challenges, and conflicts involved in the formative period of Christianity from Jesus to the end of the second century.  CU


	12. Grading option:         Letter grade
	X
	   Pass/Fail
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  or Both
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	     (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	13.  Is this a topics course?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No X

	

	14. May course be repeated for additional units? 
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  no
	X
	

	      a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	     
	

	      b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term? (ex. PES 100)
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	      no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	15.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	                        Lecture w/0 unit embedded lab    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lecture only X
	Lab only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	                        Seminar  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Field Studies   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Independent Study    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Activity      FORMCHECKBOX 
        
	      Supervision   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	

	

	16. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	Sophomore status or higher, plus completion of ENG 105 or equivalent.

	

	17. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	     

	18. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (If course has pre or co requisite, skip to question 19): 

	

	
	instructor consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	department consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no consent   FORMCHECKBOX 



	19. Is the course needed for a plan of study (major, minor, certificate)?              yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	           no         
	X
	

	             Name of new plan?   
	     

	            Note:  A new plan or plan change form must be submitted with this request.

	

	20. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?     yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	X

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                           

	     

	     

	     

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department whose course is listed above.

	

	21. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units, or enrollment?                yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	         no                                       
	X

	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	22. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?    yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	        no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	     
	

	23. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  Please indicate how past assessments of student 
      learning prompted proposed changes.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved university format). 
      Over the last ten years, the existing REL 220 course (originally REL 320) has been overtasked with trying to serve two distinct pedagogical purposes: one as an introductory survey of the New Testament as a body of literature, and the other as an investigation of early Christianity as a religious phenomenon.  Dissatisfaction with the result on the part of both the instructor and the students has led to the decision to create a separate course cut free from the constraints of the biblical canon, able to offer a more historically justifiable spectrum of source material, and focused on a more thematic exploration of the issues that shaped early Christianity.  At the same time, it was considered desirable to retain the very popular survey of New Testament writings as REL 220.

	

	24. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Jason BeDuhn
	

	

	25. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied?      

	

	26. Will present library holdings support this course?   yes
	X
	            no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	



	If the course being submitted for approval is NOT a LIBERAL STUDIES course, please go to step 41.
                                                        LIBERAL STUDIES ONLY
Contact name:  Arne Hassing                                                 Contact email:  Arne.Hassing@nau.edu
Dept. Chair name:  Curtis Hinsley                                           Dept. Chair email: Curtis.Hinnsley@nau.edu
College Contact name : Jean Boreen                                     College Contact email: Jean.Boreen@nau.edu
27.  This course is a     X Single section                            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Multi-section

28.  List names of faculty who may teach this course:  Jason BeDuhn
29.  Section enrollment cap:  35
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new LIBERAL STUDIES course, please complete questions 30-32.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING course, please complete questions 36-37.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new SENIOR CAPSTONE course, please complete questions 38-40.

NEW LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE
30. Distribution Block  (check one):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Cultural Understanding  X     Science  FORMCHECKBOX 
            Social and Political Worlds   FORMCHECKBOX 

31. Skills (check two):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
     Effective Oral Communication   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Writing  X
     Critical Thinking 
     Quantitative Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Scientific Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
       
32.  Is this a topics course?    Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
          No   X
     If YES, please complete questions 34-36.     If NO, please go to question 42.

TOPICS COURSE ONLY
33.  Identify the Student Learning Outcomes that will be found in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.       
34.  Explain by what method(s) Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.      
            
35.  Please attach an example of a Topic Syllabus offered under this course number.

GO TO question 41


NEW JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING COURSE (refer to question 19)
36.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?             


37.  Do you intend to offer ABC 300 and ABC 300W?   yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
         no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 300.

GO TO question 41
NEW SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE (refer to question 19)
38.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?       
37.  Does this proposal replace or modify an existing course or experience?  yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        no  FORMCHECKBOX 

       If yes, which course(s)?       
40.  Do you intend to offer ABC 400 and ABC 400C?   yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
       no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 400.
	41. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	


	For Committees use only

	

	For Liberal Studies Committee                                                                                                                                     Date


	

	Action taken:

	                          _____________________    Approved as submitted                                                   ___________________________  Approved as modified

	


	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date


	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1College of Arts and Letters

Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion
REL 326: EARLY CHRISTIAN LIFE & LITERATURE

Spring, 2009

T/Th 9:35-10:50
3 credit hours

Professor: Jason BeDuhn, Ph.D.
Phone: 523-8892

Office: Riles 110 
e-mail: jason.beduhn@nau.edu

Office hours: MW 2-3 PM


Course Description
This course offers an investigation of the formative period of the Christian tradition, from the first public address made by Jesus of Nazareth in the early first century to the end of the second century of the Christian era.  It aims to provide the resources and methods by which students can work towards a comprehensive understanding of the major sources, conditions, issues, challenges, and conflicts involved in the development of Christianity from a small Jewish sect into a significant force in the religious life of West Asia, South Europe, and North Africa.  In the process students will confront the difficulties faced when one seeks to reconstruct a total picture of past lives from limited historical sources, and learn how to apply models of comparative religion to understanding various aspects of early Christian thought and practice.  Because practically no archaeological remains from before the third Christian century can be positively identified as Christian, we rely heavily on written texts of the period.   The course draws on the entire spectrum of early Christian writings, both those later canonized as the New Testament, and the many other texts – in many cases just as widely read and valued – that eventually were left out of the Bible.  We will bring to these sources both a phenomenological orientation, seeking to understand the experiences of the people they describe, and the tools of literary criticism, trying to discern the role the texts served in the ongoing development of Christian identity.  
This is a Liberal Studies course in the cultural understanding distribution block.  The mission of the Liberal Studies program at Northern Arizona University is to prepare students to live responsible, productive, and creative lives as citizens of a diverse and dramatically changing world.  To accomplish the mission of liberal studies, the university provides a program that challenges students to gain a deeper understanding of the natural environment and the world’s peoples, to explore the traditions and legacies that have created the dynamics and tensions that shape the world, to examine their potential contributions to society, and thus to better determine their own places in that world.  Through the program, students acquire a broad range of knowledge and develop essential skills for professional success and life beyond graduation.  
Courses in the cultural understanding block enhance students’ understanding of different cultures of the world through the study of language, literature, religion, ad artistic creations or other disciplines.  These courses provide students with an experience of diverse cultures different from their own, and an analytic framework that facilitates awareness of how cultures vary and shape human experience.  Students will become more familiar with cultures of the world and develop an appreciation for the unique features and perspectives of varied cultural traditions.  In addition to discipline specific skills enabling the student to bring the religious studies approach to cultural material, this course will emphasize effective writing, an essential skill defined in the university’s Liberal Studies program.

Student Learning Expectations and Outcomes
As outcomes of active participation in this course, students are expected to
(1) be able to identify major themes and core issues in early Christian thought and practice as reflected in the literature of the movement, to reflect sufficiently on their own distance from the world of the text to formulate questions of understanding, and to communicate their insights and questions in a clear and concise manner;

(2) be able to express their own reactions to ideas and arguments of the earliest Christian leaders, and reflect upon the factors of distance (in time, circumstance, culture, social norms, even physics) that produce varying degrees of comfort or discomfort with the material;

(3) be able to demonstrate a grasp of basic concepts, and facility with basic tools, used in the historical and comparative study of religions;
(4) be able to identify issues of reconstruction and interpretation, compare and assess proposals and arguments, and effectively communicate the process and conclusions of their own investigations;

Course Format
The course will be conducted in a lecture format, with opportunity for questions and discussion, supplemented occasionally by videos, slides, and other materials.

Required Texts
Wayne Meeks, The First Urban Christians (Yale 1983)

Luke Johnson, Religious Experience in Earliest Christianity (Fortress 1998)

Maxwell Staniforth, Early Christian Writings (Penguin 1968)

Bible or New Testament 

Vista-site primary texts:

non-canonical gospels, acts, and letters


Fragments of Marcion, Montanus, Valentinus; selected Nag Hammadi texts


Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Martyrdom of Perpetua
Evaluation of Student Performance
Required Assignments
1. A mid-term examination: 100 points.


2. A final examination: 100 points.

3. Two five-page essays on questions posed by the professor: 50 points each = 100 points.

4. A ten-page research paper on a topic chosen in consultation with the professor: 100 points.


5. Active participation in the class proceedings: 50 points.


Grades will be assigned according to the following scale:


405-450 points (90% +)
A



360-404 points (80% +)
B


315-359 points (70% +)
C


270-314 points (60% +)
D


0-269 points (59% -)

F

Assessment of Outcomes
Course exams will require identification of key terms and concepts, as well as providing short answers that demonstrate a synthetic grasp of developments and interpretive issues concerning early Christianity.  Essays will require organized, analytical responses to questions or problems posed regarding key determinative factors in the emergence of the Christian religion, and will be assessed by five categories of performance: (1) formal requirements of length, format, and typography, (2) grammar, syntax, and paragraphing, (3) organization and consistency of focus, (4) citation and effective use of sources, (5) accuracy and argument.  Essays that fall below the program standard of a successful level of performance will be re-written following individual consultation with the professor for supplemental points towards the assignment grade.  The research paper will require identification of a problem and relevant sources in consultation with the professor, formulation of a research plan, refinement of a thesis, and production of a paper assessed by the same five categories of performance listed above.  Participation in the class will be assessed by preparedness, relevance, clarity, and succinctness. 
Policies and Procedures
Class attendance and preparedness are the responsibility of the individual student, and will be informally monitored by the instructor by means of calling on students from the roster for comment on a specific portion of the day’s topic.  The value of both attendance and preparation will become readily apparent through the rewards of performance and comprehension.  The dates for tests and work due are unnegotiable; extensions or make-up exams will not be scheduled except in the most extraordinary, fully documented circumstances.  The class period extends for the full 75 minutes scheduled.  Students are expected to follow a minimum standard of classroom etiquette.  Food, drink, newspapers, and cell-phones have no place in the classroom.  Laptop computers may be used only with the permission (which can be withdrawn at any time) of the professor.  Disagreement will be expressed with respect and justified by reasons drawn from the methods recognized in the academic discipline of religious studies.  If you are unsure about the university rules governing classroom conduct and the respective roles of the instructor and the student, please refer to the student handbook, or ask me for clarification.

A student caught cheating on a test fails the course completely, regardless of the number of points the student has earned on other work.  A student who plagiarizes part or all of a written assignment will receive an F for the assignment and further disciplinary proceedings at my discretion.  Plagiarism occurs when a student claims credit for work he or she has not done personally, and includes turning in a paper written by another student, or putting sentences or ideas originally expressed by someone else into a paper without noting their source.  By this stage of your education, you should have mastered the ability to properly distinguish in writing between your own and another’s ideas through the use of quotation, paraphrase, and footnoting. 

Class Calendar
Week One -- Jan 18-20


Historical and cultural background

Week Two -- Jan 25-27

Stories of the Founder: Biographical

Week Three -- Feb 1- 3

Stories of the Founder: Status and Authority

Week Four -- Feb 8-10

Stories of the Founder: Teaching and Expectations

Week Five -- Feb 15-17

Proselytization and Conversion

Week Six -- Feb 22-24

Defining Identity and Boundaries

Week Seven -- Mar 1-3

The Experience of Being Christian

Week Eight -- Mar 8-10

Early Christian Pluralism: the Jewish-Christian split

Week Nine -- Mar 15-17

Early Christian Pluralism: Practical and Ideological Divisions

SPRING BREAK:  Mar 21-25

Week Ten -- Mar 29-31

Messiah or God: Christological Issues

Week Eleven -- Apr 5-7

To Fix the World or Abandon It: Cosmological Issues

Marcion, Gnosticism

Week Twelve -- Apr 12-14

Letter or Spirit: Authority Issues

Montanism, canon formation

Week Thirteen -- Apr 19-21

Body or Soul: Anthropological Issues

Week Fourteen -- Apr 26-28

Radical or Successful: Social Issues

Week Fifteen -- May 3-5

Two Centuries of Development and Diversification

FINAL EXAM: Tuesday, May 10, 7:30-9:30
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