University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for New Course
	1.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?      Yes X        No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	      If yes, route completed form to Liberal Studies.
	

	
	

	2. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2008, Summer 2008)
	Fall 2008

	      See effective dates schedule.

	

	3. College
	Arts and Letters
	                        4. Academic Unit
	HAR

	

	5. Course subject/catalog number
	REL 481C
	                             6. Units
	3

	     (Please add syllabus to the end of this form.)


	7. Co-convened with
	     
	
	7a. Date approved by UGC
	     

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented.)



	8. Cross-listed with
	     

	     (Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.)


	9. Long course title
	Seminar in Native American Religion

	    (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	10. Short course title (max. 30 characters including spaces)
	Seminar in Native American Rel

	

	11. Catalog course description (max. 30 words, excluding requisites).

       Intensive study of selected aspects of, or developments in, Native American belief, practice, or history. May be repeated for up to 9 hours of credit. Letter grade only. Prerequisite: 3 hours of prior REL credit and Junior Status or higher.


	12. Grading option:         Letter grade
	X
	   Pass/Fail
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  or Both
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	     (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	13.  Is this a topics course?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No X

	

	14. May course be repeated for additional units? 
	yes
	X
	  no
	
	

	      a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	9
	

	      b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term? (ex. PES 100)
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	      no
	X

	
	

	15.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	                        Lecture w/0 unit embedded lab    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lecture only 
	Lab only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	                        Seminar X
	Field Studies   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Independent Study    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Activity      FORMCHECKBOX 
        
	      Supervision   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	

	

	16. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	3 hours of prior REL credit and Junior Status or higher.

	

	17. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	     

	18. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (If course has pre or co requisite, skip to question 19): 

	

	
	instructor consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	department consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no consent   FORMCHECKBOX 



	19. Is the course needed for a plan of study (major, minor, certificate)?              yes
	X
	           no         
	
	

	             Name of new plan?   
	     

	            Note:  A new plan or plan change form must be submitted with this request.

	

	20. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?     yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	X

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                           

	     

	     

	     

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department whose course is listed above.

	

	21. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units, or enrollment?                yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	         no                                       
	X

	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	22. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?    yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	        no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	     
	

	23. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  Please indicate how past assessments of student 
      learning prompted proposed changes.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved university format). 
            As part of a major curriculum restructuring being undertaken by the NAU Religious Studies program, all existing 400-level courses are being deleted and replaced with a new structure of capstone experience options intended to refine essential skills for future learning, and to engage majors (and minors) in culminative work in the program.  Through the intensive study of a particular theme, movement, significant figure, or phenomenon related to the specific religious tradition, students will participate in the production and communication of new knowledge and/or understanding in a seminar experience comparable to graduate studies in the field.


	

	24. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Lodewijk van der Loo
	

	

	25. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied? 

	

	26. Will present library holdings support this course?   yes
	X
	            No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	If the course being submitted for approval is NOT a LIBERAL STUDIES course, please go to step 41.
                                                        LIBERAL STUDIES ONLY
Contact name:  Arne Hassing                                                 Contact email:  Arne.Hassing@nau.edu
Dept. Chair name:  Curtis Hinsley                                           Dept. Chair email: Curtis.Hinnsley@nau.edu
College Contact name : Jean Boreen                                     College Contact email: Jean.Boreen@nau.edu
27.  This course is a     X Single section                            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Multi-section

28.  List names of faculty who may teach this course:  Lodewijk van der Loo
29.  Section enrollment cap:  15
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new LIBERAL STUDIES course, please complete questions 30-32.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING course, please complete questions 36-37.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new SENIOR CAPSTONE course, please complete questions 38-40.

NEW LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE
30. Distribution Block  (check one):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Cultural Understanding       Science  FORMCHECKBOX 
            Social and Political Worlds   FORMCHECKBOX 

31. Skills (check two):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
     Effective Oral Communication   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Writing  
     Critical Thinking 
     Quantitative Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Scientific Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
       
32.  Is this a topics course?    Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
          No   
     If YES, please complete questions 34-36.     If NO, please go to question 42.

TOPICS COURSE ONLY
33.  Identify the Student Learning Outcomes that will be found in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.       
34.  Explain by what method(s) Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.      
            
35.  Please attach an example of a Topic Syllabus offered under this course number.

GO TO question 41


NEW JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING COURSE (refer to question 19)
36.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?             


37.  Do you intend to offer ABC 300 and ABC 300W?   yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
         no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 300.

GO TO question 41
NEW SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE (refer to question 19)
38.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?  REL
37.  Does this proposal replace or modify an existing course or experience?  yes  X        no  FORMCHECKBOX 

       If yes, which course(s)?  REL 490, REL 450
40.  Do you intend to offer ABC 400 and ABC 400C?   yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
       no  X
          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 400.
	41. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	


	For Committees use only

	

	For Liberal Studies Committee                                                                                                                                     Date


	

	Action taken:

	                          _____________________    Approved as submitted                                                   ___________________________  Approved as modified

	


	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date


	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified


Northern Arizona University


College of Arts & Letters


Dept. of Humanities, Arts, and Religion

REL 481C: SMINAR IN NATIVE AMERICAN RELIGIONS:

MESOAMERICAN RELIGIONS


Semester

seq. no:
xxxx

time:

xxx

credit hrs:
3

room:

xxx 
Instructor:
P. Lodewijk van der Loo




Office: Riles (15) 114




(928) 523-9130.

Office Hours:
xxx

Prerequisites:

At least one course in Religious Studies.  Junior standing or higher, or consent of instructor.  This course is in first instance designed for Religious Studies majors and presumes a working knowledge of the tools and methods of the academic study of religion.

Subject to administrative drop for non-attendance after first week.

Description:

Religious Studies capstone course.

This is an upper division seminar style course that will offer insight into the religious traditions of Mesoamerica, a Native American cultural area in the present day nations of Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua.  The course will survey the religious history of the area, with a focus on the religious systems of Nahuatl (Aztec) and Maya speaking peoples.

Objectives:

1.
Factual knowledge about, understanding of and respect for a group of religions that since the Spanish invasion in Mexico has been the object of imaginative speculation for the Western mind.

2.
Insight into the historical depth of present day Native Mesoamerican traditions.

3.
An appreciation for the general processes that take place when religions mix, specifically in a colonial situation.

Evaluations:

a.
Short presentations on assigned readings and short writing/problem solving assignments on readings and materials discussed in class.  These oral and written presentations will be assigned in class during the course of the semester.  Each student will have at least one oral and two written presentations.

b.
A 30 min. book report presentation on assigned book(s). 

c.
One 15-20 page research paper involving analysis of a body of research against the background of related sources and other secondary scholarship. Students may be required to form groups to work on the assigned sets of material, but must each present an individual presentation and paper.

d.
Final exam, using essay questions to test complex concepts and objective questions to test general facts/dates.

Assignment rules:

The due date on all assignments is firm. Being late will result in substantial loss of credit.

All written assignments must be in English or Spanish, typed, double spaced with margins of approximately 1 inch on all sides. Good writing (correct grammar, syntax, spelling and composition) is obligatory. Poor writing will result in loss of credit.  

Grade:

Average of each category a through d: 1/4 of grade.

Each unexcused or inexcusable (discretion of the instructor) absence from class will result in a 5 point deduction from the course grade.

Papers and exams will be graded on a scale from 0 to 100. Grades will not be "curved".  A: 90-100.  B: 80-89.  C: 70-79.  D:60-69.  F:0-59

COURSE POLICIES

Cheating: Students are expected to follow a minimum standard of classroom etiquette.  A student caught cheating on a test fails the course completely, regardless of the number of points the student has earned on other work.  A student who plagiarizes part or all of a written assignment will receive a zero for the assignment and further disciplinary proceedings at the instructor's discretion.  Plagiarism occurs when a student claims credit for work he or she has not done personally, and includes turning in a paper written by another student, or putting sentences or ideas originally expressed by someone else into a paper without noting their source.  As a college student, you are expected to master the ability to properly distinguish in writing between your own and someone else’s ideas through the use of quotation, paraphrase, and footnoting.

Completion of assignments: Assignments must be studied before coming to class in the week that they are scheduled. They will serve as a basis for discussion. Additional assignments will be given out during the semester.  Coming to class unprepared (not being able to participate in discussions on assigned material) will reflect negatively on the final grade to a maximum of 5% per incident.

The instructor reserves the right to make changes as needed in the attached schedule, otherwise students are responsible for the assignments as announced in the schedule.

Required literature:

1.
Davíd Carrasco: Religions of Mesoamerica. Harper & Row, San Francisco 1990.

 
ISBN: 0-06-061325-4

2.
Dennis Tedlock: Popol Vuh. Touchstone/Simon & Schuster, New York 1985.


ISBN: 0-617-61771-0

3.
Miguel León-Portilla: Precolumbian Literatures of Mexico. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 1969 (Paperback edition 1986).

  
ISBN: 0-8061-1974-8

4.
Assorted reading packets will be assigned and made available on VISTA during the semester.

SCHEDULE

Week 1

Introduction to the area.

Assignments: 

Carrasco: page ix through Chapter II; Packet #1. (This reading should be completed before the second week.)

Week 2

The Ritual Calendar

Assignments:

Carrasco: Ch. III and IV; Tedlock: Part One, Four and Five.

Week 3

Deities, Ritual and Important Mythology

Assignments:

León-Portilla: Chapters I, II, IV; Packet #2.

Week 4

Present Day Mesoamerica

Carrasco: Chapter V.

Week 5

Synthesis so far.

Assignments:

Tedlock: Introduction; Packet #3.

Week 6

Maya Deities

Week 7

Film: Popol Vuh

Assignments:

Tedlock: Part Three.

Week 8

Precolumbian Pictorial books.

Assignments:

Packet #4 

Week 9

The Early Colony - Sources and thoughts that formed the thinking about Mesoamerica 

Assignments:

León-Portilla: Chapter VII; packet #5.

On this day all students must have decided on the literature for presentation and paper.

Paper due before reading week

Until reading week.

Student presentations.

.

Week 14

synthesis & questions.

FINAL EXAM
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