University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for New Course
	1.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?      Yes X        No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	      If yes, route completed form to Liberal Studies.
	

	
	

	2. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2008, Summer 2008)
	Fall 2008

	      See effective dates schedule.

	

	3. College
	Arts and Letters
	                        4. Academic Unit
	HAR

	

	5. Course subject/catalog number
	REL 491C
	                             6. Units
	3

	     (Please add syllabus to the end of this form.)


	7. Co-convened with
	     
	
	7a. Date approved by UGC
	     

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented.)



	8. Cross-listed with
	     

	     (Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.)


	9. Long course title
	Seminar in Comparative Religion

	    (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	10. Short course title (max. 30 characters including spaces)
	Seminar in Comparative Rel

	

	11. Catalog course description (max. 30 words, excluding requisites).

       Intensive study of selected aspects of, or developments in, religious belief, practice, or history  involving comparative consideration of more than one religious tradition. May be repeated for up to 9 hours of credit. Letter grade only. Prerequisite: 3 hours of prior REL credit and Junior Status or higher.


	12. Grading option:         Letter grade
	X
	   Pass/Fail
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  or Both
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	     (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	13.  Is this a topics course?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No X

	

	14. May course be repeated for additional units? 
	yes
	X
	  no
	
	

	      a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	9
	

	      b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term? (ex. PES 100)
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	      no
	X

	
	

	15.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	                        Lecture w/0 unit embedded lab    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lecture only 
	Lab only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	                        Seminar X
	Field Studies   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Independent Study    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Activity      FORMCHECKBOX 
        
	      Supervision   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	

	

	16. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	3 hours of prior REL credit and Junior Status or higher.

	

	17. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	     

	18. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (If course has pre or co requisite, skip to question 19): 

	

	
	instructor consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	department consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no consent   FORMCHECKBOX 



	19. Is the course needed for a plan of study (major, minor, certificate)?              yes
	X
	           no         
	
	

	             Name of new plan?   
	     

	            Note:  A new plan or plan change form must be submitted with this request.

	

	20. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?     yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	X

	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                           

	     

	     

	     

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department whose course is listed above.

	

	21. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units, or enrollment?                yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	         no                                       
	X

	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	22. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?    yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	        no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	     
	

	23. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  Please indicate how past assessments of student 
      learning prompted proposed changes.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved university format). 
            As part of a major curriculum restructuring being undertaken by the NAU Religious Studies program, all existing 400-level courses are being deleted and replaced with a new structure of capstone experience options intended to refine essential skills for future learning, and to engage majors (and minors) in culminative work in the program.  Through the intensive study of a particular theme, movement, significant figure, or phenomenon related to the specific religious tradition, students will participate in the production and communication of new knowledge and/or understanding in a seminar experience comparable to graduate studies in the field.


	

	24. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Jason BeDuhn, Arne Hassing, Lodewijk van der Loo, Paul Donnelly, Bruce Sullivan
	

	

	25. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied? 

	

	26. Will present library holdings support this course?   yes
	X
	            no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	If the course being submitted for approval is NOT a LIBERAL STUDIES course, please go to step 41.
                                                        LIBERAL STUDIES ONLY
Contact name:  Arne Hassing                                                 Contact email:  Arne.Hassing@nau.edu
Dept. Chair name:  Curtis Hinsley                                           Dept. Chair email: Curtis.Hinnsley@nau.edu
College Contact name : Jean Boreen                                     College Contact email: Jean.Boreen@nau.edu
27.  This course is a     X Single section                            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Multi-section

28.  List names of faculty who may teach this course:  Jason BeDuhn, Arne Hassing, Lodewijk van der Loo, Paul Donnelly, Bruce Sullivan
29.  Section enrollment cap:  15
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new LIBERAL STUDIES course, please complete questions 30-32.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING course, please complete questions 36-37.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new SENIOR CAPSTONE course, please complete questions 38-40.

NEW LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE
30. Distribution Block  (check one):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Cultural Understanding       Science  FORMCHECKBOX 
            Social and Political Worlds   FORMCHECKBOX 

31. Skills (check two):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
     Effective Oral Communication   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Writing  
     Critical Thinking 
     Quantitative Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Scientific Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
       
32.  Is this a topics course?    Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
          No   
     If YES, please complete questions 34-36.     If NO, please go to question 42.

TOPICS COURSE ONLY
33.  Identify the Student Learning Outcomes that will be found in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.       
34.  Explain by what method(s) Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.      
            
35.  Please attach an example of a Topic Syllabus offered under this course number.

GO TO question 41


NEW JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING COURSE (refer to question 19)
36.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?             


37.  Do you intend to offer ABC 300 and ABC 300W?   yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
         no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 300.

GO TO question 41
NEW SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE (refer to question 19)
38.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?  REL
37.  Does this proposal replace or modify an existing course or experience?  yes  X        no  FORMCHECKBOX 

       If yes, which course(s)?  REL 490, REL 470
40.  Do you intend to offer ABC 400 and ABC 400C?   yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
       no  X
          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 400.
	41. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	


	For Committees use only

	

	For Liberal Studies Committee                                                                                                                                     Date


	

	Action taken:

	                          _____________________    Approved as submitted                                                   ___________________________  Approved as modified

	


	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date


	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified


SYLLABUS

REL 491C 

SEMINAR IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION:

RELIGION AND SCIENCE

GENERAL INFORMATION

Course 



 
Professor

REL 491C Religion and Science (3 credits) 
Arne Hassing, Ph.D., Professor of Religious Studies

Class Time: TuTh 2:20-3:35 p.m.

Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion

Room: Riles 113



College of Arts and Letters
Contact

Office: Riles 303 (entry through 302)

Office Hours: W 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. and by appointment.

Telephone: 523-8103 (The worst way to reach me, except during office hours; even then, I don’t answer the phone if I am talking to a student.)

Vista: The best way to reach me. As a rule, please  use VISTA for all communications with me outside of class.
COURSE PREREQUISITES
Sophomore status or higher or instructor’s consent. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
History, theory, and contemporary interaction of religion and science, with particular, but not exclusive, reference to monotheistic religions (e.g. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) and science.

OUTCOMES FOR THIS COURSE
By the end of the course, you will be able to:

1. explain selected turning-points in the history of Christianity and science;

2. compare and contrast methods, models, and paradigms in science and religion;

3. compare and contrast monotheistic options in relation to major scientific theories;

4. compare and contrast a “religious” and “naturalistic” theory of religion;

5. articulate a specific issue of concern to you in the relation of science and religion;
6. understand selected issues in proposals for reconciling science, “religion,” and religions;

7. improved your ability to think critically and write effectively.
COURSE STRUCTURE AND APPROACH

This course will be conducted as a seminar, which means the course will be driven largely by student leadership, participation, and discussion. It’s success will depend on you!
TEXTBOOKS

The following texts are required and listed in general order of use:

1. Gary B. Ferngren (ed.), Science and Religion: A Historical Introduction. Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002.

2. Ken Wilber, The Marriage of Sense and Soul: Integrating Science and Religion. New York: Random House, 1998.

3. John Haught, Science and Religion: From Conflict to Conversation. New York and Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1995.

4. Daniel Dennett, Breaking the Spell: Religion as a Natural Phenomenon. New York: Viking, 2006.

5. John Hick, An Interpretation of Religion: Human Responses to the Transcendent. Second edition. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2005.

COURSE OUTLINE

This outline tells you what you need to read and be prepared to discuss before each class. You should read these books from cover to cover and all the chapters assigned for each class, but in case you are behind, where several chapters are to be read I have printed the crucial chapter(s) in bold.
Introduction
Week 1

Introduction to the Course 
                             Recent Historiography

Ferngren, Science and Religion, Chapters 1 and  2.
I: Religion and Science: Historical Perspectives

Week 1

Astronomy: Galileo Galilei.
Ferngren, Science and Religion, Chapters 5 and 8 

Week 2

Physics: Isaac Newton

Ferngren, Science and Religion, Chapters 10 and 12


                                           
Tuesday Due: Term Paper Topic


Biology: Charles Darwin

Ferngren, Science and Religion, Chapters 16 and 17
Week 3

Religion
And Science Today
Wilber, The Marriage of Sense and Soul, Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5                
II: Religion and Science: Method, Models, Paradigms

Week 3 

Religion: Method, Models, Paradigms

Week 4

Science: Method, Models, Paradigms




              

Tuesday Due: Term Paper Bibliography






III. Monotheism and Contemporary Science
Week 4 

Relational Alternatives 

Haught, Science and Religion, Chapter 1

Week 5 

The Case of God’s Existence
Haught, Science and Religion, Chapter 3.



The  Case of a Personal God
Haught, Science and Religion, Chapter 2
Week 6

The Case of a Created Cosmos
Haught, Science and Religion, Chapter 5




The Case of  Cosmic Purpose
Haught, Science and Religion, Chapter 8.
Week 6   
Th. Due: 1. Position Paper on Relational Alternatives and 2. Term Paper Thesis and Outline
COURSE OUTLINE (continued)

IV. Religion: “Naturalistic” and “Religious” Interpretations
Week  7   
Theses



Dennett, Chapter 1; Hick, Chapter 1.      

  
Th. No Class – Professor Attending Professional Meeting.
Week  8
  
Dennett on Origins

Dennett, Chapters, 4-7                    



                
Hick on Origins


Hick, Chapters 8-10 

Week 9    
Dennett on Epistemology

Dennett, Chapters 2-3                                                                                

                
Hick on Epistemology

Hick, Chapter 11-12. 

Week 10 
Dennett on God’s Existence
Dennett, Chapter 8.

                
Hick on God’s Existence

Hick, 5-8, 13.
Week 11  
Dennett on Utility of Religions
Dennett, Chapters 9-10.


                
Hick on the Utility of Religions
Hick, 2-4, 17-18.



V. Student Presentations
Week 12 
Students 1-4  


10-minute class presentations/8-minute discussions.

                             Due: Journal Entries on “naturalistic” and “religious” interpretations of religion
               
Students 5-8


10-minute class presentations/8-minute discussions.

Week 13
No Class – Professor Attending Professional Meeting
November 22
Th. Thanksgiving Holiday 
Week 14
Students 9-12


10-minute class presentations/8-minute discussions.


               Students 13-14


10-minute class presentations/8-minute discussions.



Due: Term Paper (except students 13 and 14, whose papers are due December 4)



VI. Integrating Science and Religion?
Week 15 
One Proposal


Wilber, Chapters 10-13. 
                
What about the Religions?

Hick, Chapters 14-16, 19-20; Wilber 14.-15.
Final Exam

Finals Week
Final Exam 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Class Participation. Regular attendance and contributing to the discussion is essential in this course. This means that you need to read and be prepared to discuss the readings assigned for each class. More than three unexcused absences will lower your course grade by 10%.

2. Position Paper. This 3-page assignment is designed to engage you in the topic by requiring you to articulate your position in the science/religion discussion. There is no “right” alternative, but you need to state your own religious/philosophical presuppositions and your reasons for choosing the alternative you find most compelling. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS (continued)

3. Journal. As we study the theories of Daniel Dennett and John Hick, you are to respond in a journal entry to the ideas presented in the reading and/or discussion for each topic. Each entry should be 15-20 lines long, dated according to the date of the reading/class you are responding to, and turned in as you would a paper – with a title page.

4. Your class presentation will consist of an abbreviated version of your paper that you present in 10 minutes or less followed by eight minutes of discussion. You should regard the discussion as a forum for comments and questions that may help you to improve your term paper. You will be graded on your presentation by the class (50%) and your professor (50%).

5. Term Paper. This will be a 12-15 page paper on a topic of your choice. Whether you consider yourself religious or secular, you probably have questions about religion and science that may or may not be addressed in the course itself. This is your chance to explore one of your questions in some depth.

6. Final Exam. The final will be a 5-page take-home asking you to develop your own theology or philosophy of the relation of science and religion. It should be an extension of your position paper that incorporates the subject matter of the six subdivisions of the course into your own religious or secular worldview (or your synthesis of the two!) and show how your thinking has developed as a result of your studies this semester. 

7. General Requirements for Written Assignments.
· Written assignments are to be typed double-spaced with a 12-point font, normal margins (1-1.25”), a cover sheet, and stapled. 
· Use the author/date system for footnotes and bibliography.
· Turn in one hard copy and one electronic copy (through Vista).
Methods of Assessment 
1. Your ability to explain key issues in the history of Christianity and science will be assessed through class participation and the final exam (outcome 1).

2. Your ability to compare and contrast methods, models, and paradigms in science and religion will be assessed through class participation and the final exam (outcome 2).

3. Your ability to compare and contrast monotheistic options in relation to major scientific theories will be assessed through class participation, your position paper on relational alternatives, and the final exam (outcome 3).

4. Your ability to compare and contrast a “religious” and “naturalistic” theory of religion will be assessed through your journal on the readings by Dennett and Hick (outcome 4).

5. Your ability to articulate an issue in religion and science of interest to you will be assessed through your class presentation and your term paper (outcome 5).
6. Your ability explain proposals to reconcile science and religion will be assessed through class participation and the final exam (outcome 6).

7. Your ability to think critically and write effectively will be assessed in all written assignments.
Evaluation Schedule
	1. Class Participation                                                                                                  Week 16                     

	2. Position Paper on ways of relating science and religion                                        Week 6

	3. Journal on contrasting theories of religion                                                             Week 13

	4. Class Presentation                                                                                                   See Schedule                                                    

	5. Term Paper                                                                                                              Week 15

	6. Final Exam                                                                                                              See schedule


GRADING SYSTEM
Course Grade

Total Points: 500

	1. Class Participation                                                                                                  20%

	2. Position Paper on ways of relating science and religion                                        10%

	3. Journal on contrasting theories of religion                                                             10%

	4. Term Paper                                                                                                              30%

	5. Class Presentation                                                                                                   10%

	6. Final Exam                                                                                                              20%


Please note:

1. The class is relatively small and based on student participation, so more than three unexcused absences will lower your course grade by 10%.

2. Exceptional class participation may raise your course grade.

3. If there is an appropriate campus event related to this course, I may assign it as an extra-credit option that could raise your course grade.

Grading Scale

The assignments and exams will be graded according to the normal scale for letter grades (100-90% = A; 89-80%= B; 79-70%= C; 69-60% = D; 59% and below = F.
Grading Standards
Please read carefully.

· An A is earned on the basis of work that is of the highest quality. Students who earn As demonstrate mastery of the material in general and in detail and write exceptionally thoughtful, comprehensive, lucid, and error-free essays and papers. 

· A B is earned on the basis of work that is clearly of good quality. Students who earn Bs have a competent grasp of the material in general and in detail, and their written assignments and exams are to the point, show a clear comprehension of the subject, and are well written. The difference between an A and a B exam or paper is that the former shows greater mastery of the subject, greater depth in 
Grading Standards (continued) 

· the treatment of the subject, and a greater degree of critical thought; it is also more clearly organized and free of technical and linguistic deficiencies.
· A C is average work. The operative word is adequate, meaning that a C is earned on the basis of work that is satisfactory according to the criteria noted in the sections on A and B grades. The C grade differs from the B in that, while it shows general comprehension of the subject, it deals with the subject at a more cursory (less thorough, superficial) level, omits significant aspects of a subject, contains factual errors, and is marred by writing deficiencies.
· A D is earned on the basis of work that is seriously deficient. Students who earn Ds have completed the requirements but at a level that is minimal. Students who earn Ds have only a superficial and seriously flawed comprehension of the subject, demonstrating little awareness of the meaning of concepts, minimal knowledge of the subject, and an absolute minimum of reading. Exams and papers of D quality are generally marred by serious writing deficiencies that require remedial work. Students who produce D work generally attend class sporadically, show little evidence of involvement in the subject, and have made a minimal commitment to the course.

· An F is earned on the basis of work that fails to meet any of the criteria listed above. It may also be earned for failing to attend and participate in class, complete required assignment(s), complete the assignment as requested, drop before the deadline, and cheating on an assignment.

COURSE POLICY

· Failure to take the final exam at the official time will result in an automatic F for course. If you have a legitimate personal or institutional reason to be absent, contact me before the exam to work out alternative arrangements. If you were prevented from taking the exam because of an illness or some other legitimate and unforeseen emergency, contact me as soon as possible. Illness requires a written medical excuse, and I reserve the right to check the facts about other emergencies.

· Papers turned in after the due date will receive a 10% deduction for each 24-hour period thereafter. 
· Cheating is a serious moral violation that compromises the integrity of the student who cheats, is unfair to students who earn their grades honestly, and undermines the integrity of the educational enterprise. Students caught cheating will receive an automatic F for the course and be reported to the appropriate academic authorities.

· See attached sheet on University Policies. 
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