University Curriculum Committee
Proposal for new Academic Plan, Plan change, or Plan Deletion

	1.  College
	Arts and Letters
	          2.  Academic Unit
	HAR

	

	3. Academic  
    Plan Name
	Religious Studies
	              4.  Subplan (if applicable)?
	     

	
	
	

	5.  Effective Date                 
	FALL       2008
	

	6. Is this proposal for a :  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Plan
	
	X Plan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Deletion

	(Please refer to Plan and Subplan   definitions)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Subplan
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Deletion



	For Plan Changes, place the existing catalog text in this column. Please copy and paste the text directly from the current on line academic catalog: (http://www4.nau.edu/aio/AcademicCatalog/academiccatalogs.htm)

  Be sure you include all catalog text that pertains to this plan change

For New Plans, leave this column blank.
Religious Studies   

College of Arts and Letters

Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion

Riles Building, room 104

NAU, PO Box 6031, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-6031

928-523-3881  (fax 928-523-1881)

 

http://home.nau.edu/human/
 

Department Chair

Joseph Boles

Undergraduate Introduction  

You may pursue the following academic plans in NAU’s Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion:  

· B.A. in religious studies
· B.A. in religious studies (extended major)
· minor in religious studies
Also see Art History and Humanities for additional plans you might want to consider.

 

The objective of these plans is a systematic examination of religion, through which you become familiar with the academic study of religion and representative disciplinary approaches to the field, emphasizing the world’s major religions. Majoring in religious studies can prepare you for graduate work and professional studies of almost any nature, notably education, government, social work, librarianship, law, and religious vocations.   
                                                                  Click here for more information about Religious Studies undergraduate and graduate courses and faculty.

 

B.A. Religious Studies

To earn this degree, complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:  

· at least 35 units of liberal studies requirements.   Be aware that you may not use courses with an REL prefix to satisfy these liberal studies requirements.  

· at least 36 units of major requirements.  You must earn a grade of "C" or better in all 36 units.  

· at least 12 units of focus requirements or 18 units of minor requirements  

· at least 16 units of language requirements  

· elective courses, if needed, to reach an overall total of at least 120 units  

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)  

    

Also be aware that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in ethnic diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan if you choose them carefully. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

 

Also be aware that NAU requires that at least 30 units of the courses you take for your degree must be upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above).  

 

Finally, please note that you may be able to use some courses to meet more than one requirement; however, you must still meet the total of at least 120 units to graduate. Contact your advisor for details.  
Major Requirements  

You must complete the following 36 units, earning a grade of "C" or better in all 36 units.  In addition, at least 18 must be in upper-division REL courses:  

· HAR 301W or REL 300W, which meets NAU’s junior writing requirement (3 units)  

· two courses from REL 202, 205, 210, 220, 301, 305, 311, 321, 322, 325, 331, 370, 390, and 391 (6 units)  

· two courses from REL 201, 203, 206, 331, 341, 351, 355, 359, and 380 (6 units)  

· two courses from REL 450C, 470C, 482C, and 490C, one of which will complete the capstone requirement. (6 units)  

· the remaining 15 units from the religious studies curriculum, with up to 6 units at the 400 level, selected in consultation with your advisor  

· Additionally, REL 151 is recommended, but not required.
Focus or Minor Requirements  

If you choose to pursue a focus, you must complete 12 units of courses that are related along thematic, geographic, or disciplinary lines. You must work with your advisor to determine the courses you will use for this student individualized plan as early as possible to ensure that you graduate in a timely fashion. Please be aware that your advisor must approve these 12 units of coursework.  

 

If you choose to pursue a minor, you must complete a minor of at least 18 units from those described in this catalog. In consultation with your advisor, you should select a minor that’s appropriate for your career aspirations and educational needs. Your minor advisor will advise you about this part of your academic plan.  
Language Requirement  

You must demonstrate proficiency in a language other than English that is equivalent to four terms of university coursework in the same language. You may satisfy this requirement by taking language courses or by testing out of all or part of it by taking CLEP exams arranged by NAU’s Counseling and Testing Center. Click here for more information.

General Electives  

Additional coursework is required, if, after you have met the previously described requirements, you have not yet completed a total of 120 units of credit.   

You may take these remaining courses from any academic areas, using these courses to pursue your specific interests and goals. We encourage you to consult with your advisor to select the courses that will be most advantageous to you. (Please note that you may also use prerequisites or transfer credits as electives if they weren’t used to meet major, minor, or liberal studies requirements.)  

Click here for more information about Religious Studies undergraduate and graduate courses and faculty.

 B.A. Religious Studies (extended major)

To earn this degree, complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:  
· at least 35 units of liberal studies requirements.   Be aware that you may not use courses with an REL prefix to satisfy these liberal studies requirements.  

· at least 54 units of major requirements.  You must earn a grade of "C" or better in all 54 units.  

· at least 16 units of language requirements  

· elective courses, if needed, to reach an overall total of at least 120 units  

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take.  Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)     

Also be aware that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in ethnic diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan if you choose them carefully. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

Also be aware that NAU requires that at least 30 units of the courses you take for your degree must be upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above).  

Finally, please note that you may be able to use some courses to meet more than one requirement; however, you must still meet the total of at least 120 units to graduate. Contact your advisor for details.  

Major Requirements  

You must complete the following 54 units, earning a grade of "C" or better in all 54 units.  In addition, at least 15 must be in upper-division REL courses:  

· REL 151 (3 units)  

· HAR 301W, which meets NAU’s junior writing requirement (3 units)  

· two courses from REL 202, 205, 210, 220, 301, 305, 311, 321, 322, 325, 331, 370, 390, and 391 (6 units)  

· two courses from REL 201, 203, 206, 331, 341, 351, 355, 359, and 380 (6 units)  

· two courses from REL 450C, 470C, 482C, 485, 490C, and 497, including at least one course that meets NAU’s senior capstone requirement (REL 450C, 470C, 482C, and 490C) (6 units)  

· 12 units from the religious studies curriculum, with up to 6 units at the 400 level, selected in consultation with your advisor  

· 18 units of thematically related cognate courses

(You must work with your advisor to determine the courses you will use for this student individualized plan as early as possible to ensure that you graduate in a timely fashion. Please be aware that your advisor and your department chair must approve these 18 units of coursework.)  

Language Requirement  

You must demonstrate proficiency in a language other than English that is equivalent to four terms of university coursework in the same language. You may satisfy this requirement by taking language courses or by testing out of all or part of it by taking CLEP exams arranged by NAU’s Counseling and Testing Center. Click here for more information.

General Electives  

Additional coursework is required, if, after you have met the previously described requirements, you have not yet completed a total of 120 units of credit.  

 You may take these remaining courses from any academic areas, using these courses to pursue your specific interests and goals. We encourage you to consult with your advisor to select the courses that will be most advantageous to you. (Please note that you may also use prerequisites or transfer credits as electives if they weren’t used to meet major, minor, or liberal studies requirements.) 

Click here for more information about Religious Studies undergraduate and graduate courses and faculty.
 

Minor Religious Studies   

To complete this minor, you take the following 18 units; earning a grade of "C" or better in all 18 units:  

· 3 units from REL 450C, 470C, 482C, and 490C  

· REL 300W (3 units)

· 12 units of additional religious studies courses selected in consultation with a religious studies advisor  

You must earn a grade of "C" or better in all 18 units.
 

Be aware that some courses required for the minor may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject. 

 

Click here for more information about Religious Studies undergraduate and graduate courses and faculty.
 


	Show the proposed changes in this column.  Please BOLD the changes, to differentiate from what is not changing.

(Describe the changed requirements under headings that match those used in the left column.  Please be aware that if the units are not totaled correctly, the catalog editor will adjust them accordingly.)

Religious Studies   

College of Arts and Letters

Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion

Riles Building, room 104

NAU, PO Box 6031, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-6031

928-523-3881  (fax 928-523-1881)

 

http://home.nau.edu/human/
 

Department Chair

Curtis Hinsley
Undergraduate Introduction  

You may pursue the following academic plans in NAU’s Department of Humanities, Arts, and Religion:  

· B.A. in religious studies
· B.A. in religious studies (extended major)
· minor in religious studies
Also see Art History and Humanities for additional plans you might want to consider.

 

The objective of these plans is a systematic examination of religion, through which you become familiar with the academic study of religion and representative disciplinary approaches to the field, emphasizing the world’s major religions. Majoring in religious studies can prepare you for graduate work and professional studies of almost any nature, notably education, government, social work, librarianship, law, and religious vocations.  

 

Click here for more information about Religious Studies undergraduate and graduate courses and faculty.

 
B.A. Religious Studies

To earn this degree, complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:  

· at least 35 units of liberal studies requirements.   Be aware that you may not use courses with an REL prefix to satisfy these liberal studies requirements.  

· at least 36 units of major requirements.  You must earn a grade of "C" or better in all 36 units.  

· at least 12 units of focus requirements or 18 units of minor requirements  

· at least 16 units of language requirements  

· elective courses, if needed, to reach an overall total of at least 120 units  

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)  

    

Also be aware that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in ethnic diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan if you choose them carefully. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

 

Also be aware that NAU requires that at least 30 units of the courses you take for your degree must be upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above).  

 

Finally, please note that you may be able to use some courses to meet more than one requirement; however, you must still meet the total of at least 120 units to graduate. Contact your advisor for details.  

Major Requirements  

You must complete the following 36 units, earning a grade of "C" or better in all 36 units.  In addition, at least 18 must be in upper-division REL courses:  

· REL 300W, which meets NAU’s junior writing requirement (3 units)  

· two courses from REL 202, 210, 220, 301, 311, 321, 322, 325, 326, 331, 332, 390, 391, and 392 (6 units)  

· two courses from REL 201, 203, 206, 331, 332, 341, 351, 352, 355, 380, and 392 (6 units)  

· two courses from REL 421C, 441C, 451C, 481C, 491C, and 497, one of which will complete NAU’s senior capstone requirement (6 units)  

· the remaining 15 units from the religious studies curriculum, selected in consultation with your advisor  

· Additionally, REL 151 is recommended, but not required.

Focus or Minor Requirements  

If you choose to pursue a focus, you must complete 12 units of courses that are related along thematic, geographic, or disciplinary lines. You must work with your advisor to determine the courses you will use for this student individualized plan as early as possible to ensure that you graduate in a timely fashion. Please be aware that your advisor must approve these 12 units of coursework.  

 

If you choose to pursue a minor, you must complete a minor of at least 18 units from those described in this catalog. In consultation with your advisor, you should select a minor that’s appropriate for your career aspirations and educational needs. Your minor advisor will advise you about this part of your academic plan.  

Language Requirement  

You must demonstrate proficiency in a language other than English that is equivalent to four terms of university coursework in the same language. You may satisfy this requirement by taking language courses or by testing out of all or part of it by taking CLEP exams arranged by NAU’s Counseling and Testing Center. Click here for more information.

General Electives  

Additional coursework is required, if, after you have met the previously described requirements, you have not yet completed a total of 120 units of credit.  

You may take these remaining courses from any academic areas, using these courses to pursue your specific interests and goals. We encourage you to consult with your advisor to select the courses that will be most advantageous to you. (Please note that you may also use prerequisites or transfer credits as electives if they weren’t used to meet major, minor, or liberal studies requirements.)  

Click here for more information about Religious Studies undergraduate and graduate courses and faculty.

 B.A. Religious Studies (extended major)

To earn this degree, complete at least 120 units of coursework, which we describe in the sections that follow:  
· at least 35 units of liberal studies requirements.   Be aware that you may not use courses with an REL prefix to satisfy these liberal studies requirements.  

· at least 54 units of major requirements.  You must earn a grade of "C" or better in all 54 units. 

· at least 16 units of language requirements  

· elective courses, if needed, to reach an overall total of at least 120 units  

Be aware that some courses required for your degree may have prerequisites that you must also take.  Check the courses in the appropriate subject.  (You may be able to count these prerequisites toward your liberal studies or general elective credit.)  

Also be aware that you must complete NAU’s diversity requirements by taking two 3-unit courses, one in ethnic diversity and one in global awareness. These courses may be used to meet other requirements within your academic plan if you choose them carefully. Click here for a list of the available diversity courses.

Also be aware that NAU requires that at least 30 units of the courses you take for your degree must be upper-division courses (those numbered 300 and above).  

Finally, please note that you may be able to use some courses to meet more than one requirement; however, you must still meet the total of at least 120 units to graduate. Contact your advisor for details.  

Major Requirements  

You must complete the following 54 units, earning a grade of "C" or better in all 54 units.  In addition, at least 15 must be in upper-division REL courses:  

· REL 300W, which meets NAU’s junior writing requirement (3 units)  

· two courses from REL 202, 210, 220, 301, 311, 321, 322, 325, 326, 331, 332, 390, 391, and 392 (6 units)  
· two courses from REL 201, 203, 206, 331, 332, 341, 351, 352, 355, 380, and 392 (6 units)  

· two courses from REL 421C, 441C, 451C, 481C, 491C, and 497, one of which will complete NAU’s senior capstone requirement (6 units)  

· 12 units from the religious studies curriculum, selected in consultation with your advisor  

· 18 units of thematically related cognate courses

(You must work with your advisor to determine the courses you will use for this student individualized plan as early as possible to ensure that you graduate in a timely fashion. Please be aware that your advisor and your department chair must approve these 18 units of coursework.)  

Language Requirement  

You must demonstrate proficiency in a language other than English that is equivalent to four terms of university coursework in the same language. You may satisfy this requirement by taking language courses or by testing out of all or part of it by taking CLEP exams arranged by NAU’s Counseling and Testing Center. Click here for more information.

General Electives  

Additional coursework is required, if, after you have met the previously described requirements, you have not yet completed a total of 120 units of credit.  

You may take these remaining courses from any academic areas, using these courses to pursue your specific interests and goals. We encourage you to consult with your advisor to select the courses that will be most advantageous to you. (Please note that you may also use prerequisites or transfer credits as electives if they weren’t used to meet major, minor, or liberal studies requirements.) 

Click here for more information about Religious Studies undergraduate and graduate courses and faculty.
Minor Religious Studies   

To complete this minor, you take the following 18 units, earning a grade of "C" or better in all 18 units:

· 3 units from REL 421C, 441C, 451C, 481C, and 491C 

· REL 300W (3 units)

· 12 units of additional religious studies courses selected in consultation with a religious studies advisor  

You must earn a grade of "C" or better in all 18 units.
 

Be aware that some courses required for the minor may have prerequisites that you must also take. Check the courses in the appropriate subject. 

 

Click here for more information about Religious Studies undergraduate and graduate courses and faculty.
 



8. For undergraduate plans, will this requirement be a student individualized plan*?  x  no      FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes

    *A Student Individualized Plan is an academic requirement that varies by student, such as the 15-unit BAiLS focus, for which 
     coursework requirements are established by the student in consultation with the advisor. 

    If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for providing complete 
    information about each student’s individual requirements for the degree audit system.

9.  For undergraduate plans, will a milestone** be used to:

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    a.  verify satisfactory completion of a non course requirement.    

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    b. indicate admission to a major.  

      x    c. will not be used.
**A Milestone is used to record noncourse requirements, such as the HRM 800-hour work experience requirement or admission to Business Major status.
  If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for maintaining the 
  milestone and keeping individual student records up to date.

10.  Please list the Learning Outcomes of the Plan/Subplan (see degree major assessment webpage - 
       http://www4.nau.edu/assessment/main/degree/degree.htm).
+ Demonstrate introductory knowledge of method and theory in the study of religion and interdisciplinary thinking about religion(s) and culture;
+ Demonstrate introductory knowledge of selected major religious traditions;

+Demonstrate in-depth knowledge of selected topics in religion;

+ Demonstrate proficiency in the essential humanistic skills of critical reading, critical thinking, ethical reasoning, effective writing, and interdisciplinary and integrative methodologies;

+ Value the diversity of human experience.
11.  Justification for proposal.  Please indicate how past assessments of student learning prompted proposed changes.
       Past assessments of student learning have revealed inconsistent achievement of the program’s learning outcomes, traceable to a curriculum and curricular requirements that have developed over time without due attention to the coherence and systematic character of the whole.  In light of the latest assessment report and extensive discussion of a fully rationalized curriculum, the program curriculum committee determined changes were in order, involving (1) the elimination of courses that either served no integrative role in the program, or could no longer be offered due to loss of the faculty assigned to them, (2) the addition of selected courses bringing coverage of areas of demonstrated student interest and of program and liberal studies relevance, (3) introduction of new cross-listings with Art History courses of significant religious studies content, (4) minor modification of selected existing courses, and (5) the complete overhaul of the 400-level curriculum creating a more coherent set of capstone alternatives that invite greater student use of advanced upper division courses to complete their major and minor.
12.  If this academic plan/subplan will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements 
        be satisfied?

             
13.  Will this academic plan/subplan affect other majors, liberal studies course offerings, plans/subplans, curricula, or enrollment at NAU?  No
       If so, attach supporting documentation from the affected departments/units and college dean.
14.  Will present library holdings support this academic plan/subplan?

        Yes
Certifications

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Department Chair/ Unit Head (if appropriate)
 
                                                                               Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chair of college curriculum committee
                                                                                                                   Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dean of college


                                                                                                                   Date

For committee use only

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For University Curriculum Committee
                                                                                                                   Date

Action taken:                __________approved as submitted                 __________approved as modified                 

Note: Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to the college dean, department chair, and Academic Information Office after approval.

7.
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