University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for new Academic Plan, Plan change, or Plan Deletion

	1.  College
	College of Arts & Letters
	          2.  Academic Unit
	Latin American Studies

	

	3. Academic  
    Plan Name
	Latin American Studies Minor
	              4.  Subplan (if applicable)?
	     

	
	
	

	5.  Effective Date                 
	Spring       2008
	

	6. Is this proposal for a :  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Plan
	
	X Plan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Deletion

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Subplan
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Change
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Subplan Deletion

	For Plan Changes, place the existing catalog text in this column. Please copy and paste the text directly from the current on line academic catalog: (http://www4.nau.edu/aio/AcademicCatalog/academiccatalogs.htm)

  Be sure you include all catalog text that pertains to this plan change

To complete this minor, you take 21 units from at least three different disciplines, including:  

· ANT 303 and 307 

· ECO 483

· GGR 240  

· HIS 280, 281, 380, 381, 382, 396, 480, 481, and 483  

· HUM 281 and 381 

· POS 366

· REL 482C  

· SPA 321, 322, 351, 352, 353, 405, 406, 451C, and 452C  

 You can also use HUM 382 and 480C, REL 380, and SOC 301 when they include a component on Latin America. Consult with the Latin American plan advisor to learn about special courses that are available on a term basis.  

 

If you take this minor, we strongly recommend that you select electives in the Spanish language because linguistic familiarity is essential to a useful appreciation of the Latin American region. If you must meet a language requirement for your bachelor’s degree, you must fulfill that requirement in Spanish.  

 

Be aware that some of the courses required for your minor may have prerequisites that you must also take.  Check the courses in the appropriate subject.

     

	Show the proposed changes in this column.  Please BOLD the changes, to differentiate from what is not changing.

(Describe the changed requirements under headings that match those used in the left column.  Please be aware that if the units are not totaled correctly, the catalog editor will adjust them accordingly.)

Add to course list:

ANT 253

ARH 365

(There are no other changes)




8. For undergraduate plans, will this requirement be a student individualized plan*?  X  no       yes

    *A Student Individualized Plan is an academic requirement that varies by student, such as the 15-unit BAiLS focus, for which 
     coursework requirements are established by the student in consultation with the advisor. 

    If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for providing complete 
    information about each student’s individual requirements for the degree audit system.

9.  For undergraduate plans, will a milestone** be used to:

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    a.  verify satisfactory completion of a non course requirement.    

       FORMCHECKBOX 
    b. indicate admission to a major.  

      X    c. will not be used.

**A Milestone is used to record noncourse requirements, such as the HRM 800-hour work experience requirement or admission to Business Major status.
  If yes, the academic unit listed at the top of this form hereby takes responsibility for maintaining the 
  milestone and keeping individual student records up to date.

10.  Please list the Learning Outcomes of the Plan/Subplan (see degree major assessment webpage - 
       http://www4.nau.edu/assessment/main/degree/degree.htm).

       We designed this minor to provide students with a broad cross-disciplinary familiarity with the Latin American region.  The addition of these courses enhances the students’ opportunities to accumulate knowledge of the Latin American region. 

11.  Justification for proposal.  Please indicate how past assessments of student learning prompted proposed changes.
       The Latin American Studies minor is made up of content courses across many disciplines that focus on Latin America.  Anthropology 253 (Archaeology of Ancient Mexico: Maya and Aztec) and Art History 365 (Art & Architecture/Mesoamerica and Maya) are new courses that have recently been approved by the UCC.  Their subject matter is directly pertinent to the Latin American Studies minor degree.  
12.  If this academic plan/subplan will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements 
        be satisfied?

        NA
13.  Will this academic plan/subplan affect other majors, liberal studies course offerings, plans/subplans, curricula, or enrollment at NAU?  No
       If so, attach supporting documentation from the affected departments/units and college dean.

14.  Will present library holdings support this academic plan/subplan?

        Yes
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Note: Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to the college dean, department chair, and Academic Information Office after approval.
1 December 2007

University Curriculum Committee

Northern Arizona University

Letter of Support for ANT 253

As Coordinator of the Latin American Studies Committee and main adviser for the Latin American Studies Minor, I am pleased to offer our support for approval of Anthropology 253, on the Archaeology of Ancient Mexico, as a new addition to the program. The latter course surveys complex pre-modern Mesoamerican societies through the archaeological lens, beginning with the hunting/gathering subsistence modality, and moving on to sedentarization, the advent of agriculture, urbanization and eventual collapse. Making use of case studies on diverse cultures including, most prominently, the Aztec and Maya, this course explores the ways in which advanced forms of socio-political organization and the novel technologies to which they gave rise affected both the human and natural worlds. 

On completing the course, students will have developed the comprehensive understanding of pre-hispanic Mesoamerica in which any knowledge of modern-day Mexico must necessarily be rooted. And Mexico, as our closest neighbor, is not only the  locus of national and international attention, but also represents our program’s strongest geographical emphasis. 

For this reason I recommend approval of ANT 253 for the Latin American Studies Minor. Should you have questions, please contact me at any time.

Sincerely,

Bob Neustadt

Professor of Spanish,

Chair, Latin American Studies Committee

Robert.Neustadt@nau.edu

1 December 2007

University Curriculum Committee

Northern Arizona University

Letter of Support for ARH 365

As Coordinator of the Latin American Studies Committee and main adviser for the Latin American Studies Minor, I am offering our support for the approval of this new course in the art and architectural history of precontact Mexico and the Maya. Although courses in Humanities and Religious Studies have been offered in our program, this will be the first art history course, and it is long overdue. The subject matter complements courses in History, Anthropology and Religious Studies that focus on Mexico (the strongest geographical emphasis in the program), and it will allow students to get a much more in-depth look at the splendid panorama of pre-Columbian Mexican architecture and arts.

Our Latin American Studies minor and our activities have involved many students over the last two decades. This course is a highly valuable addition to our interdisciplinary studies program. An understanding of the history and culture of our closest Latin American neighbor, Mexico, is crucial for Arizona students. The proximity of architectural sites and museums makes it feasible for students to have opportunities to actually see the monuments and symbols that animated the diverse advanced cultures of Mesoamerica. ARH 365 would give them an excellent foundation for cross-cultural understanding by connecting the cultural past to contemporary Mexican identity.

This course will clearly strengthen the Latin American Studies program at NAU, and we are delighted to support it. 

Sincerely,

Robert Neustadt

Professor of Spanish

Coordinator, Latin American Studies
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