UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
An Undergraduate Certificate may be proposed by an academic department, academic unit or interdisciplinary faculty group, to signify that a student has completed a curriculum that is smaller than a degree program.  The certificate program may be free standing, or it may be offered in conjunction with a degree program.  If offered in conjunction with a degree program, the offering unit must define any overlap permitted between the degree and certificate programs.
The Undergraduate Certificate program must follow the regular curriculum approval process, including department and college curriculum committees and the University Curriculum Committee.  The program will be listed in the NAU Undergraduate Catalog and the certificate will appear on the student’s NAU transcript.  A minimum of 15 hours is required for an Undergraduate Certificate and the following provisions must be met:

· at least 60% of the course work must be upper division,

· at least 60% of the course work must receive a letter grade (A,B,C,D,F) with a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.00 achieved in these courses,

· at least 60% of the course work must be resident credit (awarded by NAU),

· up to 40% of the course work may include individualized study courses such as Cooperative Education, Fieldwork Experience, Undergraduate Research, Independent Study and/or credit received through proficiency examinations acceptable to the unit awarding the certificate.

The chart below indicates how the 60%/40% will be interpreted for Certificate programs of from 15 to 27 hours:
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The unit overseeing the certificate program admits students into the program and awards the certificate.  These units may establish additional academic regulations for their certificate programs.  In order to enroll in an Undergraduate Certificate Program, the student must be admitted to NAU and must apply for admission to the certificate program before beginning course work in the program.  Any exceptions to this pattern must be approved by the unit offering the certificate.
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