AIMING for AIMS

Brought to you by

Arizona GEAR UP

Objective:  
To actively engage sophomores in learning about the AIMS, and motivating them to do well on it.
Target Audience:  
GEAR UP sophomores
Time Required:  
approximately 1 hour
Materials Needed:  

1.
“AIMING for AIMS” Quiz in electronic, Power Point format; computer, projector and screen; 

2.
Copy of AIMING for AIMS Facilitator Guide (with Teaching Points); 

3.
Sets of 8 ½” x 11” A; B; C; D; True; False “Answer Cards” (enough for one set for each group of students)
4.
Target w/ “pre-test scenarios” & balls
5.
Points Tally Page (a calculator, if desired)
6.
Small Prizes 
Framing the Activity:  Have the powerpoint showing the First Slide (Title). Explain to students that our Motto for 2009-10 is “AIMS: Pass all Three Tests, This Year!” Briefly introduce AIMS – a test they will take this year, as sophomores, that they need to pass in order to graduate from high school. 

Procedure:  
1.
Give Instructions (shown on Slide 2).

2.
 Break students up into groups of 10-20 students; 6 groups is ideal. (Give each group a ‘clever’ name).
3.
Give each group a set of Answer Cards.
4.  
Ask the groups to select a spokesperson, whose responsibility it will be to hold up the answer card.  

5.
Start the “game” with Question 1 (AIMS will test the following subject area(s)).  Read the Question aloud, as well as the answer choices.  Instruct students to confer as a group to select their answer; have the spokesperson hold up the corresponding Answer Card. After every group has displayed their answer card, click on the power point; this will have the effect of advancing the program so that the correct answer to the question is highlighted.  
6. 
For each group that is correct, they will select a student to come to the front of the room and ‘aim’ for the best choices, by throwing a ball through the holes in the target. Explain that the better the choice, the higher the score they will receive,
7.
Note each Team’s points on the Point Tally Page. 

8.
Debrief the correct answer to Question 1 (AIMS will test…) by referencing the Facilitator’s Guide, “Teaching Points” for the first question.  

9. 
Repeat Steps 5-8 for Questions 2 – 5. 
Concluding the Activity:  Tally Team points, telling students the value of each of their choices, give prizes to winning teams. Remind students of the Motto and tell them you’ll see them at AIMS Prep on Saturday!
� AIMS, short for the Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards, is Arizona’s standardized high-stakes graduation exam, created to comply with NCLB. Students take AIMS the first time during the spring semester of their sophomore year. Results are reported as “Exceeds” [the standard]; “Meets” [the standard]; “Approaches” [the standard]; and “Falling Far Behind” [the standard].  Students must “Meet” all three subject standards to graduate. If they don’t ‘Meet’ all three areas as sophomores, they have five chances to re-take it.  If students ‘Exceed’ all three standards before their senior year, they may be eligible for special scholarships. 
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Materials for this “Game” are available on:  www4.nau.edu/gearup/Presentations/Presentations.htm


