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ANSWER KEY

GEAR UP History / Background / Overview

*** OR ***
Everything I Need to Know about GEAR UP … I Learned in an Hour
The hardest part of starting a new job is that you don’t know enough, to know what you don’t need to know.
· Teena Olszewski, Director, Arizona GEAR UP

1. What is “GEAR UP”
a. an acronym for Gaining Early Awareness & Readiness for Undergraduate Programs

b. a metaphor likening college access and preparation to car parts

c. a catchy phrase describing a popular after-school program for students interested in starting their own business following graduation
2. What is the USDOE purpose or mission of GEAR UP?
a. to significantly increase the number of students who are prepared to enter and succeed in postsecondary education

b. to significantly increase the number of students who apply for government jobs following high school graduation
c. to significantly increase the number of students who pursue education degrees and teaching certificates
3.
What are the goals of GEAR UP?

a. to increase students’ academic performance

b. to increase high school graduation and college-going rates

c. to increase knowledge of college options, advantages, access & financing

d. all of the above


4. What makes GEAR UP “unique”?

a. an entire cohort of students is targeted for research-based early intervention services beginning in seventh grade and continuing through high school

b. every federal grant dollar expended, must be matched by a non-federal dollar in either cash or in-kind support

c. year-to-year continuation funding depends on demonstrating significant progress toward achieving performance-based objectives

d. all of the above
5. 
True or False

Not every student can enroll in postsecondary education.

6.
True or False
The long-term stability (future) of GEAR UP depends, in large measure, on its popularity in Congress.
7.
Which of the below statements is not true?
a. Each type of GEAR UP Grant (‘State’ and ‘Partnership’) requires early intervention services (college awareness and preparation), and the State grant calls for a scholarship component as well.
b. Partnership grantees are comprised of a local school district(s), institution(s) of higher education, and at least two community organizations.
c. From 2000 to 2006, Northern Arizona University administered both the State grant (Arizona GEAR UP), and a Partnership grant (NAU GEAR UP).
d. Most GEAR UP State grants are administered by an Institution of Higher Education as designated by the state’s Governor.
8. 
Common features of the NAU GEAR UP project design (past and present) include all of the following, except:

a. A project team at each GEAR UP school that includes the principal, a guidance counselor, at least one teacher, and a grant-paid GEAR UP Coordinator who “moves up” with students in grade, including the transition from middle school to high school
b. 15 to 17 performance-based objectives, evaluated annually by an NAU professor
c. Students receive 12 full months of structured transition assistance after graduation
d. Multiple overlapping college awareness and preparation strategies

9. Which statement below does not describe Arizona / NAU GEAR UP 2000 2006?
a. 65% of the 6,000+ students served were predominantly Latino or Native American, attending 19 diverse schools in 7 counties

b. The 2000-2006 GEAR UP project replaced many programs already in place at the participating schools.
c. The graduation rate for the GEAR UP class of 2006 was 82%
d. The college-going rate for the GEAR UP class of 2006 was 70%
10. What is the Arizona GEAR UP “State Office”?

a. A committee of 15 NAU professors who are conducting GEAR UP research studies
b. A team of 5 NAU professional-service employees who provide leadership, oversight, and support to GEAR UP schools statewide
c. An arm of the AZ Department of Education, responsible for briefing the Governor and Legislature on dropout issues in the state
11. When did (the new) Arizona GEAR UP 2006-12 begin?

a.
Jan 2007
b.
Oct 2006

c.
Dec 2006

d.
Jul 2006
12. True or False

In 2006-07, eight schools are participants in Arizona GEAR UP. 

13. How many students will be served by Arizona GEAR UP in year one (2006-07)?

a.
one-third of the total number of middle school students in the state
b.
it depends on how many students qualify for free and reduced lunch at each of the 
participating school
c.
nearly 1,800

d.
more than 5,000
14. Who does Arizona GEAR UP have on board as (non-school) partners supporting the project? 
a.
The North American Treaty Alliance


b.
Eight public, private & philanthropic entities providing 70% of cost share
c.
The California Legislature

d.
The Phoenix Zoo
15. True or False


Half of the $17 million federal GEAR UP award is budgeted for scholarships.
