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GEAR UP Financial Literacy Events: Guidelines 
GEAR UP financial literacy events are subject to the Minimum Standards and Guidelines for GEAR UP Events. However, several additional guidelines also apply, as follows:
I.
PURPOSE

A GEAR UP financial literacy event is a means for achieving, or helping to achieve USDOE Program Goal 3, Increase GEAR UP students’ and their families’ knowledge of postsecondary options, preparation and financing. As an activity that requires scheduling, planning, and implementing, GEAR UP financial literacy events are typically included in a school’s annual GEAR UP work plan and budget.

II.
PARTICIPANTS

(no additional guidelines)
III.  PRESENTERS, SPEAKERS, etc.
GEAR UP Coordinators at each school ensure that any guest speakers (such as high school or college counselors, college admissions and/or financial aid representatives) deliver the content that incorporates the key financial literacy messages. 
In addition, if the GEAR UP Scholarship is a topic to be addressed at the event, the Arizona College Scholarship Foundation Director of Education may be invited to present or co-present.
IV.  PROGRAM / AGENDA / CONTENT

The program for a financial literacy event can vary in length, content, and approach, but it must effectively incorporate the key financial literacy messages for the project year, as communicated by the NAU/Arizona GEAR UP Office; for FY 2009-10 (Year 4), the overarching message is: The GEAR UP Scholarship = Unique, Unprecedented Opportunity!  The message should include:
1. Do well in school and money will not be a roadblock to college – there is $14.5 million waiting for GEAR UP students.
2. This ‘free money’ can only go to GEAR UP students around the state (less than 2,000 of you).
3. Scholarship awards are $6,000 per year - $24,000 if you go to college for 4 years.
4. There is enough scholarship money for one out of every three GEAR UP students to receive the scholarship (great odds).
5. You need to stay in school, study hard, take the right courses, and keep at least a 2.5 GPA.

6. You will receive scholarship applications when you are seniors.
7. A college graduate makes at least a million dollars more over a lifetime than a high school graduate.

V.
SCHEDULING / LOGISTICS

(no additional guidelines)
VI.
EVENT PROMOTION

(no additional guidelines)
VII.
FOOD 

(no additional guidelines)
VIII.  COLLATERAL MATERIALS

To the extent possible, financial literacy visuals are to be displayed prominently at the event. Resource materials provided should incorporate content and target information from four broad categories: benefits of higher education, college expenses, paying for college, and forms and processes. Materials should be suited to the age and needs of attendees.

IX.
DOCUMENTATION

(no additional guidelines)
X.
EVALUATION

(no additional guidelines)
