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Promoting GEAR UP Students’ Success on High Stakes Tests

Background

Coconino High School is located in Flagstaff Arizona.  Flagstaff is also the home of Northern Arizona University (NAU).  

Like almost every State in America, Arizona has created a high stakes test -- the Arizona Instrument for Measuring Standards (or AIMS). Beginning with the class of 2006, passing AIMS is required to graduate from high school in Arizona. 
Coconino GEAR UP

The Northern Arizona University (NAU) State GEAR UP Project began serving students in 7th grade at Mount Eldon Middle School in Flagstaff, Arizona in the year 2000.  The cohort is comprised of over 400 students, now entering their junior year at Coconino High School (CHS). Services through the GEAR UP grant include tutoring, mentoring, college visits, residential campus summer enrichment programs, college scholarships, parent and student workshops on college.  With the newly established graduation requirement to pass AIMS, it became important, in Year 3 of the grant, to include pre-AIMS tutorial opportunities that had not been envisioned in the original grant proposal.

The Challenge of

Passing AIMS

AIMS includes three tests – math, reading and writing.  Students must “meet” or “exceed” the standards in each of these three areas to graduate.  Students take the test their sophomore year in high school.  Students who do not pass one, two or all of the three tests their sophomore year have the opportunity to retake the test(s) in the fall and/or spring of their junior year, and in the fall and/or spring of their senior year.  These are the only opportunities provided to pass AIMS.  Any students who fail to pass all three AIMS tests by their senior year will not receive a diploma after completing high school.  

Thus, in addition to the normal academic, economic and social concerns faced by high school students, Coconino students will be unable to take advantage of GEAR UP’s scholarship program and attend a college or university unless they are successful on the AIMS exam.

The Solution

GEAR UP’s answer to this concern was to create AIM High, a rigorous Mathematics and Writing Seminar held at nearby Northern Arizona University. AIM High was specifically tailored to integrate the math skills and writing strategies essential to passing AIMS.  Transportation was provided from CHS to NAU each day.  Students were provided with real University meal tickets (Flexi-Cards), and were responsible for purchasing their own lunches, every day, within the budget allowed on the Flexi-card. 

Objectives

The intervention was developed with two focused objectives:

1. Provide students the skills and information necessary to pass the AIMS.

2. Expose students to a university environment.

Twenty-four students attended the classes, which were taught by two Coconino High School math and English teachers in a classroom on the NAU campus.  

Incentives

Students who attended the intensive two-week program were treated to an Arizona Diamondbacks baseball game in Phoenix, approximately two and a half hours from Flagstaff.  

Results

Participants took a pre-and post-test that simulated the AIMS and the results were impressive as shown below.

Writing:

	
	Number of Students

	
	Pre-Test
	Post-Test

	FFB
	12
	2

	A
	10
	4

	M
	0
	11

	E
	0
	2

	DNA
	2
	5


Math:

	
	Number of Students

	
	Pre-Test
	Post-Test

	FFB
	12
	1

	A
	4
	3

	M
	6
	3

	E
	1
	13

	DNA
	1
	4


Key:
FFB = Falling Far Behind


A = Approaching


M = Meets


E = Exceeds


DNA = Did Not Attempt
Feedback

Here is what the GEAR UP students said when asked to describe their favorite aspect of the AIM High experience:

- “I met two new teachers that I want next year.”  

- “I enjoyed eating lunch at NAU.  The lunchtime flexi cards were cool because it put us in a situation of a real college student and gave us the responsibility of budgeting my money.” 

-    “It was a mix of having fun and working hard, but when it came down to it, it was serious and I learned something important.” 

- “I loved how we were on campus and in a real college classroom.”

- “The Ball Game!!!!”  

- And some students even remarked that they learned sufficient math and writing skills to pass AIMS the first time they take it!

The Future

A variation of AIM High will be offered again in the GEAR UP students’ junior year.  Of those students who did not pass all three sections on the first try, those with a “reasonable change” of passing AIMS by attending this skill building workshop, within the limits of the classroom space, will be encouraged to participate.  Since passing AIMS will continue to be a graduation requirement for classes in years to come, it is hoped that this aspect of the partnership with NAU will be sustained long after the GEAR UP grant ends.  
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For further information, feel free to contact any of the following:

Barbara Soby, Assistant Director, NAU GEAR UP, 2715 N. 3rd St Suite 201 

Phoenix, AZ 85004

 (602) 776-4617

barbara.soby@nau.edu

Carole Ferlazzo, GEAR UP Coordinator 

Coconino High School 

2801 N. Izabel 

Flagstaff, AZ 86004

(928) 773-8219

cferlazz@apscc.org
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State GEAR UP Office


2715 N. 3rd St., Suite 201


Phoenix, AZ 85004











