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Evaluating the Impact of NAU/GEAR UP Services on Students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)
Background

   The Arizona School for the Deaf and Blind (ASDB) opened in 1912 when Arizona became the 48th state. The Arizona State constitution established ASDB as the program for educating deaf and blind children and youth in Arizona. Today ASDB is a statewide agency providing educational services to about 2000 hearing impaired and visually impaired students at seven locations.

   Students are placed at ASDB as a result of Individualized Education Plan (IEP) Team recommendations.

   ASDB’s Tucson Campus includes a middle school for students 11 to 15 years old, a high school for students 15 to 22, and a post-graduate program for students 19 through 22 (for students who graduate High School prior to age 22).

   The Tucson Campus has boarding facilities for students who live far from the Tucson Campus and need the services that only a special school for the deaf or the blind can provide. Currently about 100 students aged 5 through 22 live in the campus residence halls.  

ASDB GEAR UP

   The Northern Arizona University (NAU) State GEAR UP Project began serving students at ASDB-Tucson in the year 2000.  The cohort is comprised of 40 students -- 13 live in the campus residence halls and 27 are day students; 9 are students who are blind and 31 are students who are deaf; 37 are currently in high school, two are in middle school and one is attending the ASDB post-graduate program. Thirty-four (84%) of the students are original GEAR UP students, involved since 2000. 

   A majority of ASDB students are in basic life skills classes, and a minority, with the potential to perform at levels where there is a good possibility they will attend trade school or college, are in academic classes.  Therefore, NAU utilized the “Priority Approach” in selecting ASDB students for GEAR UP participation, drawing from the “college-bound” segment of the ASDB population.

   Services through the GEAR UP grant at ASDB, as at all the NAU GEAR UP partner schools, include tutoring, mentoring, college visits, college scholarships, parent and student workshops, and summer enrichment programs. 

Striving to Report

 Progress of ASDB 

GEAR UP Students 
  Evaluating whether GEAR UP is making a difference for these students, academically, is challenging.  The data that is collected for ASDB GEAR UP students is the same as the data that is collected for all students served under NAU’s State GEAR UP Grant – standardized test scores, grades, etc.  The ASDB data is difficult to compare with other students’ data, however, because students at ASDB take the Stanford 9 (SAT9) and the Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) at the grade level identified in their IEPs rather than their actual grade level.  Likewise, their grades and test results cannot simply be averaged in with all the NAU GEAR UP students’ grades and test results for evaluator analysis or APR reporting.  

   Comparison of data with non-GEAR UP students at ASDB, a seemingly obvious solution, is not feasible since most of the non-GEAR UP students are enrolled in life-skills courses, rather than academic level courses.  

The Solution:

Longitudinal Within- 

Student Comparisons

   This year, NAU/GEAR UP State Office administrators met with program evaluators to determine a strategy for reporting and analyzing grades and test scores for this special population.

   Since no valid comparison group exists, the evaluator recommended we focus on longitudinal progress / changes for individual students according to their individual IEP goals.   

   For the March 2004 APR, grade point averages and SAT9 scores earned by ASDB students for two years of the project were available for analysis.

Results

    According to the data, 80% of ASDB GEAR UP students improved their GPA from the first to the second year of the project, and the average GPA increased significantly, from 2.7 to 3.0 (n=34; p<0.0001). 

   60% of the ASDB GEAR UP cohort took the SAT9 in both 2002 and 2003. These students took the test at the grade level identified in their IEP.  The results showed that from 2002 to 2003:

· One student took the test at one grade level lower.

· 11 students took the test at one grade level higher.  

· Six students took the test at two grade levels higher.

· Two students took the test at three grade levels higher.

· One student took the test at five grade levels higher.

· 54% of the students improved their reading scores. 

· 58% of the students improved their math scores.

· 67% improved their writing scores.  

  These data suggest that students’ academic performance is improving relative to the goals set for them in the classroom.

The Future

For the 2005 APR, we will have two consecutive years of Arizona Instrument for Measuring Standards (AIMS) results to compare, as well as 3 years of SAT9 scores and GPAs. We will consequently be able to paint an accurate and fairly vivid picture of ASDB students’ progress.  Moreover, this longitudinal data, combined with data on each ASDB student’s participation in GEAR UP activities, will allow for an evaluation of GEAR UP’s impact on this special population of students.
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For further information, feel free to contact either of the following:

Jan Wenning, Assistant Director, NAU GEAR UP, 2715 N. 3rd St, Suite 201, Phoenix, AZ 85004, (602) 776-4617, jan.wenning@nau.edu

Tammie Ladd, GEAR UP Coordinator, ASDB, PO Box 85000, Tucson, AZ 85745, (520) 770-3298, tladd@asdb.state.az.us

[image: image2.png]
Northern Arizona University


State GEAR UP Office


2715 N. 3rd St., Suite 201


Phoenix, AZ 85004








[image: image3.png]NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY




[image: image4.png]NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY




